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To the truc-hearted British Readers. 
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_— 


Fare Chrifian Conuntry-men; 1iend out this Tree: 
ziſe, in this doubtfull and davgerous tiwe , not 
— only to shew you the neceſlarie dependancie | 
betwixt our King'ome of Great Brittaine and the wnited =. 
Provinces, but alſo 0 con:fort &firc ngthen you againlt, l 
all feares, that are or may be 1ntexjeced, by the ſubril- | 
te and malice of our Adverſaries, or our owne mil- 
conceite or diftidence. For I do not finde the Enemie 
more bulily praQiſitg to diſcourage vs, and to raiſe 
falſe fires to affright vs, then vvee our ſclues (4s Me- 
lancholy perſons vic) apt to miſconiter all things, and 
to imagine the worſt, vpon the ſight of cuery shadow. 
And yet | muſt confeſſe, that, as there are many of 
thoſe who labour to cffe a diviſion betwixt vs, and to 
this end, reviue old grudges,and proyoke new quarrels ; 
{the common current ſeemes to runne a contrarie 
courſe to that vyhich it had wont ,(as tides have their 
ebbcs) and the generall diſpoſition of moſt men is wa- 
yering, as perſons light of loue,who deſire to $hift their 
old approuecd friends for fresh Suiters, and prefer the 
change of an adulterous bed before the married. But I 
take this to be but a fit or throw of paſſion , which | 
vvilbe caſily caſt off, yvith more hate and loathing, | 
then it is now hotly purſued yvith longing, when fome * 
diſcontents are ſctled, and men on both.ſides are come 
to themſclues againe. And for the State it felfe (I 
meane that maine Axehliree vyhercon our Kingdome, 
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turnes) I do aſſure my ſelfe, it is the ſame it was, firme. 
ly grounded on former principles extratted from expe. 


rience on both ſides; and that wee only move, whilſt 


it remaines conſtant, though wee imagine otherwiſe, 

ag.Gmple paſſengers ſayling ſwiftly by the Conti. 
nent, ſuppoſe the trees, ſteeples, towers, and rockes tg 
goe backward. 

Thus wee are diſtrated & affrighted with our owne 
$hadowes ; ignorance makes vs Infidels : and whilſt 
wee ſee the face, but vnderſtand not the intentionand 
| ſcope of ſome paſſages of State , we andour friends 
waxe ſuſpicious of cach other; and that ſuſpicion raiſeth 
many rumors; and thoſe rumors, though falſe, may 
beget and nourish a true and dangerous hate betwixt 
' vs. My owne Countri-men haue tongues laxatiue e- 
nough , and Strangers are in their wordes, as in diverſe 
other things, libertines. That which I write may helpe 
10 make both ſides more confident of each others loue, 
more retentiue and ſparing of their cenſures; at leaſt it 
Shall haue that effeR in meztill I behold the yflue,which 
I hope will be happie. 

Thebellis rung out , and I hearethe ſound and re- 
port it gives on both ſides. Vpon the Szazes fide, men 
, feare the paſſages and cariages of all things in England; 

and for this, are liberall and free in their diſcourſes, 
making the feare greater then the cauſe requires. On 
the contrarte /ide,they are doubtfull or rather deſperate, 
and therefore proſecute his Majeſtic with all kind of 
| calumny. Pictures and Paſquills are day by day there 

vented thicke and threefold one ypon the necke of ano- 
ther, wherein not only the King of Bohemia and the 
Prince of Orange , but our King alſo is baſely traduced and 
abuſed. This comforts me, and aſſures me, they per- 
lecute 
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Gate none of their owne , and therefore hold his 
Majeſtic to be an enemie. Let this aſſure vs, that he is 
the ame we would haue him , howſoever for ſome 
xeſpþe& of State , he ſeemes, (10 weake eyes who behold 
things aloofe off) to be otherwiſe inclined, But, for my 
owne part, I comfort my ſelfe eſpecially, and deſire you 
would be comforted againſt all theſe ſuſpicions, feares, 
and jealouſics , out of iwo conſiderations ; the good- 
nefle and mercie of our God, and the wiſdome and 
policie of our King. # 
Firſt , let ys conſider wee have a good and gracious 
God watching over vs , who will notſuffer his Truth 
to be extinguished , butas he hath hitherto miraculouſ- 
ly preſerved it, ſo ſtill he will continue to do the ſame. 
And though , for our abuſe and contempt of the 
Goſpel ( together with our barrenneſle in good, our 


fruitfulneſle in cuill) he wijite our tranſgreſcions W:th the Plal.8g, 3 25 
rod , yet Will he not utterly take his mercte from vs, nor ſuf- Par, 121,4; 


fer hu truth to faile. Let vs then reſt in peace; for hee that 
keepeth vs doth neither ſlumber nox ſlcepe. And letthe re- 
membrance of thoſe many former deliverances , which 
he hath wrought for vs, after an extraordinary and mi- 
nculous manner, aſſure vs of the like fatherly care and 
proteQion till, if wee faint not, but faithfully and con- 
ſtantly depend vpon his mercifull promiſe, 

Secondly , conſider the wiſedome of our Prince, 


1:S2,17 34s 


35-36+37. 


which is ſo renowned , as for ithe is gladly admitted a. 


generall Arbitratorin forraine parts to determine con- 
troverſies of State, Let this comfort vs, and aſſure vs, 
that God hath not given Him ſo wuch light for no- 
thing, much leſſe for evill. Let vs thioke, that ſince He 
was 1ntertained with ſo much love , and (o great ſignes 
of joy into this Kingdome , and hath beene feryed tince 

A 3 with 
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with ſo much obedience, (farre more then a father 


could expe from his children) that Hee will ſo much 
ſceme tonegle& his owne honour and ſafety, or our 
lives and libertics, asto leave vs in the hands of our e. 


' nemies, orabaſe'vs in the eyes of other Nations, to 


Pſal-7.16, 


leade vs, or ſuffer vs to bee led into temporall or ſpiri- 
tuall captivity. Let vs thinke alſo he cannot forget ei. 
ther 88. or the Powder-plor, (though now perhaps, it be 
vaſeaſonable to remember them) nor yet the many at= 
temprts and praQtiſes againſt His perſon, Crowne, Dig. 
nitic, and the Truth he profeſſcth : nor that God will 
ſuffer him to ſleepe ſecurely in the armes of ſuch, as He 
knowes watch onely for oportunity to deſtroy Him 
and His. Thinke alſo, that Nature will reviue and 
worke in Him, though it ſeemes tolye in a trance for 
the preſent time : and that He cannot but ſec, that it is 
impoſſible to love the Root, and hate the Branches; 
or to loye the Fruit and Branches, and hate the Roote. 
Our loye to his Royall Progenie muſt needes aflure our 
love to Him; and the hate of others to Them, aſlure 
their inward hate againſt Him. And for ſuch as per- 
ſwade otherwiſe, thar our love to the Kings Children, 
and hateto the adyetſe party, proceedes cither out of 
diſcontent, or a Puritanicall humour in v$ leading to 
diſloyalty, Ler their lyes turne vpor their owne pates; and 
let eve! havpen to them that thinke evil, and that would 
poyſon and pervert all good purpoſes with pratiſe. 
And though the ſubniil Enemies labour to breed je- 
louſies betwixt Him and His, knowing it to be for their 
advantage, and the oncly way ro blemish the Goſpel, 
and dilcredit good men, by breeding this ſuſpicion, 
which may eltrange andalicnate the heart of the Prince 
from his people, and fiicnds from each other; yet 
| | thizke 
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thinke it cannot ſinke into his Majeſties breſt,that ſich 

ants,fuch ſubjects; Profeſſors of the Goſpel,Should intend 
the leaſt hurt to him, who is the Defender of their Faith. 
Itis for Heathens, Turkes, Papiſts, to become Aſſaſlinates, 
Farricides, and bloody Traitors; and it is for Tyrants a- 
mongſt theſe, to fuſpe& their frieads, brethren,and chil- 
dren, and therefore to cut them off at the motion of 
their Flatterers, Bashawes, Teſuites , and other tame tren- 
cher-Traytors. Good Princes, who are fathers of the 
Common-wealth, cannot do thus, will not doe thus; 
whilſt in themſelves they ſee no cauſe of their ſubjects 
hate ; of if they fee any, can finde a readier way by a- 
mendment, to remove the cauſe, and prevent the mil- 
chiefe, then by ſeconding one evill with another, to in- 
danger the overthrow of all, and to make the diſeaſe 
deſperate,by endevouring a contrarie cure;or the flame 
ric higher, by caſting in fresh fuell , or quenching it 
with oyle. 

Thinke alſo it is our Enemies plot, to ſtirre yp our 
heady and haſtic humors, and to caule the Prince to dil 
content his beſt and rrueſt ſubjeas; and, if it were poſlli- . 
ble, by all meanes to provoke them to impatience and 
reſiſtance, that ſo themſelves might be armed in His co- 
Jourable defence, and have occaſion allo to bring in 
other borrowed Ayde ynder the ſame pretence, but 
with aſſurance of His and all our ruines in the yſlue ; as 
hath ever happened to that vnfortunate State where 
they haue become Szicklers. But thinke his Majeſtie 
cannot but ſee this aſwell as yvee and much betteriand 
therefore be you quict, that their intents and projects 
may be fruſtrate. 

Finally , thiocke now your Kine is making of his 
owne Monument , vyriting his owne Chronicle ; botll 
A 4 which 
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which are raiſed and compoſed by deedes, and not 


wordes : and aſſure your ſelves,.Hee that can ſpeake 
and write ſo wel,will never ſo farre contradit his owne 


wordes with epugnant aCtions, as'thereby to race his | 


Armes, to ſtaine the honour he was borne vnto, and 
which hee hath made good and bettered hithcrto, by 
high and holy enterprizes of at and adyonition againſt 
Rome : but thinke therefore, that all this time , Hee 
is ating his patt in the eye of the whole world; that 
he is working his Maſter-piece in the publique market, 
and trying his 'exat skill in King-craft vvith the grea- 
teſt State and Statiffs in Chriſtendome ; that's, vvith 
Rome, Spaine, Auſtria, Italy, Machianel, and the extrated 
ſtrength and quinteſſence of all theſe, the 7eſnites. 

And therefore thinke, howſoever for the preſent he 
carrics himſglfe, and ſeemesto be led by ſome of that 
ſide, yetin the end, the Lyon may awake, breake looſe 
and teare his keeper; or elſe leade, vyhilit he ſeemes 10 
be led ; and then the vyorld shall ſee, that neither the 
Opinion of his ſinceritie in the Truth , nor of his vn- 
matchable wiſedome and policie , were vaine milſta. 
kings, but thatour harmeleſſe David can yie honeſt 
Hu5hgi to overthrow their craftic Achirophel. 

Then the Ch»rch $hall triumph and be comforted, 
the Common-Wealth flourish, His honor shal be cternized; 
neither $hall you repent of your paticnce, nor 1 of my 
perſwaſion to this end; yyhereinIreſt, vvith an aſſu- 
rance of Gods mercy herein, and that wee $hall ke our 
delire ypon our Enemies. 


To the halfe-hearted English-Spanish Readey : 
Eſiring him, ifhe finds me too tart in his taſte a- 

_ | ®— gainſt the Spanich Nation, and (as he thinks) = 
RE | - much 
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negled their honors in ſome paſſages, that he would 
confider:there are three things mouing me to this; any 
of which when they come in my vvay; may force me to 


frikethem vvith my tongue, ſince I cannot reach them 


yyith my hand. | 

1. The firſt is the Libertie of the Goel, to vvhoſe 
free paſſage they are open and profeſt enemies,altering 
Religion for the worſt where they conquer , taking 
part vvith the Serpent againſt the Seed of the woman, 
anddeſiring to bee knowne Catholigue perſecutors of 
all true Chri/tzans. 

2- The ſecondiis the Liberrze of life , that by the be- 
nefit of nature each Nation hath and ſeckes to preſerue 
ynder their owne rules ; vyhich likewiſe the Spaniard 
labors to take from humane ſocietie, and to preſcribe 
Lawes to all Chriſtendome. Which ambitious mood 
bath poſſeſt them ener ſince that Catholique title was 
confer'd ypon them by that Sea, vyho next and imme- 
diatly ynder Satan, hath the diſpoſition of all the King- 
domes of the Eatth at his pleaſure. 

3. The third is the bloody, inhumane , and vnchri. 
ſian dealing vvith the Kings Children, even when they 
pretend to deſire affinitic yvith.that Houſe ; and- thar 
dllying about reſtitution of wrongs, toſling the baH 
trom one to another, and laughing in their ſlecues, 
that their diſſimulation hath deluded our plaine mea- 
ning, and poſlſeſt them of ſo richa Country, yvhich is 
a fit roade to invade all Chriſtendome. For now they 
haue a high vvay, or thorow-fare to convey their Ar- 
mies commodiouſly from Flanders to Au/tria all the way 
In their owne Command. But yvhome have they not 
thus delt yvithall for their owne advantages, if former 
prelidents could make men beware of their courles ? - 

| a a 


- 


Luke, 4. 6, 
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I do proteſt , ſauing theſe quarrels, I beare' no ſpleene 
nor malice to any Spaniard living, much lefſe to the 
Nation, whome (theſe things excepted) I honor as be- 
fits me: but when any of theſe conſiderations come 
croſle my thoughts, they ſtir vp aſalt hamor, vyhich 
fals from my eyes into my inke, and turnes it more 
blacke and bitter, and more $harpe vvithall then the 
Gall and Coperas vvhich gaue it the firſt tinQure ;and 
this makes my ſtile harsh, when I rouch vp that ſtring. 
No other good can cauſe me to forget theſe exi/s, or 
. perſwade me to take thoſe for my friends who are ene- 
mies to theſe ; or affoord them good words, who loade 
theſe vvith opprobrious ſcoffes and open injuries, In- 
juſtice in them begets indigaation in others, and no 
man that doth euill, can cucr hope to heare well from 
any but Cowards, or flatterers. | 


To the indifferent Dutch Readers. - 

| Aſſure them and all the World, theſe three conſiderations 

aforementioned, Wworke contrarie effects in me towards them. 
T lone them firſt for Religions ſake, they being a hiding place 
for the pare —_— members of Chriſt hunted out of Bohe- 
mia, the Palatinate, and orher diſtreſſed Countries. Second- 
ly ; being become a Bulwarke for the libertie of all Chriften- 
dome at thu preſent, Thirdly , being a bappic Santtuarie for 
the Kines Children , When wery few Chriitian Princes durff 
profeſſe themſelues their frienas. 

Men may ſay, their owne reſpetis Worke theſe effects ; and! 
Willinzly erant , that perhaps , they are involved together. 
And What Nation there, or What State; nay, What man, that 
in all friendship lookes not inward and homeward With one 
eye ? When I thinke vpon theſe things, I cannot but loue then 
end ſpeake Well of them ; nor can particular injuries ( Which 
| w_ 


; THE PREFACE. 
my be raiſed Fom their and our enemies , intermixt With 


yur geverall Wrongs in - other kinde though profe# and ju- 
fifed, Worke mee ſo much to hate and diniſion, ( though they 
may tempt me shrewaly ) as theſe to lone and vnion. 

Tet becauſe I praiſe this Belgicke friend, as I thinke , Wor- 
thily in. the body of the booke , I mnt im the Preface admonish 
limof ſuch faults as Iheare or ſee, that he may mend them ( if 


 therebe cauſe) in the beginning , and ſo be truly Worthy of 


thoſe praiſes I gine him, and thinke he deſernes, in the courſe of 
ths Treatiſe. He ts a foole that cannot ſee his friends faults aſ- 
well & hu perfedtions; and be is a flatterer that ( if he ſees 
them ) Will not be his friends glaſſe for amendement to dreſſe 
bim to Glorie and perfettion. Let him nener take me for a 
friend, that loves not this plaineneſſe : if for this he proues my 
foe, I hawe lo#t nothing, but ſauedmuch I might haue lo#t , had 
[ventured any thing in ſo light, Weake , and vnbalaſt a bot- 
Fome. | 

1. Firit therefore they ſay , Children are not generally 
there Well educated, hauing too much libertie allowed them , ſa 
that they ſoone learne to forget that duty to their Parents, 
Which they Were neuer taught to remember. 


2. Secondly, they ſay , trugality makes men neeledt pietie, 1-Tim: 6, 
and the gaine of vngodlineſle makes marchandize of godli. 7,2 M15; 


neſſe ; ſo that buyers and ſellers, and ſpirituall thecues 
poſſeſle the temple ; Tmeane, the labor proper to ſixe dayes, 


makes a ſacrilegions wſurpation and borrible profanation of Exod. 20» 
that Reſt proper to the Seucnth ; and many for feare of ſee.” 


ming Tewes, become Gentiles. 
3. Thirdly, they ſay , the reuerend MiniFers are reſpected 
but not rewarded according to their laboys aud merits. Tie 


oxe is muzled,e# in the meane time the Alle and Mule cate — 
I 


wp hts provendrr in prodigality,ryot,andenery exceſſe. 
aaz2 4. Fourth- 


thew, as pricks in thcir ſides and thornes in thcir eyes ) rof, 24,133 


* 
: OW en , 2 De In 07 EE IPIIN . p * 
TT E Es = 2 SD = © = AFG STI Es OO "DIED _ : 
OI IG: 2 EM TOE, m5 Oe . - F265 ek EA 36 ot GD EA 29h coo SAT I TMR Saw 
« gt a7 = 2546" wan] lent RED CE a 2 wb _ _ S Ne En OI £2 ; by - _ , —_— "TE we" WIL A 
a LAB =: VYTs Me A. & F Ee. SE 
—___ Sets _—_ —_ 4 7 = -,C S 
- OOO rs ES cm : IRE et .. 
Ee ORELY * 45 i $ X = 2 
xx, SECRET TIED ES oAE 5 RES SES Ben 2 : 
© ps YES = v> et 


= SRI 


"apts > $a 
=3-: 
"Io: 


iis enrbon 
- 3 —< => >>, 


_ 
. of ans 
-— 
£ DT Noo I. oF 7 ED ; x 254 4B WY It 2 
of neva, F AR. OY Rn NS II ID © 5 TILES - 2px PEST. - : _—_ — ms 
. ele II | ab. Or om ___ IT 4 7 Y 
9 > PEERS of muy -£ bs or” Cog = 5; Gilbrihe Snot ue ds IE EE In LEE: = b = -w <; 
"La, = 008 EEE £ + 5-252 7: = x OS. b- IF 2=IFE"> 
F *—7 Sg do Tn hn env . mace. KASEY ite. ay eo RR RO an” op ne 4 
. - = 2 AT a ER _- 
- Vis _— of ” - 7 No CSI 2 4 7 — a -» 5 
: Sos X * wo 7 TP Mg p (K . 
k J _— ae _ FIR ee aro . 3 -vD2+. 5 a. Et 
Fs : = bet; Grreths s RES 


>. 
4 HE 


4 fed » os - 
CE” eERc<s 
Pr 


— 
mg 
Wo: A9 


ba” 


E 


ot 


Ingratum 
dixeris , 
.& omnia 
dixcris. 
Senec. 


THE PREFACE. 
4 Fourthly, your profeſt Enemies taxe you With wnthayle. 


Fulnes , and make thus a juſt motiue to prouoke his Maje#ije to 
leaue you. 


They chalenge you of ingratitude to bus Majeſty, to the Bri. 


tish Nation , zozheSouldier. 1 know not Whether theſe be 
truthes or ſlaunders , I tell you What Theare and reade in their 
Writings. If they ſay true , amend it , if they come neere the 
truth,avoyd ſo monſtrous a chadow as ingratitude. Remember 
how much English blood hath beene ſpilt to ſane yours ; this 
cannot be recompenced Without extraordinarie reſpects ; for 
Mony payes ſome, Honor others, Love all. Nor & there a Na- 
tion Whoſe loue hath beene, or ts more wſefull to your State, nor 
that i more Worthie of tt then the British, Tou neither disho. 
nor , diſprofit or Weaken your ſelues by this admittance and 
conjunttion,but should euery Way reape advantage by it. Now 


| thus you haue beard What others thinke and ſay , for my owne 


opinion , if you thinke it Woorth any thing , yau may reade is 
#n that Which followeth,. 


THE 


Ws 


. 
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 Gerothe Piſmire, 0 Sluggard, Behold her wayes,audbe wiſe, 


TSR AN vyas not created to idle 
\ & ncſle, nor to any baſe or vile employ- 
£yp]:R.ment.: but enjoyned Jabour to preſerue 
I) E. by '. induſtric; what God. himſclife had. 
SR created. Uumiamin his integritic Should 
haue wrought, but yvithout yvearineſle ; as the Angels 
now take pleaſure in the diligent diſcharge of their of. 
fices. In/idleneſſe man ſcemes to be like Satan; in atti- 
on like God, his ſervant, his ſubſtuute, his coadjutor; 
for it is ſayd, Gene/es 2. 25. after the. Creation of all 
things : Then the Lord tooke the man, and put him ints the 
Garden of Eden, that hee might areſſe it and keep: it : God 
made it, he muſt dreſle it: and keepe it; therctore hee 
maſt yyorke, And to this end, that man might not 
periforme ations caſualiy or by contingencie, but legal- 
ly according to a rule, God hath ginen him both bodily 
ſtrength to till the ground, and reaſon alſo to doc it 
ſealonably. Yea hee hath $skill ro direa the Creatures 
ſubjzeRed to his governement, in their yuluntane obe- 
| B dicnce 
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Fecl. 40. 1. 


Gen- 3,19. 
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dience , and to make them ſerujceable helpes., tothe 
ſpeedy accomplishment of his honeſt deſires, - Thus 


afſoone as he ſaw them , cucn at the firſt ſight, by the 


intelle&uall facultie, he diſcerned their powers and 
yertues, and to what imploymeat they were apt ; and 
vvas able to-giuc them names, properly cxpreſling their 
natures. But ſuch vvas the precipitation of his fall., as 
therby he did not only loſe his dignitie and vviſdome, 
and equall himſelfe vvith the beaſtes his naturall ſub- 
jets, bur caſt himſclfe vnder the baſeſt creatures, as 
Samſon, buried vnder the ruines of that houſe , vyhich 
his owne hands pulled downe vpon his owne head : or 
rather , as vvhen thingsare tarned toplie-turvie , the 
higheſt begomes loweſt ; even ſo heere, man, the moſt 
excellent creature is caſt ynder all ; the higher his ſtan- 
ding, the greater his ruine, the more noble his nature, 
the more baſe his declenfion. All that he can now doe 
(neither can he doe that of himſelfe by nature, but by 
ace infuſed)is by degrees to remoue the vyaight from 
imſclfe , piece after piece , and from the backe of 
one creature , to clime vp on another, and fo to 
looke towards, God , and tovvards Paradiſe ,, from 
vyhence he vvas excluded for ſinne. He is preſt doyvne 
to the earth and loaden with many difficulties, weakned 
vvicth many infirmities , and yet hath this addition caſt 
vpon him as a curſe, euen novv vyhen he is lcait able to 
helpe himſcltc, 1» the ſWeat of thy browes thou shalt cate thy 
bread Before thou vvert tolabour, Oman, yet then thou 
did(t it yvillingly vvithout paine, yvithout vyearineſſe, 
vvith pleaſurc and delight: the Earth anſvvered thy ex« 
pectation,and preuented thy deſires vvith overfloyving 
tecundgitic : Noyv thou mult labour by neceſlitic , by 
| COM 
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ompulſion , in anguish and ſorrow of ſpirit, in toyle 
-and feat of bodie; and when all is done, thy hopes 
zhalbe fruſtrated; the earth (like ancuill debtor) will not 
pay the due vſe , but (like a.couſening companion) 
quo away with the principall : Nay (like an vngratctull 
wretch, like thy. ſelfe, and wotſe it cannot bee, worſe [ 
cangot ſay) Shall in ſtead of flowers bring forth weeds; 
in ſtcad of corne, Cockle; in ſtcad of Roſes to refresh 
thee , thornes to pricke thee, to crowne thee with 
curſes, (as thou crowneſt thy Saviour) and in ſtead of 


Manna to feed thee, it shal bring forth thiſtles to choke - 


thee. If thou laboureſt not, thou canſt not eate , ſterue 
thou muſt of nececſlitie, and if thou laboureit, death 
comes to thee that way allo ; yea oftentimes thou doeſt 
kill thy ſelfe with toylivpg. And yet O happie punish. 
ment! O mercy in the middeſt of miſcric! O bleed 
curſe, that lcades thee the right and only way to happi- 
neſſe! for except thou laboureſt heere , thou canſt nor 
liue heere : and this doth teach thee, that except thou 
laboureſt ſpiritually and workett the workes of grace, 
thou shalt not liue eternally te life of glorie. In wor- 
king thou maiſt obteyne, but thou doelt not yet me- 
rit thy daily bread ; thou beggelt ir, thou hatt it by gift, 
by Gods bleſſing : And this will teach thee , that if all 
thy ſweat be not able to purchaſe a crum of bread,all 
thy holincſſe cannot merit Heauen ;'woike yet thou 
muſt , firit to shew thy penitencie ,and how well thou 
wouldeſt behaue thy 1clte, if now thuu wert in poſle(- 
ſion of Paradiſe, as thou haſt beene : 1econdly,to shew 
thy obedicnce to that commandemeit of his which 
thou haſt broken , when it was in thy power to keepe 
it; thirdly , toshew thy faith in the allucauce of that 

B 2 promile, 
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promiſe, vyhich hee that made, 'never failes'to per. 
forme : fourthly,, to shew thy thankefulneſſe to that 
God, vvho notwithſtanling thy ſinne, hath not done 
execution vpon thee, but left thee meanes to liue here, 
aud to aſſure a better life hereafter ; then thar vyhich 


thou haſt loſt. If thou dieſt not temporally, thou cant 


not live eternally : O therefore happie tranſgreſſion, 
which procureſt this bleſſed curſe ! O happie ſinne, that 
art incountred with ſo much grace ! O joyfull and plea- 
fant miſerie, that hath met vvith ſuch aboundant and 
overflowing mercic ! Conſider Paradiſe was not thine 
by nature, but grace at the firſt ; God made thee vvith- 
out, he brought thee thither, hee put thee into poſleſli. 
on,vpon condition of thy good behaviour ;. thou didft 
forfeit thy right by ill deſert , vvhich at firſt was given 
thee freely yvithout deſert; thou canſt much eſſe lay 
claime to it now by merit, or hope to getit againe thae 
way, ſince grace brought thee in at the firſt, and the 
ſame grace onely can and will bring thee in againe, if 
thoy wilt worke ; for iz the ſweat of thy browes thou chalt 
eatt both thy temporall and iritual! bread. Now if thou 


haſt forgotten how to worke, (O thou great governour - 


of all creatures; thou man, that wert made their (choole. 
maſter to teach them their leſlons) doe not thinke 


_ +ofrarrr®to refresh thy memorie by their examples, but 


now humble thy ſelfe ro be raught of them : (as doating 


fathers of their obedient children ) behold, the holy . 


Ghoſt ſends rhee to learne of a moſt contemptible crea- 
ture, a worme, a Piſmire; Goe to the Piſmire ,, O Sluggard, 
conſider her wayes, andbe wiſe : Goe, for thou haſt a bodie 
and legges : Conſider, for thou haſt aſoule and reaſon; 
. Gee and conſider ; vie-both, joyne both in this _ 
; nelle, 
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qeſſe, ſtirre vp the faculties of the ſoule and body, that 
hou. mayelt attaine by induſtrie , that which this Gliy 
worme retaines by: nature, and learne to bee wile for 
thy ſelf, ſcaſonably wiſe; wiſe to ſobriety, procuring thy 
kl timely ſutficiencie, both for this life and a better. | 
" The words are exhortatory;wherin we behold, 1.the 
Admonitor, 2: the Admnonighed, 3. the CAdmonition. 
4, The Acmonitor is Salomon : 1. a King, 2. a Preacher, 
4 the Preacher. | 
\. 4, <A King, and therefore deſerving reverence 
and attention , for the dignitie of his perſon : For 
wanſell partakes authoritie with the perſon that giues 


t,and is reſpected or ſleighted accordingly: When the pccl, $3.14 


rich man ſpeakes (faith Siracides) every one holdeth his tongue, 
ad looke Vohat he ſaith, they praiſe it unto the clouds : but if a 


re manſprake, they ſay, What fellow 1s this ? And Salomon Eccl, g. 16 


faith: 7he wiſedome of the poore 1s deſpiſed, and bis Words axe 
wt heard. Regis ad exemplum totus componitur orbisgwhether 
heſpeake or no, they will doe as hee doth. And there- 
J fore it is enough for ſuch perſons, vvith Gideon to Tudg, 
fy, Looke on we;and doe 45 you fee me doe... But beſides the 
dignitie-and authoritie.annexed to his-perſon , and the 
force and ſway of his example, he hath likewiſe power 
' tocompell and command, and therefore ſpeakes in the 
imparative moode, Fade, Goe to the Piſmire, O Sluggard; 
who dares but goe, vyhen Salomon the King commands 
him? And yet if you had rather ynderſtand this. as an 
adviſe and counſell, then as a lawe or command, (be- 
cauſe wiſedome perſwades, but layesnot violent hands 
ypon man to.compell him to benefite himlelfe againſt 
his will) then/heare:the Preacher perſwading, ſince you 


will not hearethe King commanding, and goe to the 
| B 3 Piſmire, 
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Ioan,z 1:19. 


Piſmire, O Slugzard, conſider her wayes, and be wiſe. 

2.4 Proxies & therforedeferving reverence & atten. 
tion,that being a King he would deſcend to take paines 
to inſtiuct his people , by way of exhortation as a Prea- 
clier,was admirable; they should doe ill not to hearken 


and obey ſuch a Pattour. This is Totuant, to feede and 


rulc indeed; not as the Pope Joth, but as Chriſt did. Arr 
thou not ashamed, O Antichriſt, whilſt Sa/omon paine- 
tully and careful'y aQts the Princes part, and the Paſtors 
pait, ruling and icaching his people aright : that thou 


whoſe profeſſion it is 'to teach and to preach, doeſt 


{ccrne to be Chriſts Vicar as he vvas a Prophet, and wilt 


_ 'vſurpe authoritie to be his Vicar as he was a king onely ? 


Pro.3z7 23, 


Ecclaz,9. 
I0s 


Art thou not ashamed to ſay that Salomon is damned 
notwithſtanding his diligent diſcharge of his duty, and 
thou ait ſaved; nay, haſt the power of Salvation in thine 


owne band, vyhileſt thou neglcReſt thine ? And are yee 


notashamed, O all 'yee Wolues in sheepes cloathing; 
to negleQ the flocke , over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made 
you overſeers , to become Counticrs, and leaue the care 
of the Church to- others? whilſt you heare Salomon fay, 
Be diligent to know the fiate of your flockes, and take heed to the 
herds: And whilit you-fee him lkeaue the Court, and 
apply himſelfe like a Preacher, to inſtruct his people in 
all neceſſaric knowledge ? Thes more w ſe the Preacher 
'was, the more be taught the people knowledge , and cauſed them 
t0 heare,aud ſearched forth and prepared many-parables . The 
Preacher ſought 0 finde out ple.ſant wordes , and an wpright 
writing, euen the wordes ofiruth But the lefſe you teach 
the people , the more wiſe youthinke your {clues ;and 
the more you know, the leſſe yee labour to profit other 
men, eſpecially.the people. You ſtudy indeede to finde 
$9 555% Out 
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Hs pleaſant vvordes and parables , as Apothecaries, 


yeere,out of rhe hearing of your owne Cures;the Court 
Buſt pertake your parables , which are farre more 


recious (if rare, things be ſo),then (euer was Salomons, 


oF 


at Salomon heere applycs his vviſedome to, countrie _ 


apacitics,, he ſpeak;s and fings in their key ; therefore 
he deſerues ſerious attention, and he had it. , _ 
' 3. The Preacher by yyay of excellencie; for ſohe be- 
nnes his! 
wrds of the Preacher the ſome of David the King : and af- 
jerin the 12 verlc;1 the Preacher haue beene King ower Iſrael 
. is Teruſalem,and I haut ginen my heart to find out Wiſdome,by 
dthings that are done vnder the Sunne. As if he should fay, 


Ifay by my Prerogatiueroyall, my ſcepter, my crovyne, 


- my ſyvord-: I betake mee to my booke, to my peane, to 
my prayers, to fitte my ſelfe to teach you. I haue beene 
king ; thar office and dignitie I lay off; I am the Prea- 
cher ; and that | may be a profitable one, I hauc given 
my heart to ſtudie and contemplation , to: finde out 
wiſedome by all- the creatures, to inſtruct man (the 


my lubje&s vviſe,that cuery man may be a king to him- 
ſlfe. For as the vegetables are nourished by the Ele- 
' ments and by things inanimate , andthe ſealitiue , by 
the. things vegetatiue : ſo reaſonable man doth not 
only receiue corporall noutishment, but ſpirituall in- 
firution , from the ſen(ible creatures. And therefore 
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picke fa lads euery Spring ; Theſe you vent once cuery. 


F, 
34+ 


called EccleſiaFtes, or the Preacher, The Ecel. 1.15 ' 


| * 
by 
A 


- Chiefe commander and king of all creatures).to make 


Salomon takes paines in theſe ; ſo that he ſake three thou- 1, King 4, 
ſand Prouerbs : and hu Songs Were a thouſand and fiue: And he 32:33 34: 


ſake of trees , fromthe Cedar tree that u in Libanon, eucn to 
the byſſape that fprinzeth out of the Wal: hee fake alſo of 
B 4 beats, 


Syapleat. 7, 
17. 18.19, 
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beaftes, and of Fowles, and of creeping things , and of fiches + 


CHnd there came of all progee to heare Salomon fFom all - 


kings of the earth, Which had heard of his Wi ſedome_. So hee 


Ecg.a2a0 fo ſpeake profitably: for he Knew, that which pleaſeth wot 
Pd " Frnhick Froft nortiog; '&therfore he would not preach 
O 


}F Gece. 


In'aright manner, by TM by ptayer op hi_kuces, 10 
y. Kings cannot honGur them: 


portment in publique worship. 

''Thus his example reacheth vs as well as his wordes : 
and he is a Preacher, and zhe Preacher, the mo## excellent 
Preather, in thus ſeeking, in thus finding, andiin thus 

, teaching vs to ſecke yyhat we want, that wee may finde, 

whilſt we (ecke ag we $should, as he did. i 

© "The Preacher, and ſuch an one as did not thinke him- 

ſelfe wiſe enough to governe the whole world, like a 
Catholike King;to rule the whole Church like an vni- 

1.Reg42.6 Verfall Bighop, or to rule his owne Kingdome;, for all 
his wiſedome, without wiſe Conncelors : but acknowlcd- 
gedhimſelfe too weake to governe a Kingdome leſle 

then Spaine,lcile then [raly ; and therefore he ſaith hum- 

L.Reg. 3.9. bly vato God, *Give wmo thy ſervant an ———— 
| heart, 
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het y to indge thu people , that I may diſcerne betweene good 


and badde 3 For Who 15 able to indge this mightie prople? O 
onorant Salomon, art not thou able ? knowiſt not thou 
whoisable? I can reſfolue thee, S*. Peters Succeffor can 
got only rule chat people , bur all the people of the 
world. Andyet heis no Preacher , and yet he fits fill 
jd oneplace , and yet he labours not to find out plea- 
fint words, and an vpright writing , and the words of 
guth , as Salomon the Preacher did. 


© The Preacher, who ſpeaking thus humbly to God , 
had the honour to heare Gqd ſpeaking to him, in this r. Reg. 33 
ous manner : Becauſe thou haſt aſked this king , and 11.12.13: 


ftwot aſked for thy ſelfe long life , neither haft aſked riches 
farthy £4 , nor h 1% the bf: of thine __ but ha#f 
ated for they ſeife underitanding to heare Indgement : Behold, 
Thane done according to thy Words; Lo, Thane giuen thee a Wiſe 
and wnderitanding beart , fo that there hath beene none like 
thee before thee , neither after thee shall ariſe the hike wnto 
thee. I doubt nor, had the Bishop of Remebeene licenſed 
to aske, as Salomon was , he would haue deſired long life, 
that his Cardinals might not poyſon him in hope to 
ſaccced; or riches , that heneed not begge Pezer-pence 


' through the world; or the life -E..encmies , thathe 


need not ſend 7eſzirs tomurthed Yhem , or diſſes to 
blow them vp. Therefore he miſſeth of what he would 
wish , and pretends to haue ;whilſt Salomon had what 


hee deſired, and more too; for God ſaith, have alſoginrr \ Reg. ry, 


thee that Which thou haff not asked \ both riches and honour, ſo 
that among the kings there shalbe none like unto thee in all 


' thydaies: None like him for honour and wealth: heare 


therefore Sa/owon the king ; none like him in wiſ- 
dome ; heare therefore Salomon the Preacher ; for he is 
Ss Peet C beſt 
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beſt able to ivforme you, and comes neerelſt yvnto that 
perfetion of wiſdome, wherin Adam was created; hee 
diſcernes the natures of plants, birds, beaſts, and fishes : 
he rakes paines to extiac obſeryations from them for 
thy inſtruQion : wrong not thy ſelfe therforc ſo much, 


heate whar he ſaith, obey what he bids, goe whither he 
commandsthee : Goe #0 the Piſmire, O Sluggard, conſider 

ber Wayes and be wiſe. 
2. The admonished : that is, the $/uggard : hee is the 
perſon to whom Salowor ſayth, Goe to the Piſmire_s. The 
©, . Sluggard, what's he? ſurely hee is a longer that js never 
Prov.1 3-4. Tatistied. The. Sluggard luſieth, but his ſoule hath moaghs . 
Frove14-:3- He is a prater that never doth any thing. 7» all labour 
there is abundance,but the talke of the lips bringeth onely Want: 
Proat.rs, He is alieni avidas, ſur profuſus, The Sluggard coneteth ever. 
26. more greedily,but the rightcoms giveth and ſpareth not. Hee is 
Pro.:6.14. a mooyecr without proficiencie: C5 the doore_s turneth 
| w/por the hindges, ſo doth a ſlothfull man-wpon hys bed. Hee is 
a niggardly prodigall; niggardly of his paines, and pro-« 
digall of his time, He that i ſſotbfull at bu Worke , i euen 
the brother of him that # 4 great waſtey, He is a couragi. 
ous coward ; a coward, for hee dares not goe out, but 
Pro.22. 13, faiths lon i 52 the Way, 7 5hall be laine tn the ſtreet: and yet 
- © couragious; for whilit he will not goc out for feare the 
Eccl.4s. Lyon s$houldeate him, he remaines Within, foldes wp his 
armes, keepes his knife inthe Sheath , and eates vp, bis owne/ 
flech: He 18a wiſe foole ; wiſe in his.,owae conceipr, a 
foole in Salomons.The ſluggard i wiſer in bis oWne conceipr, 
then ſeuen men that can render a reaſon, And therefore 
there s more hope of a Foole then of him. Hee is a reſolute 
Pro.13.44 Wavcicr, aconſtant changeling: val & non vwlt, (faith 
' ea the 


Pco.18,9- 


Pro,ts-16. 


as to loſe this oportunitic of bettering thy knowledge :' 


CO 
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the viſgar.) By this deſcription of Salomon we ſee, hee is 
alonging, prating, prodigall, cowardly, flow, ſcife-con- 
ceipted, certaine-vncertaine foole , who ſleepes 'away 
his time, and thinkcs all men are borne to vvorke, 
thache might play; conceipt hath: dam'd vp his eares; 
for he thinkes himfſeife wiſer then ſenen men that can render 4 
reaſon : and therefore will not heare, or will not be- 
keue, orwill not obey the dodrine that is taught ; his 
owne opinion is ſtill wiſeſt and trueſt , his owne way is 
fill beſt and righteſt, hee hateth' to be reformed, and. 
doth ſooth vp bimfelfe 'in' folly, oppoſing all that can' 


 befayd, witha ſilent 'and ſelfe-wil'dobſtinacie and con- 


tempt, deeping out his life in ſolitarie rerirement , and 


' brutish ſenſuality, as. if a Lethargie had ſeized ypon 


him ; and bound vp his cold braine in fargetfulneſſe 
both of -himſelfe and of God alſo. Heeis ſocors, thar is, 
2: 'corde; for he hath a head and wit enongh, but hee 
wants a' heart}, affetion; courage, conſtancie to'doe 
what heeknowes., He is piger, that is, pede eger: he lackes 
a foote to convey him to any honeſt and honourable 
yndertaking. 'The Ambaſlage of Spartz vyas, vvithout 
_ or footc; this man (if he bee worthie to bee called 
1min) hath neither hearenor foote :'butrockr aſleepe 
in deſperate ſecuritie, with a lullabie of peace and fafe- 
tic,he derides all happy admonition, and $shutting his 
eyes againſt rhe knowledge of danger, he cares not who: 
kils him, ſo hee ſees not his death, _ = 2504 99 
O Incredulitie, the wit of fooles : 
The Cowards caſ/le, and the Slug gards cradle ! 
How eaſie tis tobe an Infidel? 
To this man it is that Sa/om7 the Preacher lifts vphis 
yoyce like a trumpet, and rowſeth him yp from. that 
| bs Cz ſleeping 
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ficeping-ſtoole of his, with this acclamation,0 Suggard! 
Goe to the Piſmire, conſider her Waies, and be Wiſe. 

2. The Admonition: Goe to the Piſmire, conſider her Wayes 


and be Wiſe: Here wee finde three things adviſed: 1. 78 
ation, Goe to the Piſmire. 2. CA Conſultation ; Confer hex | 


Wayes. 3+ AConcluſion or profitable extrattion from the 


conſultation ; audbe Wiſe... | rey 
1.. IntheaRion, there is #exminmus 4 go implyed, and 
terminus ad quem expreſſed : firſt, goe from thy bedde, 


where thou ſlecpeſt in ſecuritic.; goe from thy ſelfe. 


conceited; opinion. and- imagination ; goe from thy 
ſenſuall pleaſures, thy bewitching paſtims , thy brutish 
paſſions, thy beaſtly. companions ; goe from thy cuſto- 
marie coldneſle and ſtupiditie; go from thy fearefull 
cowardiſe and infidclitie; goe from thy blinde and ſu. 
perſtitious folly, wherin thou art miſ-ked,, brought vp, 
and rockt aſleepe ,jas ina cradle , ſuppoling there 1s no» 


thing good, but that vyhich thou knowelt , no houſe 


commodious but thine owne., no ayre toliue in, but 
vyhere thou breatheſt , no life like that vvhich thou 
leadeſt in darknefſe and ignorance. 0 S/uzgerd, goe from 
all thoſe thoughts, ,and.goe to the Piſmire; gocin thy 


body, cxercig that, for ſurfers are. bred for lacke of- 


' Exerciſe , . and thy body ſo weakned and made vofit 
for any imployment ; Nay, vat wherein thou placeſt 
thy chicfe.fe)jcitic (which is ſleepe). would bee ſweeter 
to thee, if thou wouldeſt take: paines to exerciſe: thy 


Eccl, 5, 12, ſelfe vyith labour ; For the fieepe of him that trauelleth i 


ſweere Whether he eate litle or much ; but the ſatiety of the 
rich Will nes ſuffer him to ſleepe. Exercitium dicitur ſanum, eo 
quod conſeruat ſanitatem ; it is compounded of ex and 
arceo, becaule it drives oyt all diſeaſes; andan army is 
termed Exerctns, quod exercitanao fit melior, becauſe it is 
much 
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| much bertered by exerciſe; This the; Romans knew well, 
- and therefore yyere-not-only:.carefull to: exerciſe their: 


owne' perſons and the people at home, but their ar- 
mics abroad; and' to that end, in the time of truce or 


'{ affation of Armes ,/didcucr icaploy; them in making 
of cawſeys,: or walles, oridraines,. or fortifications, or. © 
- {ich like'\profitable-workes ; knowing well, that as wa- 


xercorrupts and ſtinks by ſtanding ill, but is preſerued 


{ byagitation, ſo the bodics arid mindes of mcnare cor- 
J mptcd by floth, and inabled and preſerued by ation: 
@ therfore,: © Sluggard, gee to the Piſmire,; if it; were for 


nothing-elſe;, but to cxcrciſe. thy body and prettniie it 


from diſeaſes: 40! 


-:D6ſt thou not ſee, (if thou haſt fo much heart to. 


| looke vp,or ſo much wit asto. conſider) doit thou not! 


ſee(/ay) whatwe were in Exg/and when wee vitd: ex: 
etciſes, eſpecially shooting, ryaning, vvraſtting/and the 
like ſtxennuous' and manly fportes ?rhow :able:,' how 
ſtrong , howaCtiue, how healthfull , how honorably 


. etteemed of our friends, how terrible to our enemies? 


And feeſt thou not ſince wee left: thoſe ;*(I'know nor 
yponawhat peaceable and politique pretences)/howour. 
bodies are generally weakned;;'our mannersicorrupted,, 
ourhealths impayred; and our eſtates walted in drun- 
kenneſle, glutconie, Jecherie and pride; yea, how wee 
m" contemned;' and--ſleighted., and'counted rhe off- 
couring of all Nations ? 0 S/uggard,. goc therfore to the 
Piſmire,conſider her Wazes, and he Wiſe: | 

But if thou thiakſt it too much toyle to go perſonally 


. to the place to behold and fee the miner of the Piſ- 


wires working, and the courſe she takes iu ordeti::g of 
ber affaires (though this. would helpe and: aduance 


the buſigcs in hand very much, and make thiugs clea- 
3 xcr 


Lo 
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rer to'thy'conceptiony yergoe inthy conceipt, goe in' 
thy imagination ,\goe it-thy:tninde 4" that'is)call to re- 
membrance whar thou haſt ſcene, and 'iread;'and heard 
of thar little creature, compare thy ſclfe and her toge- 
ther, thy witand hers; thy-ſtrength and hers', thy n#- 


1498.49. 39 ture and hers; thy vvayes andhers;then conſadty-of it ad 
viſed!y , and after give fentence , and  peake whar- thou' thin. 
Se. ior 212640 $108 net oe 2311 TE Leif e107 * 4457 


2. The conſultation: Conſider her Way es. Conſideration is a 
ſcrious:examination of anybulineſle, with the cauſes, 
effeas;breginning,.cooinuance; and: iflue-theteof. "Its 


_ arefiedion ofthe minde vpon ir ſelfe; from-ſome wor: 
thy obje&; a rumination of the judgement, ponde-. 


ring, and revolving ſome matter.in hand,”ynrill the 


ſame;be perfetly. digeſted, ſertled, and diſpoſed; by rea. 


ſon :\/The_lacke-dbrhis, is that wyhich,vvholly keepes: 


men in;flouth, and ſo inall finne'andiigrorance,whillt: 
they. doe not cofiſider<Eitherrthe-: reward: of-glorie,' 


vvhich they loſe .by omiſſion of good and» vertuous 
ations;or the punishment of shame, and eternal paine,, 
which they:procure tothemſelves by finne- and flomh- 
fulneſfſe.And this'is that vvhich the, Prophet alledyeth; 
Ter. 12.17, 353 cauſe of all miſcric happening to- the lewes: 4/the' 
Defolatio- Lard is fallen into vrter deſolation 5. becauſe no man ſetteth his 
ne defolata heart to confiderit : now the Sluzgard cannot doe this; for 
eit omns Lis ſocors, fine corde ; that is, as: wee may interpret it 
terra,quia A GO , s ? 
nullusect Vyithout conſideration, or defeQtiue in that facultie; «. 
qui recogi= Although cuery man therefore, ar. the firſt ſight, 
rercert®; rhinkes conſiderationto be no-great worke., but that 
oreades _ . ; , 
the vulgar, the weakeſt may wel eftet Ir,yet the wile (vvho betrer 
conſider the matter, and whotruly can onely conſider 
vycl) know,:thatiic is-a difficult yyorke:, to conttat 
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' the whole powerof the ſoule to. 0ne narrow point, and 
whold it there firme,ftable,and:vamoued:vntill from, 


thencea teſolution or certaine condluſion be vvrought 
outand efieted, This cannot be done yvithout labour 
and praCtiſe,euen when the mind is moſt able, and the 
faculties at beſt command. :; But -vvhere'the mind is vn- 
Reddy,and the imagination too ſtirring,or the memotie 
too flacke , the [judgement (cannor- certainly, and to 


- good purpoſe conſider , as itshould or vyould, it theſe 
 yvere obedient. As vveſleeaburning-glafſſe held firme, 


contraQts and gathers the ynited beames of the Sunne, 
and;fo ſets the object on fire 3 but if either the glaſſe 
moue,or.the objet moue, itloſethithe force, at leaſt: 
fayles in the efet. This likewiſewee may ſee-molt 
cleerely in perſons , vyhoſe braines (as they. ſay) are 


crackt and diſtracted , how they flicker and flit in 
theix diſcourſe ,-45 the: phaiitafic: $hifts and+vvanders 


t9and fro; fo that theyican harilly: bring either their 
vwords'ito a-perfed period;, ordtiue their. putpoles to 
any determination, becauſe-of this detet, They may 
be witty,cannot be wile : and neuer.did Age ſoabound 
yid(uch bittle ſpirits as; this of ours; ©: 3:1: 511 

And to this end,, I remember a vvitty mad-womar 
(who found herowae diſeaſe,” and by long experience 
tooke notice of her:owne/imbecility) rolde a friend of 
hers, vvho demandei#, in whar part:she found the in- 
rerr@ptions. of her diſcaueſe ; fince for the preſent shee 
ſeemed yery ſoberiandcompoleii;,,asshee had wont.to 
be ::O my gogd friend (quoth: stee) lam, for flashes, 
but cannot Thizte : that js, $hee could not ponder, 
and deliberately conſider of this or that thing ,:as shee 
bad formerly done. .We ſec thereture, the lacke. of con- 
9/1 C 4 {ideration; 
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16 THE BELGICKE PISMIRE, 

fideration; I-meane; of the power to conſider ; is an in- 
clination to:madneſfiſe;;and the lacke of indenor , where 
the poweris preſentyisan inclination ro'folly ; and the 
lacke of exccution and ation, where invention and 
deliberation hane gone before, is not onely an incling- 
r ion, butan abſolute conſummarion offlouth and co- 
wardiſe,” In'which ſenſe Salomos faith, O mad:man, or 
O foole,or'0 Sluggard,or'O coward, (chuſe you which) 
Goe to the Piſmire , conſider her Wayes ,' and be Wiſe: that is, 
Ceaſc:to be:'mad , and become ſober ceaſe to be foo- 
lish, and become-wiſe; ceaſe to be a Sluggard, and be- 
come diligent; ceale to be fearcfull,and become coura- 
gious andaQtine: which cannot” be ,-except you conſi- 
der; that is, invent; conſult, execute, accomplish the 
vvorkes which are-proper to your yocation, wiſcly and 


ps. 04 be | | | 

 * Conſider ber Wayes : 1. Firſt,] conſider her in nature, 
Phyſically: 2; Secondly,.conſider her in moralitie, or 
the Ethickes :: 3. Thirdly, conſider heras a Statiſt,iathe 
- Politickes : Shee will affoord you leſſons euery way; 
and you. will-rchinke:her the more'vvorthy of your 
Paines, the more paines you take in con{idering of her 
W be 1 2201- YITEFMT 6 IJIGMNI0 I 5 HS Cl 3 13 4 

-: 1.. Conſider her in- the Ply/iks: : Her ſtruQureis 
admirable, whocan anatomize her? who can diſtin. 
ly judge of her parts ;and deſcribe her members? vyho 
can ſufficiemly. admire the 'Wiſedome: of her Maker, 
vvhilſthe loſeth'himſelfe , and all: the vvithe hath, in 
contemplation-of 'fo ſmall a- creature? [As a face, or o- 
ther piece drawne in the ſmalleſt- forme, oftentimes 
commendeth the Painter better, rhet1 in a faire and 
large Table ; eucn ſo inthis 4Hittle: creature, the admi- 
7 RR rable 
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rable skill of the Creator is diſcerned, as well-as in Le- Veal i; 
viathan or Behemoth , ge Whale or Elephant : © how de- © _ W". 
] kiable are the Workes of God, ({aith Siracides) and to bee vb 
| conſidered euen to the ſparkes of fire! EW 
The wiſeſt among(t the Greciars Or Romans have not Arilt.lib. 9 
thought their time mis-ſpent in the conſideration of 7% Ant 
this little creature ; whom they haue honoured in their plio, lib. 14, 
Hiſtories with the title of Cuiizty ; an attribute which <ap.30- 
thoſe two imperious Nations would vouchſafe to none 
but their owne people. Salommicemes to ioyne with 
theſe, or rather they with him , vvhen hee cals them 4 
Weake, but a Wiſe people. No creature ſubjeted to man pry, ;o.x5, 
did cucr obtaine this title, which is proper to man , but 
oncly the Piſmire , and the Bee; but theſe haue wonne it 
by ther yertues, and man js conſtrained to acknow- 
ledge how much they reiemble him , nay , how farre ' Bla 
they exceed him inthele particulars : | WH} 
1. Firſt, they are ciuill and ſociable , they cohabite Bn” 
and conycrſe,as the moſt ciuill Nations vic. They hane { REAR 
a kinde of Faire, Market, or mceting-place, where ki 
they trade and traffique neighbour vvith neighbour : ſo 
that you may obſerve the pathes and high-wayes be- 
twixt one nelt and another, is tiack't and bcaten plaine 
with theirlittle feet : yea, treading vpon rockes, they 
bave lefc the vifible piints of their diligent and com- 
mon commerce behinde them, tothe amazement of 
fluggish beholders. | 
2, Secondly,their propottionable ſtrength, bettered 
by induſtric and exercile, is ſeenc in the great burthens 
which they carry ; great , if we compare them witli the 
poiters themſe)ucs. 
3. Thicdly, their prouidence and wiſedome is ap- 
| D paraÞt, 


Fither a 
fnole or a 
Phy fician, 
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parant, inlaying in Summer ſtore 2gainit winter, in 
lofing no time, but taking oportunity of ſeaſonable 
yveather, and for feare of the yvoorlſt , vyorking in 
Harueſt by Moone-light : In diuiding their meare art 
the mouth of their Cave, if ir be roo great to carry in 
whole : in conditing and preſcruing their food from 
growing in the earth, which mans wiſedome cannot 
doe : and to this end bringing it foorth to dry in the 
Sunge or winde, if it hath by chance taken wet. 

4. Fourthly and laitly , in the ſolemne and loving 
buriall of thejr dead; which no creature but Man and 
theſe doe carefully and decently performe. 

Theſe are the obſervations of Ari/otle and Pliny, nci. 
ther need any man bce ashamed of ſuch Tutors , ſuch 
ſchoole-fellowes. . 

Doſt thou therefore deſire health, and to shunne 
ſicknes? Goe then to the Piſmire, conſider her wayes 
and be vviſe; If thou beeſt not a foole , shee vvill teach 
thee to bea Phyſitian to thy ſelfe. Shee will learne 
thce both to be ſtirring betimes , and to be neuer idle, 
but euer exerciſed : Diluculo ſurzere ſaluberimum eff. The 


Pro.21- 25 deſire of the ſothfull (Faith Salomon) Nlayeth him, for his hands 
Eccl.4-5* refuſe to'Worke , and, The wag foldeth wp his hands, and 


eateth up bis owne flesh;; that is, he kils himſelfe with 
flothtulneſſe , whilſt he prouides not againſt it , and 
breeds the ſcurvie, gowt, ſtone, and other diſcaſes, 
for lacke ofexerciſe , as ruſt cates vp the ſteele which is 


Fccl.31.22, not vicd : Therfore follow the.counſel of Siracides; My 


Eccl.z8.15. rulcd, then there is a curſe that followes thee ; He that . 


ſonne heare mee, and d:ſpiſe mee not , and at the laſt thou 5hall 
inde as I haue told thee : in a'l thy Wores bee quicke , ſo hall 
there no ſickneſſe come vnto thee. But if thou wilt nor be 


ſmacth 
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firneth before bis Maker let him fall into the hands of the Phy- 
lan. 
4 Or doſt thou dcſire learning and knowledge ? Goe 
' thenalſo to the Piſmire, conſider her Wayes, and be Wiſe. An- 
rora Muſis amica ; whoſoeucr doth great things beginnes 
betimes. The firſt part of the day, the morning is beſt 
for ſtudic ; and ſo is the firſt part of thy life, thy youth: 
the impreſſion is then eaſily made , and whar 1s then 
gotten, may eaſily be retained if good; can hardly be 
loſt, iFeuill. Either thou mwſt riſe early , or run apace 
being late vp , if thou intendeſt to make any proficien- 
cicin the Aits. Beleene not me, who bewaile mine 
owne loſſes in this kinde too late, and am driucn there- 
fore to many hard $hifts to hide wy ignorance from 
the deriſion of boyes; who am oftea forced to travel 
for that which childrea know : (and who is hee that 
. can goe ſtep by ſtep all day with achilde and not be 
wearie? ) but belecue them which rooke time at the 
beſt aduantage, and therfore obrayned the excellen- 
cie of knowledge : Heare Salomon therefore and his ſe- 


cond Siracides ; Wherfore i there a _ in the hands of the Pro. 17. 16. 


foole to get Wiſaome,and be hath no heart? Get Learning With 


a great ſumme of money, for by her ye poſſeſſe much gold, But Eccl.51.18, 


how can shee be compaſſed ? very calily in youth, very 
hardly in age. Wiſdeme(laith Salomon'shineth and neuer fa- 


deth away,and is eaſily ſecne of them that lone her, and found of Sape6,1t- 


ſuch as ſceke her. She preventeth them that deſire her , that 
shee may shew herſclfe wnto them : Who ſo awaketh to her be- 
times, shall hane no great trauell ; for he sha/l finde her ſitting 
at her doores , To thinke pon ber then is perfeet vnderitan- 
ding, and Who ſo Wwatcheth for her, shalbe ſoone Without care. 
But perhaps thou art foolish, and thertore art afraid to 
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ſeeke , becauſe thou feareſt thou halt not finde : yet be 

not diſcouraged, bur therfore ſecke, becauſe thou art 

foolish , thou haſt the more need of her infiruion, 

And ſceke diligently , for if thou ſeekeſt her, shee vvill 

ſecke and finde thee ; let that incourage thy diligence, 

thy ſtudie ; Shee knowes thy wayes, and yyhere thou 

gocſt alone, ſadly thinking of her, and ſeeking to finde 

her with the expence of much Oyle; shee would finde 

thee ſooner , but then thou wouldff judge her ſcarce 

worth finding. Heare Salomon what he ſaith to this; 

Sap. 6. 16. She goeth about ſecking ſuch as are meet for her , and sheWweth 
erfolfe cheerfully unto them in the Wayes , and meeteth them 

n euery thought : for the moſt true deſire of diſcipline is the 

berinning; and the eare of _— » &s loue; and loue s the 
keeping of her lawes ; and the keeping of her lawes , ts the aſſu- 

rance of immortalitie ; and imomortalitie , maketh vs neere 

wnto God. Heare likewiſe what Siracides ſaith to this 

Eccl. 4.11, POint: Wiſdome exalteth her children , and receineth them 
that ſceke , and Will goe before them in the Way of rizhteouſ- 

mes : he that loueth her, loneth life ; and they that ſeeke life in 

the morning , shall hane ioy. Firſt, shee Will Walke With hins 

by crooked Wwayes , and briug him wvnto feare , and dread, and 

torment him With her diſcipline , vntill shee haue tried his 
ſoule,and haue prooucd his iudgement. Then Will shee returne 

the [traizht Way wnto him , and comfort him , and shew him 

| her ſecrets , and heape wpon him the treaſures of knowledee, 
Sap.1.14, 42d vnderitanding , pil rt onda But if he 20e Wrong, 
. shee Will forſake him , and gine bim oner into the hands of his 
d:/iruttion. Thus wee1ce, as the idle youth wandetirg 

Pro,7-6. vp and downe the ftreet, ſecking fatisfaQion for his 
luſt, mectes the Harlot ſecking him as buſily ; who im- 

br:ccth and kifleth him , and 1nyiteth him yyith fAlat- 

rering 
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tering blandishments, till shee draw him to her Lure; 


{a an oxe that goeth to the ſlaughter , and 4s a foole to the» Pro.67, 


fackes for correition , till adart ftrike thorow his Liver : as 4 
bird ha#teth to the ſnare, not knowing that he ts in danger , but 
thinking /folne Waters to bee ſweet, and breadeaten in corners 
to be pleaſant, becauſe both are eaſily gotten Without ordinarie_s 
Idour,Whili the divell is the broker and the bawd:) So on the 
contrarie part , wiſcdome and knowledge goeth vp and 
downe the ſtreet, ſecking to meete vvith all that ſecke 
after her ; yea, shee cries and proclaimes aloude , that 
chec is ready to inſtruR all that will attend and heare 
her.. Nor need wee bee diſcouraged becauſe wee are 
ſimplc,forshe is wiſe ; andif wee know not where to 
finde her, yet wee are aſſured shee knoweth where to 


finde vs. And obſcrue, that Salomon ſaith, Shee ſeekes ws Prov. $. 


in the ſtreets, and in every place: that is, A man that Will ailz. 
gent) give bimſelfe to obſervations , and to lay vp leſſons for 

w owne ini#ruction and information , may finde ſome remark- 
able poynt of Wiſedome in every thing hee ſees : inevery att he 
doth, or ſees done; Whillt the foolish and idle-brain'd ideots,who 
give themſelves over to the vaine fashions, and childish or Wo- 
marich curioſities of the time, doe paſſe by the mo#t ſerious paſ- 
fages , With a ſleight neglett or contempt of their Wort hineſſe. 
Therefore it is that Salomon fayth to ſuch, Goe to the Pif- 
mire, O Sluggard, conſider her Wayes, and be Wiſe. Conſider 


how much wit is conteined in that little bodie, vvhole 


members cannot be diſttguished by the moſt curious, 
sharpe,and inquiſitiue eye. And [ct this teach thee, that 
thy 1eaſonable Patt is ſpiritual}, and vyould bee as vvile 
asnow it is, though it had as little a bodice to inhabit as 
the Piſmires,nay, though it had no body at all. It is not 
the ſtrength, the beaur'e, greatncfle , or gracctulnetic 
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of the body, that addes to the minde. The excellencie 
of the ſoule is ſeene in high and vertuous afions, 
which oftener proceed from itigmaticke,weake,and diy 
bodies, (who follow their aymes vvith diligence, and 
induſtry) then from the excclleat formes, vvho rely. 
ing and preſuming too much an their natuiall abilities, 
negle& the meanes to better themſelves by attificiall 
Exerciſe. Goe therefore, O Sluggard, zoe to the Piſmire, con- 
ſider her wayes, and be wiſe. 

2. Secondly, conlider her vvaies morally, ( for foth is 
a vice, diligencea veriue ) and ſee what thou canit learne 
from her in theſe reſpeRs, for the enriching of thy 
minde, the bettering of thy manners, the honourivg of 
thy profeſlion. Slothisa ſinne; nay,it is the roote of 2ll 
ſinne, the mother-ſinne. For ſinne hath no exiſtence 
in nature, but isa privation of grace, a depravation of 
ation; ſothart in the alteration and change from 1jght 
to vvrong, there mult needes be a reſidence in ficth. . 


* Surely had Adam beene diligently imployed in his yo- 


Gen. I. 26+ 


cation, the entrance and acquaintance of Sathan had 
not beene (o eaſic, and open, as idleneſle and ſecurity 
made it. 

The contrary to this then, is, That dilizence ts a 
wvertue, and the yery roote of all yertue. Wee ſee man 


' vyas firſt created to ation, and enjoyned it ; wee ſee, he 


had his very being from aQtion; vyhere vve finde con- 
ſuttation about the creation of his bodie , and the infu- 
ſion ofa ſpirit, and this afterward performed by God 
accordingly. And then preſently after followcs his 
imployment , aſſoone as hee had lite ; yea, before liſe, 
God provideth a vyorld of creatures for him to take 
charge of, and a Garden to dreſle and keepe , that hee 
n1ght 


| 
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might want no worke, but aſſoons as hee vvas made» 


might reſemb]e his Maker, and bee a liuing image of 
his, and no dedd 1doll : for though it be true in ſome 
ſenſe that Luce ſaith : 

| uid querimus vitra? 

Iupiter ef quodcunque vides, quorunque movers, &c. yet 
man is mote expreſly the image of God, then any other 
hymane creature, in reſpect that he is not oncly actiue, 
but hath reaſon to guide, order, and marshall his aQi- 
onsaright, Now yet among(t men, the dikgent man 
' eemes onely ro bee the image of God, the Sluggard 
ſeemes in compariſon to bee but his idoll. 12 idoll 


thing cither to no purpoſe, or toevill. Soa Sluggard 
doth nothing in the World, or if hee: buſie himſelte in 
any thing, it is in ſome idle or ſuperfluous employ- 


not thoſe partes of bodie, minde, and authoritic that 
God hath giuen him tothe right end yyhereunto they 
vvere giuen him, that is, to Gods glory , his owne in- 
formation, and the good ofhumane ſocietie, and com- 
munitie. Thus if we looke into mans firſt becing and 
creation, or to his progreſſe and coutle afterward , vve 
Shall ſee, vvhilſt he vvilled freely nothing but whar 
yvas good, heedid diligemly vvhatſocver yvas good: 
but ſo ſoon as he declined from action to eaſe, and be- 
gun to glue way to a contrarie ſuggeition , he fell firſt 
trom dil;gence iato floth, and from floth into other 
D 4 actuall 


All to ation, to which hee vvas made , that thercin he. 


(aith the Apoſtle) i nothing in the World, that is, a 1:Cor-++V- 


meat, or vvorſe, in doing ſome milchiefe. ©72 idol! Plalyra, 
* hath eyes and ſees not, eares and heares not; a mouth,and ſpeakes 5 

wot ; feete, and he doth not trauel!: and ſuch a golden g,,, ,. x, 
Calfe or (ilver idoll, is a mighty Sluggard , vyho vieth 16. © 
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atuall finnes; and from ſinne, into death and deſtruai. 
on, the concluſion of all. | 
Eccl.42.22,  Weſceallthe creatures of God how diligently they 
boy and #3» diſcharge thoſe duties, wheieunto they 'were created ; 
Fl. 19-1,2, among others, the glorious Sunne (who is diligert in 
3,4.5,6- his conſtant and annuall courſe) will not onely teach 
vs by example, to be like glorious in diligence, but alſo 
lend vs light,to ſee the like diligence in all the creatures 
of God, euep in this little P;ſmire, vyhich creeping vp. 
on the ground, can hardly bee diſcerned through her 
{malneſſe; without good heed taken, and great dili- 
gence vſed. Yet ſince to her Salomon direteth vs for an 
example of diligence, let ys learne of her to know,that 
the Church hath a Summer, when wiſe men gather in- 
+ ſtruction, to arme them againſt perſecution, the Win- 
ter of the Church : That likewiſe eyery man hath his 
Summer, that is, the day of peace and proſperitic, when 
it is fit he gather provilion for the Winter of adverſitie, 
affliction, temptation, tryall : To this end beginne to 
ſtore thy ſelfe betimes; for man can hardly conquer 
and ſubdue his paſſions and aftetions,and the filthy in. 
clination of his nature to {finne, when cuſtome hath 
taught them to get head and waxe wilde: But in youth 
they are eaſily broken, and made tame, otherwiſe the 
weaker and older we grow, the ſtronger they grow: 
andgreat reaſon for this, becauſe they (ſpring firſt from 
weaknelle, they increaſe afterwards by reaſon of our 
weakneſle, and they continue and feed vpon our weake- 
neſſe.- Necdes therfore muſt we waxe weaker and wea- 
ker, whilſt they waxe ſtronger and ſtronger, as the 
worme in wood,or the Moth in wooll,till they have.vt- 
tcrly waſted thething that bred and noutished ther. 
Thirdly, 
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- + Thirdly, conſider her waies in the Polzziches . that Eccl.q2.24. 


| wy 
is, as a good Common-wealths-man; for it ſeemes this _ 


the naturall and proper drift of the plac, as the two 


next verſes immediatly following doe manifeſtly de- ceſcunr. 


clare; wherein the providence of the Piſmzre is illuſtra- 
ted by foure notes of obſervation : | 

- 3, Firſt, what $hee doth, is freely of herſelfe without 
coation, or inſtruction, having no guide, governour, 
nor ruler : how much more then ought man to do the 
like, hauing a Preacher to inſtru him, a King $0 go- 
yernc him, and all the creatures to admonish him of his 
dutie? 

2. Secondly, knowing the ordinary meanes to pre- 
ſrue 1.;fc is food, and that the ordinarie ſeaſon to lay in; 
this proviſion, is the time of Summer : Shee both fore- 
caſts where beſt to provide hetſelte, and then diligent- 
ly takes the oportunitie of the time for her beſt advan- 
tage. For 5shee knowes, Vinter may bee long, hard, 
Sharpe, and tedious, and therefore 5shee layes in good. 
ſtore atorehand, that if hee should be beſieged by froſt 
and ſhow,yet 5hee might feele no ſcarcitie. 

3. Thirdly, from hence and other places may bee 
colleed this point of vviſedome beſides in her, that 


shee doth not onely and barely know this by a naked 


ſpeculation ; but conſidering it aright , shee puts it 1n 
practiſe, and makes vſe of cuery occaſion , for the full 
and finall accomplishment of her purpoſes. 

4- Fourthly and laſtly , becauſe shee is but weake of 
herſelfe, hee vnites herſelfe vvith others, making her 
Nett a perfed plat-forme of a Commonwealth , as 
knowing herſclfc by this confederacie, to be ſafer from 


forraine inyaſion , and that to dwell together in com- 


munity 


Muad, 
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munity, as it wete in a citic,is farre more commodious, 
then to inhabite a ſolitarie manſion, where there is nei- 


doubt, nor ſocietie in time of pleaſute. Theſe things she 
doth, I fay, of her ſelfe, without a Tutor, or a head and 
governour, to binde her vvith others in a ſtri&t league 
of amitic; and herein shee becomes a Tutor to man, 
Pro.30.25, and makes Reaſon a Scholer to Senſe ; laying the per. 
Qui admi- fe plat-forme of a Common-wealth, which ftooles ad. 
OO” mire, cowards and {luggards maligne,wiſe men imitate, 
tur, Ariſt, DO Man excecdcs. | 
Metaphyſ, * And if yvec looke into the ſocietic of man, vvee 
aÞ-J. Shall finde, the greateſt felicitie to be in ſuch places,and 
among ſuch people, as are ordered according to this 
preſident : that is, Where there is moſt diligence vied, 
and vyhere flouth is molt carefully avoyded : for it 
ſtands vvith reaſon, that vyvhere many joyne in an 
orderly and vnanimous conſent and combination, the 
ſucceſſe muſt needes be there proſperous and happie : 
But vyhere as ſome draw backe and ſtand ſtill, vvhilſt 
others draw forward and proceede, they doe not onely 
Siforder and diſtrat the diligent , but increaſe their 
burden , and make the draught heavier to ſuch as Ia- 
bour. Thus in Armics,a few Cowards may occaſion the 
loſle of all, and a few valiant perſous reſolutely knit in 
onc fortune and ingagement, may diſcomfite a multi. 
trade of negligent perions. Sloth is the Nurlcrie of cue- 
ryevill in a Common-wealth,fearcitie famine, beggery, 
theevery, {edition, diſobedience, and tially, the ruine 
and diflolution of the whole bodie and frame of the 
State a1iſcth from thence. | 
It is written ofthe <Halabars in the Eaſt Indies, that 
| | their 
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their Noble.men called Nagros, weare long nailes on 
their:handes; to shew , that they are Gentlemen , and 
-no workers; for to worke they are ashamed ; others 
muſt worke for them, and they were borne tono end 
in the world , but to liue and cate, and drinke, and 
waſte the good creatares of God , and ſo to doe mil- 
chiefe till chey dic ; wherein they ſceme to reſemble 


- Swine, who are never either pleaſant or profitable , till 


they be ſecne jn a dich. Wee ſee all the beaſts and 
birdes of prey, arc not ſo ſociable or v{cfull ro man, as 
thoſe that labour diligently for their liuings with man. 
There is more vie of the Horſe , then of the Lyon; of 
the Oxe, then of the Beare ; of the sheepe, then of the 
Wolfe ; of the innocent Doye, then of the rauenous: 
Kyte, Buzzard,au:Hawke; though many men rather de- 


light toalfoeiatothemlſelues with theſe then with thoſe, 


to shew the lazie diſpoſition of their baſe ,. barbarous, 


and iyrannous natures; and how muck they incline to: 
| the cxecrable cxample of Carr, or the new-found Cani- 


bals, the ſonnes of curſed Cham. 
I nced not traucll farre for examples in this kinde; 
the Monopoliſts and Impouers of our Land, and the 


icreligious Impropriators, who prey vpon Church and: 
State , are of this Order; yea all our private Wealth: 


ſwarmes vvith theſe Monſters , and their breede 
is from the lazie ſcumme of counterteyr Gentilirie, 
who bearing thoſe Armes idely , which their dili- 


gent Predecctlouss haue purchaled as badges of ſome 


honorable atchicuement, doe thereby diſgrace their 
Originals , as if they were priuzledged ro be vicious by 


the redundancy of their predeceſſors vertues. But as1t , .q ._ 
is true that the Philoſopher taith, Ngbile e5# quod ex bono Anu. ts, 1, 
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procedit genere : lo it is as true which he likewiſe faith, 
Generoſum eſt , quod non a natura ſua non degenerauit: theſe 


therefore cither being baſe in their Originals, or dege-. 


ncrating from the nobilitie and vertue of their Ance- 
ſtors, become of Common-wealths-men, common-woes-men, 
and ſtudy to doe ſuch aQs, andinvent ſuch projeds, as 
may vndo the publique for their private and inordinate 
delires. Yea, the example of theſe ſo corrupts the State, 
and ſo ouerſpreades the face and body thereof, like a 
Canker or Tetter-wormezas it hath wel-nigh caten our 
the valiant race of the ancient English yeomanarie, which 
was one of the chiefe glories of our Nation , and the 


principal baſe and foundation of the Common-wealth, . 


at leaſt of the ſtrength and libertie thereof. Not that 
heereby L[ intend to diſparage the Nolvlities. ( which 1s 
ſupplemenrum , or complewentum , as the orher is frmzamen. 
zum Reipublice) butrather to preſerve it intire from mix- 
ure. and coagulation, and to lct all men (ee that the 
roote of eucry commendable yocation is diligence; 
and to be without a yocation cannot ſubſiſt with true 
Nobility.For all the honors & priviledges of the ancient 
Nobilitic,were granted vpon this ground,that thcy had 
worthily ated ſpmething for the generall benetit of 
many : yea Principalitie it ſelte ſprings from this lp w, 
but truitefall. root. So that as: Primum ens conſideratum in 
Metaphyſica,eft illud quod prins eft nebilitate & caritate : Sit 
in Phyſua, ſicin Politica, &c. And therefore virtms & ma- 
hitia determinant nobiles & ignobiles , ſervos & liberos : ac- 
cording to that which Siracides faith: Bleſſed is the rich 
that 1 found Without blemich , and hath not gone after gold, 
nor hoped in mony and treaſures. Who ts he? and Wee Will com- 
end bim: for Wonderful things hath be done among [t his peo- 


ple; 
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ple; Who hath beene tricd hereby and found perfft ? Let him 
bee an example of zlorie. Who might offend , and hath not of* 
fended , or might doe enill and bath not done it ? Therefore 
hall his goodneſſe bee effabliched , and the Congregation 
shall proclaime bs lone and charitie. And at.er , tpea- 
king of Enoch, Noe, Abraham, Iſaak, and Tacob, the ancient 
Wotthies, and of their workes of wildome, he ſaith , 4 
theſe Were honorable men in their generations , and Were Well 
reported of in their times. There are of them that hane left a 
name behind: them, ſo that their praiſe shalbe ſpoken of. There 
are ſome alſo Which hane no memorie , and are pertched , as 
though they had nener beene , aud are become as thouz! they 
had neuer beene borne,and their children after them. 

Thus if we looke into Antiquitie amongſt the Eth- 
nickes , cuen vnto thoſe that canonized , or rather dei- 
fied their Princes, we shall finde, that when the de- 
fire of dominion began to diiturbe the whole World, 
and brake out into open hoſtility and invalion , the di- 
ligent and induſtrious perſons were forced, for their 
owne ſafety , to elect out ſome of the (trongelt from 
the reſt, to be their guard from forraine aſliults: And 
to theſe they gaue both titles and priviledges, 10 incou- 
rage their diligent attention on their offices; yea and 
af death did ſo farre celebrate their happy memo- 
ries,as the Ages following (ignorant of the true caulc) 
made them gods, and gaue them divine honour; c{pe- 
cially the Poets » which were the Chroniclers of rhuſe 
times. Thus it appeares, that Nobility was firſt ftiom 
Office, not from nature , among the Heathen : and for 
the lewes, Siractdes (peakes of the ludges who gover- 
ned the State, and defended them from forraine ryran- 
ny. Let (laith he) their bones flour out of their place , and 
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their names by ſucceſcion ,, remaine to them that are moſt fa- 

mons of their cheldren. So not the eldeſt ſonne, bur the 

molt vertuous and aQtiue, is the heyre of his fathers ho- 

nors,though the othicr be of his fathers titles and lands. 

Thus whether we looke on the roote or branches, 

wee hall finde Nobilitie to ſpring from ation, and to 

die by idleaetlt : ſo that it is true which the Philoſo- 

Arit.Rhet pher laith ; Honor eff benefatti & operations ſienum. Now 

lb.z, for any man thereforc to purchaſe honour without 
ſome worthy aCtion fore-going, or for any. man to | 

conferre this without merit concurcing, is not truely 

to be Noble, but the idole of Nobility : and ſuch Parch- 

ment honour , (as One well calls it) is nothing but as a 

licence to be idle,or to begge withall , becauſe they put 

; - Hiſt. ofthe 54 (9 00 better vſe. Great and Worthy ations (as the ſame 
_— 5 Author faith) are the right children of honourable perjons 
Who live not ſo much in the yſſue of their bedies, or in the name 
and title of their fore fathers Nobilitie , as in the yſſue of their 

| mindes, their good deeds , and the good name thoſe good deedes 
Eccl.33. 21, haue gotten them. Therefore ſaith Siracides , Let all thy 
workes be excellent, that thine honour be nener ſ{ayned. The 
workes that Nobility is originally tyed vnto, ate ates 
of bountie, juſtice, charity, piety, loyalty,and prudence; 
to waich and wardc, and ſtudy, and counſcll, for the 
Common-wealth; torcſecing that they doe no injury 
to it themſelues, nor {ufferit, through their flouth and 
negligence, andcowardiſe, to receive prejudice from 
others. For a Noble man therefore to be a Monopo. 
liſt, or a racker of Rents, or a corrupt taker of biibes, 
or a protector of wicked perſons, or to buſie or employ 
himſelte in prinate workes , as common perſons doe, 
is 20 deny his owne-office and calling, honour and bee- 


ing. 


&.. 4 


ing- For ſuch are the Guard; the Sentinel, the Watch» 
the Perdu for the Common-wealth ; great reaſon they 
$hould therefore ſtand rogether , and defend the State 
vvith their goods and bodies, from an invaſiue warre, 
and not invade it themſelves by force or fraude, as if 
they vvere open enemies. Ir is therefore farre yofit for 
true Nobilitic to be educated in an idle courſe of lite, 
and trayned vp onely to hunt, to hawke, or daunce, or 
drinke, or court, or play, (the ordinarie exerciſes of cheſe 
degenerate times)when the contrary is injoyned them; 
as if it were expreſſed in their Patents, vnder the for- 
feiture of their honours. So that they ought to ſtudy, 
and take care by all meanes, to inable themſelucs for 
. thegenerall ſervice of the State in publique imploy- 
ments, to vvhich end they yyere firſt created men , and 
after by men like themſelues, adorned vvith honoura- 
ble attributes, vvhich are the badges and 'attendants of 
honorable ations. 

Itis yvell therefore, yyhere the children of the No- 
bility are trayned vp in counſell and militarie affaires: 
Where they ſeeke the warres, and places of ation as 
their proper Academies; and doe not thinke them- 
ſelues accomplished, till they arc able both to adviſe, 
and execute in matters of State. But on the contrarie 
ſide, where the Nobilitie liue idlely, acquainting them - 
{clues with all effeminate fashions, and mollifying piea- 
ſures; vvhere in ſtead of good bookes and examples, 
(the true mirrors of the mind y they drefle themielues 
in no other inward habite of vertue , then ſuch 2s the 
eyc of their Miſtreſſes judgeth fit : vvhere no other 
counſel! is called for, but the Page, the Foot-boy, and 
the Coach-man : no other ation exerciſed , but 
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Court warres; no other armour vſcd., but vvhat the 

Taylor and Sempſter put on:; no other enemy ſeene, 

-but vvhar the Stage preſents, and no other end pro- 

pounded to honour, then the purſuit of caſe and plea. 

ſure : Where the Yeomandrie (to bee lightned of the 

heavie burthen that preſſeth them , by' exaQtions and 
projes) are content to paſle yvith-their eſtates, to pur. 
chaſe themſeclues thoſe lazie and idle attributes of ho. 

nour: And the Merchant, Mechanicke, and Husband. 
man, couſen cach other interchangeably ; and all for 
their private gaine, prey vpon the Common-wealth; 
there mult necedes deſolation and diſſolution follow. 

I haue ſeene in Scotland the miſerable Cottages of 
the poore Hindes ; and 1 wondered awhile at the cauſe, 
imputing it cither to the barrenneſſe of the ſoyle, 
or the lazie diſpoſition of the Commons : But 
vvhen I looked yp higher, and inquired diligently 
into the true cauſe, I found the Land fertile, the poore 
men painfull, but the lordly Owner is in all-the fault; 
who deſirous to live at Court ( not for ation, but idle» 
neſle) muſt raiſe his Rents to the extreameſt racke ; yea 
pull one piece from another vvith violent torture 10 
this end. And that he may doe this the better, hee ne- 
uer lets out Leaſe but from yeere to yeere ; and he that 
gives moſt is the next new Farmer for my next new 
maſtcr : I ſay for my next new maſter, becauſe of late 
the auncient Owner, by this idle courſe hath learned 
to out-law himſclfe of all ; ſo that the diligent tradeſ. 
man cares outthe lazic Lord : and as the Poet ſings of 
Troy, jam ſeges vbi Troja fuit, ſo may I fay of theſe, the 
Taylor hath 'taken meaſure of many faire Mannors, 
and {uryayed them by the Yard-wand; making that the 
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| Iwobs-faffe to leuell the Nobilitic : who being carefull 
todreſſe themſelues ſuperfluouſly brave , care not for 
their countrie,, but make that naked and ragged ; and 
the poore Tenant vncertaine to ſtay longer then his 
yeare , is loth to builda neſt foranother bird : and ſo 
the Land is impouerished , and polled, and every thing 
expoſed to waſte. Bur this 1s not all the miſchiete , for 
the poore Tenant yndone alſo by this hard Farme, and 
outed of all, (having notwithſtanding his paines and 
providence, caten vp his horſe and cowes , and whole 
eſtate ) now fals either to theft or beggerie; in yvhich 
lazie kinde of life, hee ſoone fiades tuch ſweetneſle, as 
hee wonders not now. that his Land-lord loued his caſe 
ſo well, ſince he ſees by experience, that proverbe ro bee 
truc which ſaith ; Well fare nothing once in the yeare—- ; for 
ſuch as haue nothing are vyithour care or fcare, and 
may ſit (till when others muſt looke out. You may as 
well reclaime him from this courſe , as you could be. 
fore his Land-lord from that curſed crueltie and cxaQti- 
on , whereby he firſt fleade his Tenant , and after fiript 
himſelfe , and puld his owne eltate ( in the juſt judge- 
ment of God ) ouer his owne eares. Now he fil> the 
Common-wealth with beggers of his owne breed ( as 
lowſy perſons their next neighbors with vermine ) and 
mecting with many like himſelfe, bound yp togetherin 
one fortune and condition , hee becomes vvith them a 
dangerous body, fit for any deſperate aitempt , cither of 
the ryot, or rebellion ; as waters falling trom a ſteepe 
hill rajle a floud in the next valley. And thus vvhercas 
they yvere profitable and diligeat members, the tdlc- 
neſle and floth of other men haih made them ſupertia- 


Ous Cxcrements to be cut off or purged out ; for feare of 
| facther 
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farther infetion. And whilſt I ſpeake of Scotland, be« 
cauſe jtis there a generall praQtiſe , I except not Enzland, 
as if this ſinne were a ſtranger in any part of Brirraine : 
For though I muſt coateſle it is not ſo vaiverſalla cu- 
ſtome with vs, both in regard of ſome long Leaſes yet 
vnexpired, and of ſome good men yet left, who beare 
the honorable Characters of their Anceſtors, and in re- 
gard of the Yeomandrie ( who are not yet wholly ex. 
tinguished , and who are the only men that ſupport 
the liberty of the State , and make it ſtill retaine ſome 
reſemblance of the ancient countenance ) yet it hath 
gotten ſuch footing, that enen good men ( thinking 
they may doe with their owne what they liſt ) forget 
that they are Gods ſtewards, to doe good with their 
goods ; and that they are truſted with ſuch an eſtate, for 
the benefite of more then themſelues , for which they 
muſt giue an accompt : but ſuppoſing themſclues to 
 Sap-IS"12+ Jjue in this world as in amarket , imazine there is nothin 
elſe for them to doe , but to buy and ſell , and that the only end 
of _ creation and being Was to gather riches , by all meanes 
ofrible. 

4 And looke now from the Noble-man , or from the 
Pope himſclfe, ( if wee count him the higheſt ) through 
euery office, trade, or profeſſion , to him that holdes 
the plough, if this be not the common praQtiſe and 
courſe of life, as if the very end of each mans beeing 
were to inrich himſelfe by the lofle of others , yea by 
the loſle of all; and the more he doth thus, the more 
wiſe he is thought to bee, and the more worthy of pre- 
ferment; and if he doth otherwiſe, he is cſteemed but a 
ſimple fellow, vnfit foraony imployment. Toinſtance 
this in two or three particular profeſſions at _ 
| | | * looke 


THE BELGICKE PISMTRE, _ 


looke vpon the Lawyers, and feewho it is amongſt 
them , that refuſeth co plead againſt ttuth and innocen- 
cy, forfalſchood andareaſon , if he may haue his Fee. 
Looke vpon the Clergie, if there bee not a D. Shaw, 
ready to jultifie any action or opinion which should be 
borne out with the ſtrengch and authoritic of che time, 
and to prouc it Canonicall and Orthodoxe, for the 
| hope of preferment. Looke into the Counttie, if the 
greedy Farmer doe not ingiofle thice or foure ſeucrall 
Farmes , which had wont to maintaine as many fami- 
lies; whileſt, becing vnable to ſtocke all of them ,. oro 
follow all of them being ſtockt, he beggars hereby him- 
ſelf, the poore,his Land-lord,and the Commonwealth. 
And though this be contrarie to the Law of the Land, 
and to all conſcience , yet in hope of priuate gaine he 
will doc it to the publique loſſe. Looke into all Offi- 
ces either of the Church or Common-wealth , if this 
abuſe be nor generall:ſo that the places which had wont 
to maintaine , and imploy three or foure able men, are 
now ingroſt by one that perhaps vndetiſtands nothing 

| 1a them , but mult execute by deputy ; nay , perkaps 
this one ignorant man ingroſleth wo or thice of thele, 

to the gencrall detriment and dilcouragement of all. 
And whercas heeretofore able men both in ſtate and 
otherwiſe, were choſen to high and honorable places, 
who would neither giue bribes to come in, nor necde 
take any bccing in ; Now others arc imploycd too ot- 
ten , who mult bribe to come 1n, and muli needs take 
bribes to recouer their expences, and to maintaine their 
eſtates, bcing once come it. Would to God there were 
an Act made, that whoſlocuer should ſecke diretly or 
inditealy, by himfclte or friends, by mony cr other- 
' 2 wilC 
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wiſe, any office in Church or Common-wealth, till he 
were thcreunto freely called and invited by ſuch as had 
lawfull power, might thereby be diſabled to enter, and 
bee caſt out, vpon proofe,, beeing entred. Then men 
would labour to make themſelves fit, and that might 
truly be rermeda Caing , vvhich now is nothipg but an 
intruſon, viurpation, or purchaſe. Thus the ſiudie of 
privacie diſturbes and overthrowes all bleſſed commn- 
nitie, and turnes the bleſſings of God into curſes : for 
if God ſend plenty,the poore Farmer cannot liue,things 
arc ſo cheape, that all the increaſe hee hath cannot pay 
his Landlords Rent, it is ſet fo high, and proportio- 
ned to the greateſt increaſe, and .to the greateſt price : 
And the Land-lcrd can abate nothing of his Rent , ha- 
ving ſet his apparell, dyet, and other expences at the 
| higheſt pitch : if he Should abate of his Rent, hee muſt 
then abate of theſe alſo, which neither his wife, nor 
his childe, nor himfſelfe yvill admit : Nay rather let the 
poore ſterue, let the Common-wealth decay, and the 
vvhole runne tormuine, then they rcforme any of their 
ſinnes, or forbeare any of their ſuperfluities. Thus 

therefore whereas wee had wont to pray for peace and 
' plenty, vvhileſt charitie dwelt amongſt vs, now both 
rich and poore muſt pray for warre, ſcarcitic , and fa- 
mine, elſe one man cannot live by another. 

This is the effect of privacie, whilit every man cares 
onely for himſclfe,and negle&ts the Common-wealth : 
but hisis contraric to the practiſe of the Piſmire, vvho 
likea good Common wealths man , gathers for him- 
ſelfe and others in communitic. And therefore Salomon 
ſends vs to learne there a leſſon of true policic and wil- 
dome to doc the like :; Goe to the Piſmire, 0 Slnghard, 
(laith 


"1 OE" _—— 


foole; thus to doe, is to be truly wile. 


3. The Concluſion or extration remaines, which is, z8 
be Wife: For that is the end or ſcope of all; the thing 


whereia vve truly reſemble the Angels , and excell the 
beaſtes. As one ſaith very vvell, that Reading makes a 
full man, Writing a perfee# man, and ſpeaking a ready man ; 


ſo fay I heere : conſider the Piſyrire as a Naturaliſt, it Eccl, 38.14; 
will make thee agreat ſcholer : contider her as a Mo- Eccl-39.1+ 


raliſt, itwill make thee a good and diligent man : conli- 


- &rher as aPolititian, it will make thee a good Citizen, xcc1.49.4. 


a good Common. wealths-man. | 

To be a great Scholer, a gricar Philoſopher , to bee 
ſeene in the hidden ſecrets of Nature , to have the Arts 
ad unguem, the Languages ad verbum ; yea to know as 
much in all as LrzFotle; or more then fo, as much as $4- 
lomon did, is notyet toarriue at this point,to be wiſe. 

To vndetrſtand the who!e bodic of Divinitie, to re- 
ſolue all the knotry controverſies that are in the world, 


or may bee imagined, to confute all the falshoods, to - 


confirme all the truths thar are propoſed and oppoſed, 
to know as much as Salomon did ; and more, as much as 

Satan doth, is not yet to arriue at this point ,to be wiſe. - 
To beca great and perfect Politician, diving into 
thoſe arcana Impery that are calcd vp in filence: to bee 
acquainted with all forraine Countries and Cuſtomes, 
to know the natures ofall peop!e,and 10 be able to cairy 
aſweete hand, vyherewith to manage them cafily and 
naturally : to have awit apt and ready tor all times and 
turnes; fitting all perſons, places,and occaſions: to haue 
F 3 G12es 
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| (faith he) conſider her Wwayes ard bee Wiſe : that is, provide 
for others as well as for thy iclfe, provide for thy ſclte 
yvith refpe& to all : To doe otherwiſe, is to! play the 
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Gizes Ring, to ſee all, yet bee vnſcene : Mydzs eares, to 
hearcall , even the whiſpering of the reedes : Argue 


eyes, tO ſee all : Briariz: hands ; a finger in every corner 
of the world : to diſſemble more artificially then X44- 
chianell, more naturally then Zews the cleventh: 10 ex- 
ceed Achitophel in cratiy bypocrifie, to equall Hwuhai or 
Salomon in warrantable,honeſt, and neceflarie policie, is 
nor yet 10 arriue at this point, to be Wiſe. 

For he that will be wiſe, muſt nor onely labour for 
vviſedome, (that js, to get the Theory or bare Speculation 
thereof as it is a Science) but when he hath gotten thar, 
he muſt labour with wiſedome alſo, or ele hee can cf. 
fe nothing : that is, he muſt shew his wiſedome in 
action : tor 21rt in attione conſiftit. Wiledome is nor gi- 
uen that we $should fit ſtill and fleepe with it , or play 
or dally with it, as with a pleaſant companion, but to 
dire& vs in vertuous vndertakings. 

There needesno wiſedome to fleepe, to bee ſilent, 
ot to be idle ; the foole can doe all theſe as well as Salo. 
201 : But to watch when others fleepe, and to that 
purpoſe that others may ſleepe the ſafer; to worke when 
Others play, and to that end, that the idleneſle of one 
may not be prejudicial] to many, toall : to ſpeaxe when 
others will not, cannot, dare not; aud ſo to ſpeake, that 
others may beinformed, awaked , edificd, warned, in- 
firuQed, and made wiſer : this requires wiſedome , this 
1s 10 be Wiſe : that is , dil:gent, diicrect , and couragious, 

The idle and ſecure pcople were drowned in the ge. 
nerall Deluge : there necded no great wildome to doe 
as they did. A toole can (ir ſtill, and laugh, and ſing, 
tillthe vyater op his winde, and he be drowned ; and 
lo can a drunkard, ora mad-man: but to obey rhe 


yoyce 
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yoyce of God, to vvarne and admonish others, to build 
the Arke,to prouide for the creatures as a maſter for his 
ſeruants,to enter into and ſtay in the Arke, till the ful- 
neſſe of time apointed by God yyas accomplished ; this 


required vviſedome, this yvasto be truly vvile : as Salo+ Sap. 10,4, 


mon ſaith , Wiſcdome When the earth Was overflowne , preſer« 
ved it againe,governing the juſt man by a little Wood. 


To vvaſte and impoverish a plcnritull Eſtate like 2 


Prodigall, to ſucke the life-bloud oat of the Common- 
yvealth, thereby to deject the ſpirits of men vvith their 
fortunes, and fo ſubjugate them ynder the yoke of (1a- 
yerie, to draw all the juyce and marrow from the veints 
and bones of a people , requires no great vvit to bring 
about : We ſec Claudius the dullard,, N-ro the Mountt- 
banke, Caligula the deboshtdiunkard , (that had neither 
yvit nor honeſtie) could doe thisas vyell and as readily, 
as Tiberins , that had vvitvvithout honeſtic: But to fill 

the veines of a decayed eſtate, to inrich a Common- 

wealth, to reſtore libertie , and to rule by vertuous 
Lawes : this requires vviddome, and this is to be thus 
Wiſe. For the vycalth ofa State, ſtands not altogether in 

the vvealth of one man : The Prince may be rich, and 

the State poore,; but if the State be rich the Prince muſt, 
needs be rich alſo; his vvealth conſiſting in his ſnbjets 

loue : And vvhat he is,compared vvith his ovvne,is not 

reſpeted; but vvhai he is,compared to his neighbours, 

enemies, or Confederates abroad: nor is it vyarth 

thought, vyhar he hath alone in particular,but vyhat he 

enjoyes inthe generall, as a Prince in his peoples at- 

feions. 


To commit Idolatrie, (as allthc World did) to call Gen.1.13, 
that vaiverſal] , common , and catholique confuſion, and, Iz: 1, 
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Yaitic;to runne a whoring after our owne imaginati- 
ons, or the blinde obedicace of our blinde leaders , re- 
quires no great light of wiſedome, but what the fire of 
our owne luſt affoordeth. But (to doe as _4braham did) 
to come out of /dolatzrie, to leaue his parents and natiue 
Country; to deny our predeceſſors, and our ſelves alſo 
inticiog vs to /do/atrze, this requires true wiſedome, that 


' bs, tobe thus W/ſe. 


Gen, 19.16 


To cate, drinke, daunce, and riſe vp to play with the 
Sodomites; to abuſe our bodies woorſe then beaſts in 


* ſinnes not to be named, there needs no other wiſedome 


$ap-r0-6.7- 
Iob 3, To 


Iam. 3 o 6» 


Tude 2 3- 


then to follow the ſway of our owne corrypt concupi- 
ſcence; a beaſt can do this ( but that hee hath more wit 
then to doc it) vvith is much diligence as man : but to 
live ſoberly and chaſtly in this filthy place ; to make 
heere a covenant with our cycs, and cares, and tongue, 
and heart, that one should not ſe: the other on fire; to 
leaue this polluted place, not to looke backe, or touch 
a ragge ſtayned with the flesh, but with diligence to flee 
from Sodome to Zoar, this requires wiſedome, and this is 
to be thus wiſe. | 

This wiſedome heere ſpoken of, is requiſite in enery 
worke wee take in hand; lr lifteth vp the head of hjm 
that is low, and maketh him ſit among great men, and 
it ſatisfieth the deſire of all men living : yea faith Sao- 


Prov.22.29 9107, A diligent man in his buſmeſe fland:th before kings,@t. 


Nor can this vviſedome bee attayned vvithout much 
diligence : for though God filles the heart of cuery 
expert workman vvith vviſedome, making him natu- 
rally apr roclimbe towards ſome perfeQiop,yet he hath 
appointed labour as the meanes of attayning this ex- 
ccllencie ; iaſomuch as we ſee ſuch as exceed others a 
dill» 
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petice, exceed alſo commonly-in:the degrees: of perfec- 
rion, all thoſe that are leſſe diligent & attenriue at their 


workes, and therefore it is ſaid, that God fild rhe heart of Exod. 31.3 
Bezaleel o__ of Fry the ſoune of Hurr With the ſpirit of 3. 


Wildome and wnderitanding, to finde out curious Workes. SO 
God gives him wiſedome to ſeeke and to finde out, but 
if he Bake not he cannot finde y for labor js the meanes 
God hath appointed to this end, and Bezatcel 15 not 
borne a perfe& workeman, neither hath he his art alto= 
gecther by infuſion, but'by inſtruſtion, awd experiettees 


- and praQtice; nor yet by theſe (which are ſecond cauſes” 


and meanes) without Gods bleſſing , which is the firſt 
snd principall. And doubrleſſe though he would-never 


haue ſought to excell in his art except he had beene. 
wife (which wiſdome was a ſpeciall. gift of God exciting. 


him to ſecke,  & direQing him tv finde whathe ſought) 


yet he is not termed wile till he hath attained a-kinde. 


ofperfeQion in his art, by diligence and induſtrie; but 
then becing (as wee ſay) his crafts-maſter, he is ſaid to 


be wiſe, becauſe then his yviſdome , beeing drawne 


into aQion, is made viſible, and ſenſible; and profitable 
"which before.ſeemed tobe idle. And thus likewiſe in 


4+ 


the building of the Tabernacle,wiſdome is attributed to x,,ga. TH 


thoſe women who did ſpinne and worke with: their 
hands, for the full andperfe& furnishing of thatholy 
place with rich and decent ornaments. As if they were 
only wiſe which wrought, and the idle Goſlips were 
only fooles. And perhaps it is for this that Salon cals 


the Spider a Wiſe creature , becauſe shee layes hold With her Pro.30. 28, 


hands in kings palaces : As iff God ſet her ypon purpoſe 
there,by (pinning to admonish idle Ladzes of their duties: 
who (alatle) are growne fo foolish , as they ſcorne, or 

0 haue 


Pro.31-17, 


Pro. 31.31. 


 wroughrshee hall cate, ſinceshe 
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haue forgot to ſpinne with the Spider, whilſt yet of her 
they have learned to enſnare Burnterflies, and to poy- 
ſon them, yeato hang their copwebs in eucry corner 
of the Court, though much of it be built with Irish 
.Oake. The wertzous Woman ( laith Salomon ) oxerſees the 
Wayes of her huſband : $he doth not ouer-rule them as a - 
Lady , and miſtris, according tothe new English fa- 
Shion, but she ouer-lookes and revicwes them as a good 
helper, to make all ſure, that there may be no over- | 
ſights; and $hee eates not the bread of tdlenes; (that bread of 
idlenefle which is the common Diet bread of theſe .. 
dajes ) what therefore shall her reward be ? Traly that 
which shee hath deſerued, a double portion; honor, and 
maintainance: Giwe hey (ſaith he ) rhe Fruit of her hands,and 
let her owne Workes praiſe her in the gates : ſince shee hath 

Jach ſpunne he $hall 
be clothed; and shee is cloathed with her owne web, her 
owne workes praiſe her in the gates. All the world ſees 
what shce weares is her owne, God hath giuen hera 
wiſe heart & diligenthaad , ſo thatshee can both couer 
herowne nakedneſſe , and helps to courr the naked- 
neſſe of her hasband , childcen , and houshold allo : 
Such Clothes are farre more rich then cloth of gold; 
and this is praiſe enough for her, and shame enough 
for others, whoſe any”, le not witenovgh,nor hearts 
will. enough , nor hands art enough, to couer theis 
owne.(inne , their owne shame , their owne naked- 
neſſe. O Ladies blush for shame, ( if your ſophiſticate 
and adulterate beauties , in compounding whereof you 
only vſe diligence, will ſuftcr you to blush ) blush 1 
ſay, whilſt you eate the bread of Idlenefle , andtoote in 
eucry basket like Flyes,, for the firſt bloſſomes, to ſati- 
ate 
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ate your longing and luſting pallats, that would de- 
youre all the increaſe & ſtore of nature at a mouthful ; 
blush, whilſt you are clothed with the forraine-labours 
of the ſilly Silk-worme ; negleQing in the meane time, 


' the more commodious clothing of your Countriman 
the Sheepe, whoſe fleece , with artificial! fingers, mighe 


be made fit to be worne, both in the heate of Summer, 
and in the colde of Winter. Blush therfore- at your 
apish pride , and idle luxurie ; or, if you cannot blush, 


'tremble, leaſt with that lady of Hzeruſalem, thoſe (innes 
- berepaid with a ſcue:e judgement ; whillt yee are for- 


ced to cate, firſt the tlesh of your Children , and after 
that your owne flesh, if the hungrie Souldjers ſpaze you 
ſo long, as judging your painted carkeyſes too-muchin- 
Qed and ſurteited forrheir diets. But if you feare, and 
delire to avoide this courſe , heare and Stlow Salomons 
advice inthis place ; for to you he ſpeakes as well as 10 
your Tenants and ſeruants , whilſt he faith , Goe zo che 
Piſmire, O Slug gard,conſider her Wayes, and be wiſe. 

Now , ſince wiſdome is ſo requiſite for the life of 
man, as that without it a man is worle then a Piſmire ; 
and, ſince wee ſce tobe wiſe, is 6otonly ro know by 
ſpeculation, nor only to goe and to confider, bur allo 
to reſolue, to praiſe , and to execute what wee know, 
and haue conſidered , Ict ys vie diligence in confiderati- 
on :and firſt and ſpecially lt vs conſider who is the au- 


thor and giuer of diligence and wiſdome ; { for to finde Eccl.51.19, 


out that is none of rhe leaſt parts. of what wee ſecke } 
and let vs ſeeke heras Salomon did , that wee may ſo 


finde heras hee did. 7 have lowed Wiſdome and ſought her Say, 8-24, ] 
from my youth, 1 deſired to marrie her, ſuch loue had 1 unto hey: 


Neyertheleſſe , when I perceined I could not injoy her , except 
| G 2 God 


$ap-77. 


Fccl.-51.14+ 
ded - - 
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God gene ber , (and that was a point .of wiſedome alſo, 
to know whoſe gift itwas) 1 Went wnto. the Lord, and be- 
ſought hine'Wwith my Whole beart,:and ſayd , &rc. Sec then the 
cffe& of this : 1 prayed, and vnder/fanding Was given mee ;1I 
called, and the ſpirit of Wiſedome came wpon we. 

': When I'#4 young ((aith Siracides) or ener I Went abroad, 
Tdefired Wiſedome openly in my prayer ; I prayed for her before 
the Temple, und ſpught after ber wnto farre Countries. Hee 
travelled into forraine Lands, not onely for his private 
pleaſure or profit, to attaine the Languages, orlearne 
fashions, or by way of merchandize to enrich himſelfe, 
(which arci''the ends propoſed and pnrſued by all our 


moderac Travellers) 'but for the publique , that hee 


might returne able to ſerue the Common-wealth, and 
bring home ſome knowledge with him, to cnrich , a- 
dorne, or reforme the State wherein he was borne. 
Thus divers of the Heathen Philoſophets did the 
like, whileſt cither beeing banished their Countries, 
or making a voluntarie travell, they obſerved wharſoe- 
verthey ſaw might bee beneficiall to their Countries, 
and brought it home with them for the generall pro- 
fit of all. Thus did Lycurgus , Pythagor es, Solon, Socrates, 
Plato, CAriſiothe, Seneca; and before all theſe, Moſes, that 
mitror of Magiſtrates; who beeing forced to flic from 


: His native ſoyle, in forty yeeres ſpace had time to re- 


examine , and purge the Arts hee had lcarat io Egypt, 
and by forraine conference, and divers ſeyerall chan- 
es of fortune, to cxtrat principles of wiſedome and 
experience for future times, For aſluredly hee that ne- 
ver met croſſes or troubles, be his nature never ſo preg- 
nant, can be bur a foole, in compariſon of what hee 
wight.be, or in compariſon of others, But the beſt 

| ; Maſter 
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Maſter is he that hath ſerved;the beſt Pilot he th:t hath 
beene shipwrackt; the beſt Governour , hee that hath 
obeyed ; and the beſt teacher, he that hath erred. 4ſ#- 
redly the Crowne of old men , (eſpecially of Princes) is to haue 
much experience, and the feare of God ts their glorie, Caſt 
your eyes backe to Abraham, Iſaac, Tacob , Ioſeph, David, 
aad all the ſeryants of God, and markc how they were 
fitted for their vocations, & put to many hard ſchoolcs 
to learne wiſedome : yea Salomon himſeife, into whom 
God infuſed a plentifull portion of wiſedome , did not- 
withſtanding increaſe and perfe& the ſame by experi- 
cace. So that thovgh in his other words and writings 
he excell other men , yet in his Zccle/iaftes , (which is a 
ſurvey, areview , acenſure of all both of his life , his 
vvords, and vyorkes, and vvritten in age after all this 
addition of experience) he therein excels himſelfe, 
- Conſider in our owne dayes what! difference there 
hath beene betwixe Princes and great perſons, who 
haue neuer felt or feared the change of their Eſtates,and 
others who hauec beene perlecuted from their Cradles, 
and ſo forced to beware of their ſeeming friends, aſwell 
as of their profeſt enemies. 
Conſider if ever Age affoorded ſuch three Contem- 
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Ecel.25,6, | 


poraries , as Zlizaberh then of England, Henry the fourth ' 


of France, and [ames our preſent King and Soveraigne. 
The fictt and laſt perſecuted from their Cradles, be- 
came thereby wiſe aboue their fellowes; and the one 
did till her laſt, and the other doth continue a Defender 
of the Fuith, in ſpite of Hell , whoſe gates could never 
prevaile: (though ſet wide open) to touch a hayre of 
theirheads. The third , wiſe and yaliaar, loit the'true 
vic of both with His Faith ; when fearc and humane 

G 3 frailty, 
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frailty, for politicke reſpes, cauſed him to admit Their 
entrance into his State, vvho never left yvorking till 
they caſt him out; He by Gods juſt judgement becing 
made an example to warne other Princes, whileſt hee 
would not1ake example by the like fall of His Prede. 
ccſJours. | | 

A naturall foole cannot hee made wiſe by expeti- 
ence, nor ay other man without it. What knowledge 


Ecel. 34-9: hath he (ſaith Siracides) that s not tried ? Aman that ts ins 


10, I 1-1ds 


Eccl.20, 
29.30, 


firutted vnderitandeth much ; and hee that hath goed experi- 


ence,can talke of Wiſedome. He that bath no experience, know. 
eth little ; and he that erreth us full of craft. When I wandered 
to and fro, I ſaVv many things, and my vnderſtanding u greater 
then I can expreſe : I'Wwas oftentimes jn danger of deatb , yet I 
Was deliverd becauſe of theſe things : that js, by experience 
of the like formerevils. 

Andwhen all is done, if men hide vp what they 
know,they may vvell flatter themſclues with an opini- 
on of wiſcdome, of rcſervedneſſe, of privacie, content- 
ment, modeſtiie, and I wot not what flourishes : and 0- 


thers may perhaps ſoothe them in the ſame follies, and. 


perſwade them, that their cuts cover their pride, floth, 
and nakedneſle : but except wee draw out , what wee 
haue drunke in, for generall vſe, we are Sluggards, and 
vnprofuable ſervants: To which end a Pniloſopher 
ſaid to a ſilent obſerver of other mens mirth and free 
ſpeech at a Fealt : If thou beeſt a foole, thou doeft the part of a 
Wiſe vzan to hold thy peace ; but if thou beeft Wiſe , then doef 
thou the part of a Foole to bee ſilent : For Wiſedome that is hid, 
and treaſure that u hoorded vp, ſaith Siracides, What profit 
in themboth ? Better « hee that keepeth bis ignorance ſecret, 
then a man that hideth his Wiſedom, 


Bux 
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But ſome objec, that to vtter all and draw our ſelues 
dry , is the next way to be contemned ; Common 
things are caſt away, andemptie veſſels hauc the low-- 
deſt ſound. I anſwere, it is no matter, therefore 1 was 
filld to be emptied, my praiſe is not expected from men, 
but from God. What skils it, whcther my foule departs 
with many concealements, ( which might haue berte- 
red others had they beene lett behinde ) or haue freely 
diſcharged herſelte of all her lading, of all hee knowes? 
The latter is farre rhe better, | am the lefſle cumbred 
with accompt, and i shalbe the more filled with fresh 


glorie and knowledge : Do thou thy dutie betimes , and God tccl.q2.30. 


Wl gine you a reward at his time, 

All that I haue ſaid is to this end , to leade you by the 
hand , to the Piſmire of the vaited Prouinces, that con- 
fidering her wayes and courſe aright, ( which | purpoſe 
to lay downe with as much perſpicuity as I can to the 
meanclſt capacity ) wee may by her cxample, and Salo- 
mons inſtrution , grow wiſer then we are, though we 
fall short of what we ought to be. - 

Wee haue gone to Beelzebubthe god of Flies, to the 
Indians , Turkes , and other Heathens , for Drugs to poy- 
ſon our bodies, vnder colour of purging and clenſing 
them ; for infinite yanities to diſcouer our corruptions, 
vnder pretence of hiding them. And thus for lacke of 
conlideration , haue made all theſe things ſo neceſſaiie 
tovs, as if without them wee could not live: So that 
had not Colambus happely found cut the new world in 
time, there muſt needes have beene an cnd of the old 
world long betore this time. 

We haue gone tn the Cantharides of Italy , and lear- 
ncd there to provoke luit, vader colour of quenching 
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it,” To vitiate virginitie vnder the colour of profeſſing 
Chaſtitie ; To poyſon , vnder colour of preſeruing or 
curing ; To be jeaious overall but our owne lines; Tor 
plot and practiſe vvith hell, for the obreining of earth; 
To bee frugall of our vices, and prodigall of our ho. 
nours; To waſte our eſtates. in a retired kind of beſe. 
neſſe, where ſenſvalitic may bee cloſe and ſecure; To 
feede our ſelves, and to ſterue all others; To be wootſe 
then beaſts, and to make Saints of the Sodomites. And 
thus for lacke of conſideration, have made our ſelucs 


Politicke, Machiavelian, Atheiſticall fooles. , 


Wee have gone to the S;lke-Wworme, and learned there 
to vvaſte and ſpin out our owne bowels , to make our 
backes brave ; To conſume all in flouvrishes, Ban- 
quets, Makes, Revels, and metriments ; yvhileft our 
brethren in one faith, goefaſting in ſackcloth, arc be- 


fieged with dangers, threatned with Maflacres , and fit | 


mourning and weeping by the vyaters of Babylon : And 
thus for lacke of conſideration, vvee haue made our 
ſelves fantaſtique, diſſolute, deboshed, prophane, pro- 
digall and ridiculous fooles. 
Wee have gone to Abaddon the King of Locuſts, and 
» from that infernall pit of falshood, brought ſmoky ſu. 
perſtitions, to darken out ynderſtandings indiſcerning 
ſpirituall things, and old yvives fables, and lying Le- 
gends, to fright children, and infatuate men of more 
yeeres then diſcretion : And thus for lacke of due con- 
ſideration have loſt our firſt loye, and made our ſclyes 
blind, ſeaſleſſe, blockish,idle, and idolatrous fooles. 
Wee have gone tothe Wappe and Horner , which infet 
and ſting all Chriſtendome, and with them have taken 
{o deepe a draught of the cup which the Whore holdes 
in 
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in her hands for all Nations to drinke of; The brimme 
whereof shee hath cunningly hunnied with faire pre- 
tencesof ſeeming pictie , devotion, charitie , chaſtitie, 
willfull poyertie , obedience, vaitie, vniverſalitic, and 
ſpiced with glorions titles of the Catholique Church; 
as now wee are growen giddie and drunken, vnſenſi- 
ble of our owne nakednes,and ynwilling to heare of it, 
and ynableto hideit, And thus for lacke of conſidera- 
tion wee haue made our {clues vniuerſall fooles. 

Let vs now at the Jaſt (if it be not too late) goc with 
the Sluggard, to the Piſmire ofthe wnited Provinces , and 
conſidering her wayes,learne to be wile. 

Neither need wee be ashamed of ſuch Tutors, yvho 
come of the ſame race originally that wee doe, as our 
ſpeech witneſſeth, vyhich varicth more in pronunria- 
tion then in the elementarie foundation , as M. Yerſte- 
£47 , an able and indifferent iudge in this caſe , decla- 
reth. Beſides, they are ſuch whoſe natures and man- 
ners we better agree with, then withany other Nation: 
having euer found them plaine, but ture friends,both 
in theſe latter times , when Sparme would have fwallow- 
ed vs, and before that for many hundred yecres con- 
tiauance, as the conſtant Leagues betwixt them and vs 
manifeltly proveth. Conſider at this preſent, if they be 
not friends to vs and our friends; and foes to our foes ; 
if wee dare truſt any but them, if they truſt any like ys: 
if Nature hath not bound vs together in neceſlarie 
bands of Friendship ; and God by miracle firſt made ys 
meanes to preſerue them , that they might now be a 
blocke in the way to ſuch as wonld devoure vs with 
greedineſſe. If this bee notſo, why did not th&King 
of Bohemia reſort to Spaine, with vvhom wee hage out- 

ward 
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ward peace, asto aſure prop at neede? Or why doth 
he now ſtay and remaine with them, or at leaſt leave his 
deareſt Iewell-there, whileſt his owne Countrie is poſ. 
ſefſed and guarded by thoſe truſtic Spanich friends ? 
P:o-47- 17, A friend loueth at all times, and a brother i for the ttme of 
neceſſitie. O Spaine therefore , shew thy felfe a brother, 
or let the 1//uſtrious Lords the States, be knowen and ac- 
counted as they are, honorable, and religious friends ? 
But I have forgot my ſelfe : paſſion hath tranſported 
mee, I muſt leaye theſe Zlepharts, and returne to the Piſ- 
mire. 53 
Deare Countrimen, reade with patience that which' 
 followes, and conſider it adviſedly. The contents are 
a briefe colleQion of ſuch good Cuſtomes and Orders, 
as are cſtablished and practiſed amongſt this diligent 
and happie people ; ſome of which I could wish tranſta- 
ted into our Common-wealth. Many of them arc 
knowen to diuers:of our Countrie-men before ; ſome 
of them pur'in praQtiſe in ſome places alrcady , but not 
vniverſally knowen or praQtifed as I wish they were. I 


may miſſe ro mention many, I may meation fome a- *' 


miſle: I may hap to ſet downe ſome, that T might well 
omit, being neither proper nor profitable to vs. Many 
others could haue done better;none did it; I haue done 
my good will; and where you like what I propound, 
apply it, follow it, and you ſatisfie my private, whileſt 
you profit the publique. Goe zow to the Piſmire, O Shuz- 
gard, conſider her Waies,and be Wiſe. 

Now, that wee may vicw all as in a Map or Lantl- 
Kip with the beſt advantage, wee muſt conſider, that 
this State hath two great Enemics,the one by Land, the 
other by Water, which they by their wiſdome turne to 
| be 
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be profitable friends ; as vviſemen make greateſt bene- 

I ficof their greateſt adverſaries. The firſt of theſe is the 

- | Statcof Spaize, theotheris the Sea; the firſt vnites them, | 

5 the other inricheth them ; the manner how, Iwill a(- 

well as I may briefly and plainly deliver. 

4 The firſt, ſecking to caſt ypon them that heavy yoke 

) which-they haue shaken from their shoulders , doth by 

that meanes force them to ſtand cloſe together in their 

| owne defence, and by a firme contederacie, to conſoli- 

date their ſeuerall and diſtin& parts in a vyhole and in- 

| tire bodie, whootherwiſe would. fall aſunder, by divi- 

tion and contradition. vpon i cuery flight occaſion, 

vvhilſt it might bee ſaid of them as it vvas of lirael, 

Then there Was no King in Iſrael, but cuery man did What Iudg, 2x. 25 

ſeemed good in his owne eyes. -» 
\Imuſt confeſle, wihing them wel, (as I do, and as he. 

muſt needs do, that wisheth vvell to the preſent Church 

and Sraze of England) I should reioyce to ſee, (in ſtead of 

that monſtrous head too big for the body, vyhich hath 

cut it ſelfe off, by breaking aſunder the fundamentall. 

, Lawes and Liberties of the State', thoſe Ligaments that tye, 
members politique together) Ishould reioyce (1 ſay) to ſee 

me prevention invented againſt Change anddif.Vni- 

on, though vvith as much caution and limitation , as 
the Yenetjaxs ylc in the eleRion of their Dukes. And in 
the mcane time, Ivvish them a ſafe Warre vnder ſo 
ſlayed and adyiſeda Chicfe, rather then an vnſafe peace; 
which, bringing in corruption, would ſoone open 2 
doore to the Conqueror. For, as the ſtate of things now 
ſtandeth, behold what profit they make by the warres, 
which the peace would loſe them. 

1, Firſt, jt increaſeth their Shipping, cauſing them 

| | WEE 27 labour 
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labour to exceed their Adverſary by Sea , as farre as Hee 


excecdeth them by Land : Which truly, 1 thinke, they 


have accomplished , ſo that whilſt hee aſſaults them at 
home , he findes them threatning worſe warres to him 
in both the Indies, and blocking vp every Haven of His 
with their Men of warre. And this oddes they haue of 
him in theſe warres, that ( beſides their ſelfe-ſuſficien- 
cie, and ihe privie contribution and aide of their friends 
and confederates , which tremble ynder the formida. 
ble growth of the Spanish Greatneſſe ,” and fecke1o hin- 
der it this way) if His 1-djes furnish him with meanes 
to aſſault, the ſame Indies furnish them with meancs 
to defend : and 1 doubt not, but in time the warre that 
now infeſteth all Zwrope, will be remooved farther off 
into Aa, Aﬀica, or America : and that Hee , who 
now is the common aſſaylant, will be driven in all thoſe 
parts of the world to be the Defendant ,. and to write 
Ne plas vitra in Chriſtendome. 

As for the multitude of their Shippes it is fuch , that 
whilſt 1 conſider it, mce thinkes it probable, that as 
many of them inhabite the Sea, as the Land. Of this 1 


am affured , that divers families haue no houfes but” 


their Ships and Boates , in which they were borne, 
brought vp , and doe liue after a commodious and 
* cleanly manner: Andas they were borne, ſo intend 
to dye free-men ; infomuch , as if Spaize should jultle 
them out of the Land , they are relolved to people the 
Sea, andrather commit themſclves, with Noah, to the 
mercy of the waues, ynder Gods protection , then bee 
fubjc& to men, whom they haue found leſſe merci- 
full in cheir powers, and more boundleſle and vaſt in 
their delires, thenthe Ocean. 


And 
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And yet this diligence of theirs, in winning much 


: Land from the Scas vſurpation ; and this providence 
' of theirs, in making $hift to live with their Families at 


Sea in Ships and Boates , and Samorcuſes , when their 
Gochew will not affoord that numerous people houſe. 
roome : and that generoſitie and nobility of their na- 
tures , in ſtruggling for their auncient and native free- * 


dome, againſt ſo potentan Adverſary, (a vertue that 


hath beene hereditary , and long ſince obſerved by Ta- 
dm in theſe warlike Batavians) are now all turnedto Tacie. 


vices by Envy ; whocan ſee nothing good in this peo- Anval, lib, 
ple, nor any thingevill in their Advertaries. It is more ** P10» 


juſt for Spayne to ſupplant them , thenfor them to ſip 
plant fishes ; and that which doth commendthem, that 
they can line any where, muſt ſo diſgrace them, as they 
may be thought vaworthy io Tive anywhere. But let 
Envie ſtill rayle freely , whilſt theſe enjoy their free- 
dome; and may they ſtill want domeſticke neceſlaries, 
whilſt this want neceſſitates their diligence , and occa- 
oneth the encreaſe of their ſixength by Sea. 

"As their shipping , fo their Exciſe payes a great part of 
the warrce , and returnes that money which they dif- 
burſe to the ſouldicr home againe, As vvee ſee the”, 
Sunne exhales vapours from the Sea; theſe , bottcled 
vpin cloudes, fall dovvne in shovvers, and refresh the 
earth , and fo by rivers and draynes, as by veines, paſle 
into the ſea againe, from yyhence they aroſe. 

And this is to be ſcene, eſpecially -in the Exciſe of 
Wine and Beere, vyhere every Hereticke and Schiſmaticke, 
that loues his liquor though he hates the State , and. 
euery drunkard and debosht perſon , vvho being firſt 2 
flaue to ſottishneſlſe, cares not to yvhom cliche becomes 
| | : H 3 a flauc, 
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2 Caue , are made by this ſecret and inſenſible meanes 
to contribute towards the warres ; yea and the carelefie 
and improuident ſouldier, who ſpends his intertaine- 
ment idcly , and ſelleth (as it were) his blood for 
drinke , and his flesh for bread, is, as if he were a vo- 
luntary , and ſerued at his owne charge : for eucty pay- 
day ,: he payes backe his meanes to the Sutler, and he to 
the common purſe. 

Now as they pay Exciſe generally vpon all Beere,ſo 


eſpecially great Exciſe ypon forreigne Wine and Beere, 


I. Firſt becauſe, thoughthey cannot altogether keepeit 


' out, for that ir should hinder their trading, yet that this 


may bee a meanes to reſtraine and limit the exceſle 
thereof, being but for matter of pleaſure, not neceſlitie. 
- 2-Secondly , by this meanes their owne Beere and 


Barly is vented at good rates , which if ours were gene. 


rally and freely admitted, would ſcarce be vendible; and 
ſo menarecxeited and incouraged to ſow, mault, brew, 
and to ſecke to ſupply the Common. wealth within it 
{lfe , without borrowing abroad. 


- And whilſt I conſider this, 1 can but ſometime 


wonder .( perhaps in my ignorance) at our reſtraints 
about. the out-lading of Corne and Beere, cucn when 
there is no dearth but plenty , if mea were forced to 
bring out their ſtore. Aſſuredly if in the time of ſcar- 
city , when God ſeemesto call vs tofaſting and humili. 
ation , ( as at this preſent) faſting were cnjoyned and 
Atrily obſcrucd , and the Alchouſes daily and duly vyiſi- 
ted for auoyding of idlencs , drunkennefle and exceſiue 
Tyot , there needed no other prouiſion againſt fa. 
anine. But this is the plague, theſe Statutes being penall 
ais.beg'd aforchand ; or left to the purluitc of beggars 
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ind baſe Promoters, who compound the forfeiture and 
cooſen the Lawez or committed tothe overſight of 
ſuch asare Ingroſlers themſclues, who deſire to haue 
all things deere, that they may vent their owne com- 
modities at the beſt rate , and ſogrowzich , though the 
Common wealth waxe poore. | 
-: 3+ Thicdly from this Exciſe of forraine' Becre and 
other commodities the State makes more gaine to- 
wards the maintenance of the warres and other pub- 
lique workes, then all the reſt that deale in them, For 
in Beere. eſpecially they double the price , and haue 
clearely as much for the Exciſe as the Merchant paid to 
the Bruer. Now 'in this they do the parts of prouident 
fathers , who ſeciog their prodigall children waſte their 
portions, they vaderhand lend money , which their 
children know not of , and fo preſerue their Lands 
from fale , and their pawnes from forfeiture, returning 
them againe when they hauc more wit to keepe thens 
and vic them, | 

And in my conceit, this were a good Toile to take our 
frugall Fexes, and a fare trap: for our negligeat-drun- 
kards and prodigall heres ; who being. only niggardly 
in publique works where they: should treely giue , will 
giutch todiſ burſe ſix pence towardes the maintenance 
of the Miniſter, and rcliefe. of the poore, or twelue 
pence towardesa Subſedy for defence of the State , or 
for the Kings and Kingdomes honour, when they will 
at that very time, — ſpend ten times ſo much in 
ryotand exceſle , neuer feeling or complaining of the 
matter, though they continued this courſe every day, 
and cannot by perſwaſions of reafon,or the force and 


authoritic of the lawes of God or man,bediuerted and 
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drayyne from it: ſuch abaſenefſe there is in man , fach 
adull and beaſtly fottishnefle in nature, to contrary 
Religion and reaſon, eſpecially being ſeconded in any 
euill by company, and confirmed therein by cuſtome, 
paſtreclaiming. » | 


Now ifthe vnited Provinces had peace with Spajve, 


as other Countries haue, or were in ſubjetion' to 
Spaine , as not onely the Spanyards, but ſome of their 


owne infeted members, and ſome others perhaps of - 


Ours, inconfideratcly (as-I ſuppoſe) ſeeme to deſue:; 
then neither should they be ſecure of their owne lives, 
eſtates, and libertics, nor their neighbors ſafe by them. 
For aſſuredly, howſocyer men flatter themſelves, as the 
Catholike King would be King of all Catholike ſub. 
jeds, ſo moſt of the ſeeme to detire him for their head : 
But should they be ſo vnhappy as to haue their deſires, 
what were they but flaves? ſince where: the Spaniard 
comes, he ſets himſclfe downe like an abſolute aud ty- 
rannicall Lord , ſilencing all Lawes but his owae, 
which are as thoſe of the Aredes and Perſians ; yca as 
thoſe of Draco written in blood. Never did the Lurdanes 
more Lordit in Ezgland, then they where they con- 
.quer,or be let in ypon any tearmes: tell me Naples, Ms. 
an, Antwerpe, if this be not true. And though t\cligion 
be made the ſtalking-hotſe ro infatuate avd bewitch 
the mindes of men , and make them betray themſclues 


and their Countries to ſlaverie ; yec the Laike becing 


dared, and the Woodcocke in the Net, that maske is 
caſt away, and there isa much truſt to their promiſes, 
as to the Moores their Kinſmen and late Countrimen, 
&0that becauſe of thisfeare , as long as the contraricty 
af Religion laſteth,, the innocent panty cannot be _ 
with- 
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vithout armour, nor ſecure then. Shew mee in any 
part of Chriſtendome, where any perſon profeſſing 
the reformed Religion hath becne ſpared , were hee 
friend, neighbour,or kinſman, if That ſide had ſtrength 
enough to reach his throat: and notwithſtanding our 
advantages let flip in mercy , and none of them'purſued 
bloudily , how haue they in all places, by all meanes 
waded-in bloud vp to the chinne , for the accomplish- 
ment of their deſignes? And this yvill continue as long ' 
as Antichriſt raignes ; for the Wolfe is bloudy , and the 
Lambe ſimple ; his Fleece vvarme, and his Blond and 
Flesh ſyveet. But if the pcaceable Goſpel had free pal-' 
fage and free operation, then indeed there were not on- 
ly hope, but ſecurity, that vvee should liue in peace one 
by another, and that the ſtrength and riches of one 
King , Should not be terrible to another; yvhilſt God 
would teach every one to be contented with their own, 
to attend yvith conſcience the chirge they haue in 
hand, the peaccable government of the Szates com- 
mitted to them , and as brothers to joyne their poyvers 
againſt the common enemie of the Chri/tzan Religion; not 
ſp much ſecking his ſubyerſion as converſion; nor am- 
bitiouſly thirſtiog after the enlargement of their ovyne 
Kingdomes, as piouſly deſiring the enlargement of 
Chriſtes Kingdome. For as a covetous rich man, if he 
ſeriouſly thought to vyhat end his goods vvere giuen 
him,and what a ſtrit account he muſt make for them, 
yvould not ſo greedily hunt after his ovyne hurt and - 
others loſle : ſo aſſuredly, if ambitious Princes did yyell 
conſider their charge, and conſcionably ſtudy ypon the 
workes and duties of their Callings , (Knowing , that as 
the people are zinen to be their ſeruants , ſo they — 
| I ably 
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Antigonus ably are gincn to ſerue the prople, that all may ſerue Co 
—_ they a—__ not with ſo Ln hate and hazard of ow 
Regnum and mao, of ſoule and body , of their Kingdomes heere 
eſſe ſplen- on earth , and the Kingdome of heauen , expoſe their 
—_ ſubjeas liues to certaine ruine, for the accomplish. 
ment of their inordinate and, importunate deſires (ef. 
pecially Chriſtian againſt Chriſiian, brother againſt bro. 
ther) neither would thcy vſurpe ſucha tyrannicall and 
heathenish authority oucr their flockes, as with the 
Great Turketo make their owne wils, limits, and lawes 
tothe wils of all other mea ; Hoc eff deglubere pecus,Gr non 
rondere. Burt as the Pope, that ſpirituall Tyrant, that Anti- 
chriſt, hath gotten Church-Courtiers to vphold his Re- 
altic, with impudent forcheades and artificiall falſe- 
oods; ſo, theſc have gotten Court Clergie.men to be- 
, come their Champions; who, being full of winde them- 
ſclues , haue blowne theſe bladders with flatterie and 
forgerie, cuen to forget their owae vanitie, to which 
they are ſubje&, and to which they shalbe ſubjeQed in 
the end : whilſt they imagine all other men to be made 
for their pleaſures ; and zheir Wils zo be amore juſt law ts 
their ſubjetts,then Gods Law t or can be to them, Well might 
. they bee admonished by oar Sovereizne, who is able to 
be Twtor to them all, more dearely to priſe the lines of 
their ſubje&s, and not to ſeeke quarrels to enlarge their 
Dominions,and to embroile all Chriſtendom, that they 
might fish for aduantages , but rather to ouerſce all 1n- 
2. Sa-1.10. Jurics, but fuchas would ſtartle David himſelfe , kno- 
.. wing well, though warres be begun for the pleaſure of 
Princes, the ſubjects bloud muſt determine the contro- 
uerhic , and be powred Out, as a ſacrifice to appeaſe the 
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+ To returne.-to my purpoſe ; if the wnired Prouinces had 
peace with Spazne , then they muſt trade , as others doe, 
at the appointment of Spaize ; who having once the 
Eaſt and Weſt zdjes in poſſeſſion, would force all Eu- 
rope to be their Retailers,and that vpon molt ſervile agd 
vnequall conditions , and ſo to take all commodities of 
them at the ſecond hand, and to vent them for their 
profit only. Whereby-, having before the 7naes, thoſe 
fountaines of gold and ſiluer in their power, they would 
alſo this way ingroſfle all the wealth of Chriſtendome 


into their coffers , and thereby inable and arme them. 


ſclues to accomplish that vniverſall Domigion they 
ayme at. For what should let them , whilſt they had 
the ſinewes of warre at command , and felt themſelues 
ftrong enough to rush into the battel when they plea- 
ſed , and ſo to ſurpriſe others vnprovided and vna- 
wares? whereas now the wnired Prouinces mecte with 
much of ' their Marchandize at an indifferent rate , 
and ſometime exchange Leade and Iron for Gold; not 
admitting them to be May/ers of the whole world by the 
Popes Donation, hauing as good a title as they had, Wh3l## 
they haue a ſword and power to wake good their title , as they 
aid and doe. Why $hould it be juſtice in them to take 
from the [ndies and inthrall them in {eruitude, and in- 
juſtice in others, to take againe from them , and to re- 
deeme their owne liberties? Eſpecially when all the 
gold they fetch from 71dia , is but to make chaines and 
fetters to captivate Chriſtendome, and all free Nations? 
Let others looke on and be laughed at, whilit rhete 
Share the world; or ſtand by and giue ayme , whilſt 
theſe win- the prize ; or helpe ro hold yp others, till 


their owne time comes for correftion ; the vnired Pro- 
: 7 0 Vines 
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wvinces Will not loſe: their parts neither in the old nor 
new world : for which ( beſides their owne gaine and 
elory ) all Chriſtendome is beholden to them , whilſt 
both they oppoſe this Monarch , and hinder his mon- 
ſtrous and prodigious growth in the Inazes , and alſo re- 
ſtraine him from ouerflowing all Europe with an yni- 
verſall Deluge, as otherwiſe he would do. 

Againe, it the Yaited Provinces wete all one with 
Spaine , or vaſſals to it, then were their conjunQtion 
much more tertible : for hauing before the greateſt 
Land force of any Potentate in Chriſtendome , if to 
this there were added their flrength at ſea, wherein 
they exceede all Chri#ian States but our owne, who then 
could withſtand him ? for, if he frighted vs, cucn at 
Sea, in 88. whenwee had theſe to helpe ys, to guard 
our Coaſts, and to keepe backe , and diuert the Prince 
of Parma from his intended attempts, what then would 
he do hauing theſe to helpe him , and when he should 
finde not only the Hauens of Dunkerke, Newport , Offend 
Sluce,but all the Coaſts of Zeelandand Holand, asſo many 
mouthes, open to aſſault and deyoure ysat an inſtant , 
and oportune to land fresh forces and ſupplies of all 
kindes at pleaſure ? This truth Zſcouedo, Secretary to D. 

1ohn of Auſtria , ſaw long ſince, and at this day the Spa- 
 mardſces ittoo well; and therefore labours more for 
theſe Countries then for the Indies ; nay , he waſteth and 
imployes willingly all his :djan treaſure about the 
fetching in ofthele ; becauſe he ſees it to be more for 
his profit, at leaſt more conducing to the dire end 
of his aymes , to haue zheſethen zhoſe. For doubtlcle , if 
he were once abſolute Maſter of this wiſe and diligeat 
people, he would ſoone bee Maſter of all Europe be. 
| wy fides My 
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fides.- Since, beſides the conveniencie of Situation, 
their induſtrie is. able: to: effet any difficult worke, 


which others thinke invincible : fo that wee ſee them 


powerfull and proſperous cuen in all ations they vn- 
dertake by Sea or Land ; and that they carry any enter- 
prize through, though it bee againſt Himſelfe , the moſt 
powerfull and politique Enemy in Chriſtendome. Mo# 
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powerfull 1 call: him in regard of his Indies ; moi? politique, . 


in regard of his Teſuites; and an Enemy I call and count 
him in regard of Religion ; Wee beeing for Chrift, and hee for 
Amichriſt. HET 73; 

Thus:had he theſe Countties joyned to thoſe Hee 
polleſſeth, together with thoſe thar are Clients, ſubjeas, 


or vaſlals to the Houſe of AuF#ria, Germany were wholly 


poſleſſed , open roades by Sea and Land made to the 
conqueſt of Denmarke” and Sweden; France were be- 
fieged and girt about , England either ſubjeed: or 
blockt vp, and shut out' of the world, and all Chri- 
ſtendome in daunger of a violent and fodaine ſurpriſe 
by Sea and Land. It concernes all theſe therefore to 


looke about them ,-eſpecially- the petty Princes of Ger- 


manie , except they intend to hold their Crownes at the 


colirteſie of Spaine; and become fellow vaſlals with the 


reſt of Europe , to the Catholique Sca and Scepter at 
once , as they haue dishonorably ſuffered their neigh- 
bours to be by diſ-union. Whereas the vnited Proninces, 
making good their Words With adtions anſwerable!, keepe 
their owno , and get ground ofthe Spanzard, cuen where 


Concordis 
res parvz 
creſcuar, 


he aſſaults; and do honorably extend their helpe to 


other Princes , enen when the -warre knockes at their 


owne doores forentranec , and when all corners of the 


Land may heare the roaring of- the enemies Cannon, 
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with contempt. So that all Farope beſides is the more 
ſecure; by reaſon theſe States: and. their Countries are 
imtroyied,and they againe inrich themſelves by that 
which impouerish the Zxg/isb and all other Nations, 
(for which partly they may thanke the warres)I mearfe 
by the Eaſt-/ndian Voyages , wherein they hauec theſe 
aduantages, which (1 ſuppoſe) otherswant. 

1. Firſt, they goe with lefle-charge then others both 
formenand viaualls. Theirships requiring fewer per- 
ſons to man them, and their men lefſe viauall and 
courſer to keepe them, then ours. Belſides., many.of 
them are vetitnrers , andſo sharers in the /gaine: And 
therefore -wilbe content to live with little, to indure 
all difficulties , to worke out all hazards with pati- 
ence , and bee good husbands for the geoerall , whilſt 
they know the profit redounds to their particulars, 

2. Secondly, they. carry out no coyne from their 
owne Szare , but:what they bring in of others ; their 
owne being kept :baſe ( perhaps for theſe purpoſes ) ſo 
that they fucnish themſelues elſwhere , and weaken nat 
the wealth and common ſtocke which is qurrant inthe 
State. 

3. Thirdly ,; they vent the commodities which they 
bring from thence, for the moſt partin other places, 
and returne either mony , or other more neccſlaric 
ſupplies, in ſtead of the leſle neceſſarie , which they 
carry Qut. 

4-  Foutthly, they make (as I haue before noted) an 
.caſic exchange , nottrading vpon ſo ſtrift conditions as 
wee doe , but freely as the Spaniard doth with them 
And othcrs;and ſo oftentimes me ete their commodities 
.halfe way , and barter powder and $hot, for Pepper, 
:Cloucs , and other ſpices. 5. Fifily, 
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s. Fiftly, They hane a _ territorie and ample 
command in the Eaſt-1ndjes,' from whence they hane 


_ expelled the Spanrardand Portuzall by force, and to haue 


farre better oportunity & convyeniencie to trade there, 
then any other Nation whatſoever ; nay, they are able 
to lade themſclues from'their owne Lands. Yea, it is in- 
credible what ſtrength they haue in thoſe parts both of 
men, Forts, and Confederates; and what a circuit of 
ground they command , whereupon thoſe rich com- 
modities- are growing : All which they have wonne 
with their induſtrie, wiſedome, and yalour, from this 
Enemy of theirs, having crackt his credit there amongſt 
the 7/idels, as they hope to do heere alſo amongſt true 
belecvers. Neither hath He hope either there or here, 
ever to recover what Hee hath loſt both in reputation 
and Rent, except Hee can worke a diviſion amongſt 
themſelves, or at leaſt betwixt them and ys: which 
therefore to effet, He turnes every ſtone, and iryes all 
concluſions Policie can invent. But I truſt, even Thoſe 
of theirs that are moſt intereſted in the quarrels of the Church 
at home , and thoſe of ours Who are moſt intereſted in the Ea- 
fterne quarrels, ſee the yiſue of thele differences too well, 
to giue ſcope to their affeions lo farre, as thereby to 
be made inſtruments to repoſleſſe the Sparyard either 
here or there in the ground he hath loſt. Sincewhatr 
they at home helpe to giue the Spanyard, they take from 
their owne Libetrtie; and what we take,or helpe to take 
from the Ho/arder to giue to that State, is to take from 
our ſelves, to giue to our enemies, whilſt we weaken 
our beſt friends, and make the generall enemy of Chri- 
ſtendome ſtrong, for our owne certaine ruine amongſt 


others, 
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As for the terrible grouth of the Ho/ander , which 
ſome ſecme to ſtartle at,it cagnot fright vs; ſince their 
principall ſtrength is at ſea, and-ſo obnoxious to many 
vaavoydeable dangers in their trade, except they holg 


good correſpondencie with vs. For our very Coat 


wilbe euer able to;ccommand them, and hold them in 


awe, and they muſt reſolue either in ſtormes to ride 


put all hazards,& fight againſt winde, tide, rocks, ſands, 
and all other caſualties , or to ſubmit themſclues to the 
mercie of our harbours. And in calmes or fayre wea- 
ther they muſt paſſe cuery flie-bote , at leaſt every Fleet 
they ſend out and receive home, with a guard ſuffi- 
cient to keepe vs vnder hatches ; otherwiſe wee shall be 
ſure to gaine more by their voyages, then they them- 
ſelues that are the venturers. Now how impoſlible it is 
forthat State to preuent theſe diſaſters of theirs, and 
aduantages of ours, is apparent to any man that obſer. 
ucth the ſituation of their Coaſt and ours, and conſide- 
reth how much one Dzxkerke ſtandes now in their way. 
Thus therefore whether they trade as Marchants or 
men of warre, and yvhether they labour to increaſe 
- their Eſtate at home orabroad , or to hold their owne 
already.acquired, ourfriendship is fo abſolutely neceſ- 
faric, as they can doe nothing vvithout it, nor ſtirout 
vvithout leaue. So that God hath bound ys together b 
an vndiſſolueable band of neceſlitie ; and it were wel 
therefore that our hearts aſwell as our Lands, and our 
tradcs in all other places, aſwell as at home , were 6 
viited. Now if I may haue licence after ſo many judi- 
cious perſons that haue handled our trade in the Eaſt. 
Indies to and fro, and grounded their reaſons vpon ex- 
perience, to caſt in my conjeaures, I would ſay, the 
cauſc wee thriue not in that yoyage,is: 
1. Furſt, 
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(| - 2, Firſt, becauſeof ourgreat charge; forour $hips re-. 


quire more Mariners then theirs, and the moſt that goe. 
haue ſmall or no ventures, Great men being all the 
sharers : and thoſe that go meerely as ſcruants , beſides 
that. they are not ſo carefull of the maine aduenture as 
they,should bee, and would if they were owners, wilbe 
well payde .and full fed , notwithſtanding howſocyecr 
the Voyagefals out. | | | 
. 2+, Secondly , our ships carry out much ſilver , fome' 


by permiſſion, more by ſtealth , and this is ſure, no- 1 


thing weakens a State ſo much as tranſportation of 
coyne. Let other things be tranſported out of the Land, 
or bee deare or cheape.within the Land, all is one this 
or that man may bee the richer or pooter, the State'is 
the ſame ſtill.. But where mony is exhauſted, and the 
returne doth not countetyaile the out-going, there the 
State decayes by degrees. As for cxample, if our Cloth, 
Corne, Beere, Saffron, Tinne, Hides, and the like, will 
pay for our Silkes, Wine, Spice, Tobacco, &c. wee may 
ſtill live, though wee line poorcly (as luxurious bodies, 
who haue good ſlomackes. to ſupply and reque their 
decayed i{trength and wearied. ſpirits ) but if we waſte 
more one way , then the other will counteryaile, whilſt 
wee haue no other commings in of Bullion from the 
Indies, as Spaine hath and wee wont to hauc, our King- 


dome muſt needes decay. and fall into pouertie,, wan- 


ting monie, which is properly the wealth and firengih 
ofa State : Euecn as wee ſec naturall bodies, when they 
are libidinous, fall into conſumptions, becauſe their ex- 
pences exccede their reyenues andcommings in. 

| 3+ Thirdly, wee may obſerue our waſte, andſo our 
weakencs in this kinde, when wee ſpend in Englgnd 
on _ TE K MOIc 
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more wine, velvets, Silks, gold and filver, in Laces; Im- 
broderie, Guilding; more Sugar, Tobacco, Drugs and 
Spices,then they do perhaps, in the places from whence 
wee fetch them, and where Nature: hath made fome of 
them neceſfarienourichnents : fothat our owne hips 
are not ſafficient'ro furnish vs, bur others alfo vent 
much of theſe their vanities vpon our Coaſt. Thus per- 
haps this or that man may be the richet by this Trade, 
bur I cannot conecive how the publike purſe is filled 
with Bullion,or the Commonwealth advanced, but ra- 
ther much-impovyerished, and miſerably weakned by it. 
As for ſuchas ſay, The Kings Cuſtome is the greater, 
and shipping increaſed by it, I an conceive no proba. 
biliry ia cither,but conjeure,that ſtocke-which is there 
waſted, and worne out with vic; would in both theſe 
xeſpets, be more beneficiall, were it any other-where, 
or any otherwiſe employed; | 

4- Fourthly, we are tyed toſuch hard conditions,as 
muſt needes bee aventer indeed, if wee profit by the 
Voyage : For if we be ftrong, we muſt not touch, with- 
out Spazwe ſcales the Warrant';/and if we be weake , wee 
become a prey to thenr, orany other more potent. 
Thus we arc ſent ont as sheepe among Wolyes , and 
| like Doves among Kites ; and if we ſtirre any of theſe 
contrary to exprefſe order, that Iuſtice , which woul& 
modcrate all commerce amongſt Chriſtians, in aneyen 
and <qua)l Balance, makes a-preſident of his owne, and. 
mues v$ vp at our returne. 

 -$, Fiftlyandlaſtly, we haueno Land, or a very lit: 
tle in thoſe Parts, and fonot the like meanes from dur 
owneannuall crops tolade our owne $hips, or the like 
liberty and oportunity to furnish our clues by trading 
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with thoſe ſeverall Nations, as they have. 
* But now if it were poſſible to vnite our Trades there, 
and to bring both Nations into one Corporation , it 


' would be a meanes to ſtrengthen and aſſure both parts 


here and there , and to enrich both parts without feare 
of any third, or falling out amongſt our ſelves. | 

For I verily beleeve , that that diſguſt betwixt the 
two Nations in the Eaſt-Indies , was not ſent thither 
without a Rowjsh praQtiſe : nor can Ibeleeve, that thoſe 
Many delayes and dallyings ſince vſed in the compoſi- 
tion of thoſe grievances , and in not ſatisfying His Ma- 
jeſties juſt demands , proceeded altogether from free 
and loyall thoughts to their owne State, but had the 
corrupt mixture of Spanish Lees in the bottome. Which 
may teach ys to be more charitable, then to cenſure the 
whole Nation for the praiſe of ſome few : fincc wee 
may conſider , this State is compounded of members 
diverſly affeQed ; and that the good and honeſt people 
doe ſuffer in our ſufferings , whilſt they ſee the others 
offer ys injurie , ypon purpoſe to make ys breake off, 
for the benefit of their Grand Signior. 


Thus we have ſcenca glimpſe of that profit, which | 


the united Provinces make of their Land-enemy : their 
other Enemy is the Water both falt and fresh ; of this 


likewiſe they make a profitable friend, as will labour 


briefly to manifeſt, 

The Sea lyes continually raging vpon their Coaſts 
in ſucha manner, asifit would hourely cate them vp, 
and ſwallow all at a mouthfull. It over-lookes them, 
and they ſceme 10 lye vnder it: yet they keepe out this 
firong enemy at the armes end by art and induſtrie, ha- 
ving nothing but rampiers and fortifications of Sand 
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to oppoſe it. To'make theſe ſtrong therefore, and to- 
vaite them that they may not be blown away with the 
violence of euery ſtormy vvinde, it is incredible vyhat 
paincs they take, ſetting a kind of long graſſe vpon the 
ſame barren Sands, as curiouſly and ___ , as vvee 
ſet flowres and hearbes in our gardens : vvhich grafſe 
once getting roote, biades the earth together ,. that the 
winde cannot readily come 1o blow it away , and tea« 
cheth them by the like combination to turne their 
weakeneſle into the like ſtrength. Now this were no- 
thing, if they had bur a little banke to keepe, but conſi- 
dering what a large Coaſt they are to guard and make 
good in this manner, (wanting our naturall yvalles of 
rocke) it is a miracle that they should haue ſo much 
courage as to vndertake it, and ſo much conſtancie as 
to purſue jt,and ſo much cunning as to effect it. I make 
no queſtion if fome Nations, who' beare their heades 
aloft , had the like worke in hand, they would cither 
never attempt it, or faint and giue ouecr in the midſt ; & 
rather with the Zeluetians , ſecke new Countries to in- 


| habite, then be at ſuch a.continuall coſt and care to de- 


fend their owne againſt two ſach enemies at once: 


'vyhen theſe notwithſtanding , do not only keepe. their 


ground, butas they haue dealt vvith Spaine for his in- 
waſion vpon their ancient Liberties , Rights, and Pri- 
viledges, fo heere they haue wonne vpon the Ocean, 
and' recovered a great part from the Seas vſurpation; 
part vyhercof , -haning neither ſand nox other ſoyle to 
helpe them, they defend vvith ſtupendious heapes of 
ſtone, yvhich , vvith incredible coſt , they fetch from 
their neighbor Princes, euean in places farre remote, for 
monic;and with a continuall ſupply of theſe from time 
co 
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to time, keepe out the entrance of ſo furious an adyer. 
fary. The aſſault and battery vyhich the Sea makes ins 
this one place thatI haue ſeene, is about an English 
mile long or more, which they defend and maintaine 
yvith huge piles of rimber (brought likewiſe from fo- 
reigne parts) inter-lined vvith thoſe heapes of ſtone 
fore-mentioned abour the bredth of two or three acres 
all that vvay : otherwiſe the Sea would breake in ouer 
all, and ſoone determine the controuetrſie betwixt thenx 


| and Fpaize, taking poſleſlion of all from both of theny 


by force. | 

Thus wee fee: how this people maintaine their 
owne, both againſt the King of Spatze and the Ocean, 
by helpes vvhich they fetch from forraine Nations; 
vvhilſt both ther ſouldiers, vyherewith they oppoſe the 
Spaniard, are principally ſtrangers, and the very walles 
and bankes, vyhereby they hold out the Sea are like- 
wiſe forraine, and far-fetcht. And this is none of the 


leaſt part of the Piſmires wiſedome and diligence : to . 


which Sa/omrn ſends vs for imitation , whilſt he ſaith, 


Goe to the Piſmire , O Slngeard, Conſider her Wayes , and be 


Wyſe. 
Now as they haue this open and able enemie; the 
Ocean, beheging them almoſt about, & aſſaulting them 
vvithout continually; fo haue they vvithin the fattious 
fresh-Waters , that vvill keepe within no bankes (like 
Schiſmatickes , without the ſalt of ſobriety and diſcreti- 
on) ouerflowing them at certaine ſeaſons. Inſomuch 
as their ſoyle ſeemesa ſpunge in Summer, and a ſtan= 
ding Meare in Winter; for then, almoſt, all the face of 
the Continent is vnder water. But ſee what profit they 


make of this Adyerſarie , whilſt cuttiog large paſſages 
| K 3 from 
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from place to place with incredible coſt , theſe waters 
worke for them continually as faithfull ſeruants, con- 
veying their.carriages by this meancs, toand fro, ina 
cheape, eaſie, and fafe manner. And ſuch vſe doubulleſſe 
do they make of the ſeuerall ſes and Religions , by 
neceſlitie tollerated amongſt them , to kelpe to carry 
the generall charge and burthen of the Common. 
wealth, with the greater eaſe and aſſurance. 

Nay not only the water, but the winde alſo is their 
journeyman , and labors continually for them by Mils 
and other Engines ; ſome pumping and forcing the wa- 
ters out of their ſurrounded paſtures ; ſome preſſing 
oyles, others bearing flaxe,, hempe , copper ; ſome grin- 
ding corne , others ſpice; ſome making paper , others 
{awing timber; and briefly, neither man , woman , 
or child , neither (ca nor land, neither water nor winde 
ſuffered to be idle, bur whereſoever itblowes, it blowes 
good to.ſome of them. And it is remarkable & wonder- 
full, that though there. be many.of theſe Mils in every 
towne, yct none of them-lacke worke , but haue aſmuch 
to doas they can turae their hands toatrend. But whilſt 
-wee confider the harmony of the whole, together 
with the neceſlarie dependancie of one part with and 
ypon another , wee readly fee, that theſe Mils helpe 
to imploy their ships, and their ships them interchan- 
geably ; So that whereas one ſaith wittily but not 
well, How all the elements conſpire there together to 
be naught, to shew their diſlike of the naughty people, 
I may ttuly ſay, All the naughty Elements are forced 
there to do good, to shew the vertuc and diligence of 
the good people , who conlpire together in honeſt las 
Þox and zr:ificjall induſtrie. And this js one of the wy 
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ſes they can dothings they vndertake, at cheaper rates 
then many with'vs, becauſe they make the artificial 
Engine to worke for them, yyhich with the eaſieat- 
tendance of one or two diſpatcheth the buſineſle, per- 
haps, of rweaty. Thus as Sertorius taught his vyeake: 
ſouldier to pull off the horſe tayle, haire after haire, 
which a ſtronger could not moue together all at once, 
ſo theſe make their ſtrong wits ſupply the defet of 
weake handes,and with the helpe of Pals or FHercurie, 
effe& that vvhich Briarizs would wonder at. By this 
meanes an infinite number of people are imployd in 
Shippes, Samoreuſes; Hoyes, Skutes,-and Botes , to car- 
ry and recarry commodities , to fish:, fowle , and trade 
from towne to towne. So that, though it be hard (as F 
Haue ſayd) to-determine whether the: Land or Sea be 
moſt inhabited by this- Nation; yet it is- very proba- 
ble, and I verily belecue, that if their Land fecedes one, 
and inricheth one, the water feedes two, and inrichethy 
ten for that one. - And ſo excellently haue they contri- 
yed theſe:channels , as they ſerue not only for neceſſa- 


ric draines to their: grounds, and for highwaycs in ' 


tranſporting their goods commodiouſlly from place to 


place , but for ornaments alſo to- beautific afwell as in- . 


rich their Townes, where the Ships and Botes paſſe vp 
and downe through their ſtrectes , and loade and yn-- 
loade, take in,anddeliuer wares at their doores; the ri- 
vers being walled an both ſides with faire houſes , and 
the bankes (cr orderly and pleaſantly with trees in moſt 
places as you paſſe the common ſtreetes of greateſt 
dealing aud lirringe 

Thus trade they within land among(t themſelues, tor 


che exceeding pleaſure and profit of all , and abroad ar 
: = 
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Sea by the Eaſt and Weſt Iwdian Voyages , by their fich- 
ings tor Whale , Cod, Sturgeon , Herring, and the like, 
they imploy a world of Shippes and men, and by this 
meanes are not only able to maintaine the vyarres, but 
to helpe their neighbors alſo 'vvith Men and money : 
and notvvithſtanding all rhis, to build and/plant vvith: 
ſuch coſt and curiofitic, as if they meant not to loſe the 
poſſeſſion , or did it for the yſe of other men , eſpecially 
thcjr good friends the Spaniards. Nay rather they ſeame 
to build thus richly and gorgeouſly vpon purpole, asif 
they intended by that meanes to 1ntice the couerous 
andambitjous Spaniards toaſſault them , and yet vvith- 
allroafſurc the Afaylanrs of their reſolution , to ſtand 
out to the laſt man; and that they take not fuch paines 
for the pleaſure of any other, but them(ſclues and their 
ovvne children,cſpecially not for their Enemies, vvhom 
they rather contemne then feate, as theſe evidences 
manifeſt. 

Now as wee paſſe along, it will not be amiſle to 
ſpeake a word'of their buildings , which are faire, large, 
vniforme; all of brick , edged with marble or free-ſtone, 
No coſt is ſpared cither to adorne them without or 
within , orto adapt them to the owners vie. Many of 

'their houſes are paved with blacke -and white Marble, 
and curiouſly fronted .and in-layd with diuetſe rich 
pieces. | Yea the paving of their ſtrectes is ſuch, being 
much of it bricke laid 'edge-wiſe , as doth witneſſe the 
generall willingneſſe of their hearts to advance any 
publique worke cither for necefſarie vie or ornament : 
wherein they are a people beyond compariſon forward 
and liberall , ſo thatall common workes of whatſocuer 
Kinde , arc with great zeale and diligence performed on 

all 
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+ 7 rei of theſe iighaod notable thinges , as 

| -  wondersfarre off, but to 'make this wonder the more 

* . norable, thar: beitg fo necre'and-ſo well Kaowne:by: 

| | many;they arofollowed: byſo eo hay ſcarcoumitated: 
Z vo [33 C,900Rt 


F anys" 
-Theiroplanting is likewiſe ae; ao not 


and pleaſane walkes',, ferrwith' trees iafter ian; ons 
” artificial) und beautifultrnamnecr, andſorkeptandpr 


| afgreat Perſons with vs ; oras Morefields of lae,inimil 
| - matioizof the) bur aſo'the very hedge-rowes are fa 
[ anced z and orderly diſpoſe, and the tigh:wayesfo 
_ "phnted;, 45 a;man; would ithinkechecfilÞ rravelied 
b re... gh 'walkes: ', \ubr- 0923 ate roades and 

5 Ongrelon ofchitmmpbee; bean tirouahalitheſs 
_ Countries there (arc eirher:mone or very: 


marter' of ornament; where the commotr-perſo 
not ſuffcred (as with vs) toſpoile' all arhis pleaſure, to 
cut downe what his predeceſſorsplantcd : but all ispre- 
ſerued bygeiterall copſent;, Which Fkiiow not whether 
ro/atiribuce"to- the" good diſpoſition of the ipeople and 
their care of "ofterttle: -'Dx/to the wiſedome and dili- 
gence of the Magiſtrates, executing good Lawes ſtrittly 
! andimpartially which tend and reſpe& publiquevtili- 


ty; orto the people arid —_ joyatly — 
'.and 


pinially | 
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only the ſeucrall Cities and townes have large; faire; 


ſerned with-great care and coſt as the private Gargoriy | 


few Commons, 
Thoſe thit- aro;being yeryiſinall; are rhits imploydfor | 
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ha Imitecaſo 1 for this doabe, cond = 
der fn agg" 21g is more good ground waſted (to L 2 
Pally Forreſts,: Chaſes arid Parkes , matters of meere 
Ire or more Ploaſlire then profit, ) and not.to 
zaca): in feoncs and fariounded grounds , then: ipcoms F 
tained in al! the Lowe-Countries, inall the Low-Countries,& © 


faywhere meanesfor themaintenanceofall theſe wars, 
and works; and buildings, and wonders before mentio« 
| Wnatogaaynh to ECIEES nr menty _ _ 
| Commons of, ours(Whatlacuer ri Shewe 
| they: make: ro. the! ignorant and -vnexpericriced ad firſt 
| ſight) ſcrae far hooking but1o breed. idle perſons , va» 


F gabonds,:1heeues, and begyars': Foreither,bcin foch, 
| thoyrefort ta thoſe places @to telthanbargwg ham 
| ' coiterts:; or: comining thithiearable and honeſt menzatre 
foong aiade Sarb ee; tby .cheicharge of thaipoores 
which they finde there, rowhom they are forced;;to 
eontribce Ne Tate: Secandy', 'byi:the airy mg 
rely in;theSpring, | but.deceiing theirew> 
| ares Winter, thectimeer moikheed. hid), by |} 
| the comets of eg —_ ing cage: = 1 
| p.- ether: by:idlei example. Fourebly, e. oporiunity of Þ} 
| places/out bf the way ; and ſo. out of the eye of the |] 
| | an and Magiſtrate!; ahd giuing:shelter-ro all difor= } 


| ders.:So thatit Eynglewd generally, where, you | finde the 
| kirgel Cammoits,thete you may finde theſe milſcrable 
cnormiries, Neither will the people learne better either 
by rcafon or experience, ſo. hath ſuperſtition wedded 
Bow ro the. oy "_ theie Anceſtors, in; eycry .rc- 
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Commans:;i:the diligence of the: Magiſtrate 5-orithe: 
good diſpoſition of-the people ,it:is ffarre othtrwiſe; 
-- Where there are none or very tew beggars, exceptneere 
the Court, and thoſe moſtly of other Nations. :For in- 
© decdencry. man. workes , and-depends ypon: himwſclfe 
' {with Gods bleſſing )for his ſaſtenance;;. thinking it a 
 $hamec,that wo hands:should not feede one: mouth, 


'F andclathe one backe:: None butthe agedor impotent. _- 


'F | with them will aske any thing, and they. very.ſeldome; 
F andthat;rather; byiprcſenting thenyeluesas abjets bf 
4+ oegelnrogs er, theo-by:verballſollicitari- 
4 on. .And-this/isſo welt knowne ,:as- families! falling 
3 intodecay, hauediedthrough penurie; rather then they 
would make others: acquainted _ with their wants, ., 


F Which obſtinacicoriprideof theirs L praiſe npt,bur et 


TF' the ſame downe only togshew the genetoluie and frees 
J dome of-their natures -which-abhorrcs; depeadancie. 


'F To prevent this. inconyenience, the'charitable Szare is 


foxced ,, where the like ſuſpicion .is bad; of want ,,t0 
ſcarch the hoaſes of ſuck, and 10;coonibure, towards 
their. neceflities. by akind of ilent ang Jole campulli- 
'} on. Yea there isoften.found , that divers of;theſe have 
7 Hcence-relecucd by mony caſt into their houſes, and 
thatiinlarge. fummes by liberall-hands, whilſt the per- 
{ogs have kept. themiglues ſecret; as daubting ihe x6- 
jeion'or returneat leg of their free: benevolences.if 
the receivers had knowne where to make reſtitution. 

-Andnow indeed 1 muſt confeſſe, though their eha- 
rities be not ſo full ofoſtentation, nor ſpent in_that 
Jort., that wee (by the example of our forctathets )-be- 
ſtow ours; thatis , at the. doote» (which qpprfe-lcon- 

a, ee Wy ”-  _ 
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CT nblueorns 'Þ* 


yo oy tm cortuped) nearer fc 
may'eall ir) aan makes rogues Ay 
releeves aged and: im that; _ 


wr ae 
ranoyie dovles,-havingin gar 
£ p0ote prople;;(whoſe ſaperſtitious 
her gare 6s reucvto e Church, 6s they left 
nothing for their children wight well relceueat their 


Lute20,47- 7 RN: as vnder the colour of devotion-and lon 


&4 ; thay tad before rob'd'and 'difinherited/1-ſo WA 
tefſe many: with-ys; haningibefotefed themſelues full 
_ withithe ſweat'of other'mens browes ;euen' to glat- 
tonic /drankennefſe,, and (urfetting may relecue with 
their ſcraps; cruthmes; wg -arid broken beere; -the 
tedeics offurt'/as they”. of their predeceſſors, Have 
before wvndone arid made eithes:by fore hard 
Farine; 'vrby' vſarie, or ſomecraftie bargaine;, or by 
ſaites and moleſtations or ſome other the like cruei! 
exation.' But cheſe '0n the other fide giuelittleat the 
ddir (eitepr "tothe" impotent; or'to. children Y bur 
errant are” more e properly nd profitably ” 
"2, Firſt, in- putting out 4cotechiidren npprenciſes, 
which haue theit «rades taughe them freely , and their 
Ticate and drinke they duly recciue at the houſes of the 
dettorfore om! day wy'y nirties ; during their 'ap- 
| pren- 
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77 
- prentiships: Where notwithſtanding 1hey. arc not; ſuf- 
ered.to hangidlely from:their :worke , and to loyter 
avaythe time, but fed, diſpatched , and ſent away pre- 
" ently. The like to this, or rather better, was thata&t 
©. forbinding our appreatiſes-vvith vs: even to-husbangd- 
FF men in the Country , vvhich yvas hotly parſued: 4- 
7 wvbileby ſome good Patriots: vvitty happy ſacceffe ;-but 
'F *'this ſoone mer diſcouragements , as many other good 
.F -thingsdoe, vyhichare cxecutcd vvith more heate thea 
F << 2:7 Secondly; / their charities are feene::iri their Alweſ- | 
-bouſes for the aged people of both ſexes ,:ſeuerally;/by h 
themſclues ; vvhoſe Roomesare kept, and they tended, | | 


both ina neceſſary and neate'manner; infomuch., as | 
aman comming into one of thoſe: houſes as. every - (4 
.toyvne- hath /one of them 'at the: [caſt ;very large and | 
'faire!, vvith gardens andall otherneceflaricsforthede- 
light and recreation'of weatic age) be: would-judge a 
them to be builr-only for shew. and braucric: Yea, 4 
eucry ſcuerall chamber: or Celliis ſo/adorned and fur- [ 
-nished as it wouldinot only content the: dweller;, bur 
-delightthe beholder alfo - -And-a;ſtranger would rather 
"4 Judgethem the habications of rich Marchants ; then of 
 } -pooredectepide and decayed perſons. | | | 
TJ © 1know:no' Nation exccedes./vs in theſe kinds of | 
-workey , eſpecially ſmce the Reformation-of-Religion, | 
- arid -that the Golpet came to: bee freely: pteached-a- 


”mongtt vs,ſo that {tothe honourof God and-His cauſe þ 
- be it poken ) our zhankefulnefſe hath beene more fruite. i 
- full; the our Adverſaries wer: : but theſe pfours are f 
>the charitable! ations of particalar perſons , ſothat.one q 
place harh'/perivaps } ſuperfluigic-of proviſions , having | 
Eb040 Ip L 3 many !g 


” 


'\.-/3,* Thirdly; their Waſe-honſes for poore Orphansare - |. 
ordinarie in every; Towne, where great-numbers'of 


God diſpoſe: ofhim , either to heal 
- much as we: shall not ſc&:in-an Age; a poore man ora 
childe lye. ficke groging; in. the ſtrectes, nor a diſtreſſed 
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theſe houſes are maintained at the: publike: charge of * 
The State or the Cities ; and ſo every place isalike fuffi- 
cicntly: provided: for according to'an' even and 'equall 
-proportion. © os YR! 


J > ©. 
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children of both Sexes, are <ducated, (as in Chrifts- 


| church Hoſpitall in Londen ) and ſome of them taught 


an 
- 


Trades ; others trayned ypin Learning, andevery:one 


[employed according as they arc inclined and found cl+ 
pable;and then ſentouttoſeruein the Church or Com- 
monwealth, when they are fitted for that purpoſe. 

.; The women: have choice to goc or ſtay at pleaſure:; 


-bur if they: marey, then are they diſmiſſed from thence, - 
. _ empty handed; | but ſo providedas may-ſerue to 


t ypyong beginners, leſt they should ſeemeonely to 
ke Ke as with vsthey v{c.10 a too often , to fill the 


- Commonwealth with idle beggars.. 


' nerall-in-alt places ; and well provided of all necefſaries 
as the other befote-mentioned. | There the ſickefinde © 
cleane linnen , good beds/and fires , attendance , meate, 


"drinke', Phiſicke, Chyrurgerie ,, and whatſacyer may 


helpe toward his recovery at the common charge ofthe 


- State; - Sa thar be he a native oria ranger, aninhabi- 


/tantor' hired ſouldier, or-any other pecion;, if hee bee * 
poote and ficke, hee is admitced and ovided for, till 
or death. Inſo- 
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© Imuſt confeſie,out of foolish pitie, for-lacke of cxecu- 
___F tinggood Lawes for their timely employment, and for 
| He $* revention. of idlenefſe, rhen for lacke of charitable 
EE s torclieve their:neceflities once decayed. ,. 
# - :5- Fiftly, their Bedlams. and Dul-houſes for diſtra- 
| Qed people, and: their Houſes of correion or Tucht- 
houſes, for idle people that will follow no certaine nor 


WEE 
£845 


cation, are: as ordinarie and generall in every place as 
any of the reſt afore-mentioned: and all meanes vied 
to reclayme the firſt to-their wits, the.other to their ho- 
3 neftics. Neither are any oftheſe houſes left to the cor- 
| rupt and. covetous-abuſe. of any one man, but theix 
Rents, dizburſements, vſbges, and orders, axe. duly and 


'F hers ant.an. open, carc-atfoorded 1o all, complains, 
1; witha ſpecdyreformatian ofall injuries and abules en» 
Joyne: | >>; on mn 16k 20S ak pole GR 
2.;6-: Sixtly, their Lumkaids ox Laage:houſes, are prin- 
Sipallpifarihe-bengfis of the poore,, where Brokers ae 
not ſuffered to take fifty, ; x 0ne-hungdsed.in-the, hugs 
.dred; and mY io lefſeſummesevenito;lixe pence; to 
the grinding of the faces of poore men, the;diſcourage- 
} mncotof labourers, the maintenance, enticement, nay, 
1 enforcement and provocation. of, rhecyery.;- but. the 
|, pooremay vpon pawnes. ſupply; his. owe neceſſity, at 
eaſier rates, and haue reaſonable time of redemption al- 
lowed : for the ordinarie rate for vſe js fiuc or. lixe inthe 
hundred :: what the) Lumbacd takes. ] certainely, know 
not, burt:in ſome places heare the Lumbard. it.ſelfe is 
tied to thoſe lowe rates aforeſaide. 


Thus firlt, they wiſely prouide to keepe men from 
: L 4 want 


” cilefle paſſengers; as itfals out too often with vs, -more-' 


ſetled coutſe of life, nox betake themſelves to any yo-. 


okenviſited andexamingd: by the Magiſtrates & Prea. 
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p5abher! Sher bo wg gt A een 
hearts pouertie, by vnavoydable neceſſitic.. 

_ And all cheſt with many. othee charges Soweſtche 
addr: , Inay the more caſily' be ſuſtained, whilt: 
the people are-aaturally: or caſtomatily frugall -;'and 
bound to beſo;; if not by Lawes , (a weeare to no pur. 

poſe) yerat leaſt by che exaniple of their Predecetiois 
dead and Superiors lining, as | would 10 Godweewere, 
This frogality of theirs appeares in three reſpeAs ; in 
their: feeding, ind'dombing, andoulling.: 'or in-qheir 
diet , *pparell, and'tides, 07014) 5474075 
"Fir; their &i## is Vut: homely;encry day iova 
- Feating aay'; , but they kriow God made a Sea afivell'as = 
| a'Land, fichaſwel as flesh, and appointed theteshould 
Tp Tan Ce ooeehs 

| gbuft &6 with 
our owne Sorts + > Ji dritike,whichis the or 
1y ftaine'of their Nation * Neithoris this o.much as Ru- 
mour makes it ſeeme; for ney in this vice 1 feare wee 
ur br ge arleaſt l Ink wy ſpcndmore- fime 

inking then'weUGe ; wee Tpecld £ 026 driohs: thek 

| Hef EEC fig? 37s bo oi 20 

As for thuir leultes; Hilly exceile beamong them, 
it3s'there to be found, and: that rather! in'their lony 
ſittings, then” colt Turfets: for theſs their \meetings 
Temie necicly't6 be ouefeaftes and robo madembts 
Forfodictic' and” nidghbouthood;; therforthedelicueis | 
of the Cates, whictiare neither various nor chargeable. 
They” travel not'oyer Sea'arid Land for daintics ; nei- 
ther need" they travell farre for' Cookes ; their owne 
feriic thejtturge;, and Ke their ſtomachs and pallates 
better: 'd 


Pg 


F027 BELCICKE PISMIRE tr 


. 1 better, then either the luxurious 7alian , or. 1yotous 
-F French. Saltis their principall ſpice , and they travellto 
"3 the 7nadjes rather for vs then for themſelues : ſince if 


they ſpend one pound of thoſe Drugges, wee , for that 
one, ( I belecue ) ſpend one hundred. And the ſame may 
be- ſaid of Sugar and other compoſitions for ſauces, 
which they bring to vs, as to Gluttons, whilſt , like 
ſober and temperate perſons , they abſtaine themſelues 
from the cxceſlive yſe of thofe vnwholeſome prouo- 
cations. 


2, Secondly, as their dietis moderate , whereall ex. \ 


ceſle and waſte is avoyded, ſo are they modeſt in their 
apparell , shewing themſclues conſtant to their country 
fashion, and decently cloathed cuery man according 
to his ranke and ſtate, The Lawes neede not limit 
them, whilſt Reaſon is their Law ; and they are asha- 
med togo in ſuch apparell , as we shame to be without? 


I meane , as with ys the only glory is to be Bay , and the 
ad 


teſt shame to be ynder-clad or even-clad' to our 
Callings : ſo with them the greateſt shame is*to be 
gaudy , and the greateſt glory to be decently and mo- 
deſtly attired , equall to their abilities, or rather vnder 
then aboue it : But now the light example of the French, 
ſeconded by our more futable conyerſation, hath be- 
gun to taint them by degrees with euery exceſle , eſpe- 
cially in apparell ; atd if the/prouident Magiſtrate looke 
not to it betimes, the-vnbrideled and licencious youth 


- will, in this rcſpe&, vndo the puviqes , and weaue fet- 


ters of ſilke for their owne feete, which their plaine 
and wiſe forefathers ( in imitation of the renowned 
Spartans ) broke afunder by induſttie , and kept broken 
by frugality and contemed rufticitie, Afluredly the cu- 

En M cuſtomary 
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cuſtomary ſubjefion to any of theſe vices, effeminates 
the heart of man, and prepares a Stare fit and fupple fox 
any other ſubjeQion , how baſe, dejeed, or dishono. 
rable ſoever it bce. = 
- 3» Thirdly , as their diets and clothes are meane, ſo 
are they generally contented with the eſtates and titles 
of their Anceſtors, not vainely or ambitiouſily hunting 
after the badges of Gentilitie or Nobilitie, and yndoing 
themſclues ro purchaſe either. For they thinke it a 
madnefl: to clip their wings, thereby to impe out their 
traines,, to leſſen; their meancs for'the increaſe of their 
charge , and to ſcll their Landes to buy titles. - Much 
better us is ( lay they ) tobe Earle of Hollandin poſſeſſion, then 
titular King of Ieruſalem. And by this contentment they 
enjoy. themſclues in a retired, priuacie , whilſt the 
Common-wealth enjoycs them as able to ſcruc herin 
all reſpeRs publiquely , as if they had ſtiles anſwerable 
to their deſcrvings. By this mcanes alſo. they are not 
charged with ſuch pompe & futniture cither of clothes, 
ſtuffe , Plate, and attendants, as ſuch a ſtate: would 
require, nor are they forced , forthe ſuckling and fatiſ. 
fying of-theſe Calues , to draw. milke from the Com. 
mon-wealth till bloud follow, as they mult do, should 
they heighten their ſtation. _ 

I date. fay , that their moderation in theſe three reſ. 
- peas, is none of; the leaſt meanes that they are ſo well 
able to goe thegbgh with al other difficulties ; whereas 
with vs he -contraric affection in theſe particulars , 
workes the contraric effets, being the three principall 
cauſes of our generall want. : 
- 1. Firſt for dict ; it is wondertall, that the Belly and 
Backe of' England , like Bel-and the Dragon ,by Ny 


VO” = = Z"* o* & Us UY © > 


THE BELGICKEZ PISMIRE. Y3 
and Pride Should deyoure all Gods bleſſings , which 
both by Sea, and Land it ſelfe aboundantly brings 
forth ; and which, if men and not beaſtes had the dif. 
poſing of it , were able plentifully to helpe others; 
when as wee, not therewith contented, as if it were 
ſome barraine part of the world, and not one of the 
fruitfulleſt, doe call for ſupplies out of 1reland and Scor- 
land alſo, (eſpecially of Becke and Mutron) when no 
Land in Chriſtendome is better furnished of thoſe ſo- 
lid and ſubſtantiall prouifions then our owne. But 
thoſe brethren of ours both in Ireland and Scotland are + 
content with dried fish , barly-broth , milke , whay, 
cruds , 5hamrocks, long woorts, rootes, and the like, 


.vvhilſt they furnish vs with their flech which they 


finde ſo vendible in our Markets. 

One of the cauſes of this may bee the idle waſte of 
our young fore, cuen then when they are new falne fro 
the dam. What droves of Calues, Lambs, Rabets, and 
yong Fowle, with fish, fruit, and abundance of other vi- 
ands, arc daily devoured in one City of Lovdon before 
they come to maturitie, and that for the ſatisfaction of 
euery prodigall youth, and luxurious Dame 2 

2. Secondly, for apparell, (beſides that no mans'me- 
mory can thinke ypoa all the out-landish toyes, which 


are howrely brought in, and made neceſlarie to vs, by 


the change of ſo many new fashions that haue floated 
amonglt vs in their | ſeaſons). the principall clothing 
vied amongſt vs, is both forraine and beyond the abi- 
lity of the wearer, if either his eſtate and calling, or the 
Lawes of the Land were looked ypon with reſpe&. 
But wee are more led in theſe things by the example of 
our preſent ſuperiors, then the Lawes of our wiſer pre- 
> | = deceſlors, 
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deceſſors, It yvere bravery therefore indecd vvyorthy 
of a Conrtier, knowing others would imitate and fol- 
low him in the head of the fashjon, to adorne himſclfe 
vvith domeſtique ornaments, banishing thoſe Dorres 
and Butterflies from his eares and clbowes , who dark 
buzze about him contrarie perſwaſions : and whilſt 
hee ſceth the Tralian, French and Spaniard come in Silkes, 
to incounter theſe with skatlet cloth ; thoſe Engicsh bra- 
neries, as our Anceſtours had wont, and our vyiſer 
neighbours vie to doe. What adyantage hath an embro- 
dercd coate,ofa plaine modeſt habite, in treaty or coun- 
ſell? Onely this, that the more ſober perſon knowes 
there may be a ſudden $sharpneſle of yvit , or a reſeryed 
formality, no ſolidity, where there is ſo much yanity. 
And now, I pray, vvhen Gallants know that this is the 
generall opinion of the world, and their outward ha- 
bits is one of the principall markes whereby men gueſle 
at the inward, vvhat haue they gotten by their affeted 
braueric ? nay how much.rather, if they bee vviſe , haue 
they loſt, to buy the opinion of folly at ſo deare a rate ? 
doubtleſle, if in theſe kindes wee could bee ſo happily 
; vviſe, as to moderate our ſelves either by Lawes or cx- 
ample, wee should ſoone abate much of our neigh- 
bours pride, vvho for lacke of yent for their vanities, 
yyould bee forced to ſpend them vvithin themſelves; 
and ſo our Broad-clothes would in short time fret out 
their Silkes and Velvets; and wee should learne by the 
frugall example of the vviſe Piſmire_, to make profite of 
them, as they now make profit of ys. 

- The like may be ſaid of that ambitious diſpoſition 
or humourof ours to hunt after titles, as if the Calen- 
Tyre of Spayne had jafeted our more temperate climate, 
4 | and 


aud ſo intoxicated our judgements , that like perſons 


_ giddy vvith high climbing, or high looking, vvee had + 


forgot our owne ſtanding, infomuch as the Teomandrie_ 


aſpires to Gent#lztie, the Gentilitie to Nobilitie, the Nobili- Efa, 14,14. 


mie to Prencepalitie : Euery one with Lucifer ſaying, Ero /7. 
mils altiſimo, And thus Confuſion mixcth all , and 
marres all. 

There are Lawes to prevent all theſe diſorders, and 
to keepe eycry man in his ranke : But they lye dead, 
whilſt theſe vices often liue in the perſons that should 
execute them. So that the offence is lawfull , the Lawe 
is ſinfull ; vice hath gotten the vpper-hand of vertue, 
and the Lawe now cither ſerves to no end, or onely 
ſerues to shew w5 our tranſereſsions, and how apt wee are 


to doe whatſoever Iuſtice prohibites, though therein 


wee contradict both the will of God and the King, Would 
God that heereafier whoſoever durſt preſume to begge 
the penaltic of a Statute ordayned for preuenting or 
remooving theſe and the like common annoyances, 
thereby to make the lawe voyd for his private benefite, 
(diſpenſing with a generall offence done to the Com. 
. mon-wealth)-might be counted a traytour (as truly hee 
"15no better) and ſo punished for his treaſon, that others 


might heare, and feare, and do no more ſo. _ Deut 87-133 * 


I might adde fitly in this place the ſeveritie of the 
Magiſtratcs in the vxited Provinces, in taking all mulds 
of this kinde where the tranſgreſſion is common , and 
. imploying ſuch forfeitures to the generall good of the 
State , making with the blood of one Scorpion, an Antidote 4- 
gainfl the poyſon of others. Likewiſe I might ſpeake of 
their Mercie in that which concernes life, infomuch 
as, though Fellonie be death by their Lawe,yet few die 
: — 8 = 
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for the firſt offence , but have two or three admonit?. 
ons by whipping , and brandiog, before they be cut off 
as dead members. But indced their generall diligence 
ſo takes them vp, and prouides ſo well for their im- 
ployment, as there are very few theeves amongſt them, 
tn compariſon of other Countrics-yvhere idleneſle is 
more permitted. | 

I muſt likewiſe tell you, how not only Robbery , bur 
cuen that cloſe kinde of thefr , wſarie , vvhich eats vp 
all trading, and picks the pocket of cuery profeſſion, is 
no free-denizen in their Land, but a meere ſtranger or 
ſojourner, and that a very poore one : And howby this 
meanes Land is bovght and fold at good rates, andthe 
ſtocke of euery man kept ſtirring in ſome kinde or 0. 
ther'; vvhich quickens the Common-wealth , and 
keepes the backe of the Marchant from breaking. And 
I-could wish , by the way , with all my heart, thar it 
were banished Englandalſo, or at leaſt muzled for bi- 
ting ſo deepe : Or, if ncither of theſe, yct that the 
bandes and aſſurances might be publiquely recorded, 
enda part of the intereſt kept backe to the vie of his 
Majeſtie and the Church, cowards the redeeming of 
Impropriations. And great reaſon for this, ſince now, 
offending againſt God and the King, they pay no- 
thing of their increaſe to either ; but by this meanes 
might bereſtrained , or at leaſt conſtrained to do his 
Majeſtic ſervice, and to recover to the Church their 
ancientright ; which to performe , I doubt not, from 
the tenths of the vie-money in England, a ſumme ſuf. 
ficient might ſpeedily be raiſed, 

I might likewiſe Shew theirequity , not onely in de- 
£iding comcoyerſics, and cutting off delayes in Lawe 
of with 
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 bith expedition , but alſo inproviding for the poore 


Debtor, who hath not to pay his Creditor. For if it ap- 
peare, that either fire , ſea, ſuretiship, truſt , or ſome 
ſuch crofle , or ( as we fay ) caſualty, hath impoverished 
him; and that his wants ariſe not either from prodiga- 
lity , or louth , or ſome perſonall defe& in his Calling, 
he shalbe inabled and fer vp againe; atleaſt , if hee be 
caſt into priſon, the mercileſſe man, who with vs-ſayth, 
He will make Dice of his bones,shall be forced to keepe 
him there at his owne charge. Ando itis , if the ſuite 
ſincll of yexation in the Plaintife, or if the Defendant 
ought and be able , but fraudulently denies, or delayes 
to ſatisfic the Plaintife,a quicke and ſpeedy tryall mani- 
feſteth the truth, and cuts off thoſe demurres , which 
with vs had wont to occaſion greater loſle of time and 
money , then the loſfle of the debt, or thing in queſtion 
could haue beene toeither party , at firſt without ſuite : 
though now to the honour of the Clergie , Conſcience 
begins to finde the right end, to vnwinde that infinite 


bottome of controverſies, which the confuſed variety 


of opinions had made in the determination of Right 
and Wrong. Yet whether that courſe of theirs , where 
the impriſoned lyes at the charge of the Actor , would 
doe well or no with vs, I doubt ; though there, I am af- 
ſured, it neither makes any man the leſſe wary of his 
eſtate, or the leſſe carefull to pay his debts ; neither is 
dealing any thing the more dead;every man fo honeſt. 
ly and direatly aymes to doe what he is able for the ge- 
nerall ſatisfation ofall ; fo that few repent of any truſt 

they have affoorded others. 
1 might here alſo obſerve amongſt them , that which 
Comines oblerycs of the Fenerians; that ypon eyery ex- 
ericed M 4 oy 
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traordinary occaſion , when they ate to conſult about 
any ſpeciall point of State, or execute any thing conſul- 
ted of, which concernes the publike ſafety , they begin 
at God, andappoint certain Bid-dayes ,as they call them, 
ordayes of Faſting and prayer, to implore thediretion 
and aſliſtance of God in the profpering of their cnter- 


Com.1ib.g, Prizes. And as Commnes, vpon that occaſion , both pray- 


ſeth the Yenetians, and pronounceth them bleſſed; (o 
doubtleſſe may I ſay of this people , that they proſper 
the better in all their yndertakings and attempts, for 
this their ſolemne , dovout , and piqus proceeding. 
Whercas wepaſle by theſe, and the like paſſages with-' 
out obſervation, and haue loſt a Prince of excellent hope, 
and haue had the Daughter of our KI N G, great with 


. Mat.24.19;Childe , and in thedepth of Winter , a /ate and ſeaſon wnfit 


for flight , and by our Saviours direttion to be prayed againſt, 


I, Sam+26.*/nmercifully hunted vp and downe lite a Partridge , or 
20, | x rene? 

Reuel, 12.1 like that Woman in the Revelation, purſued by the Dragon , 
2. 3 $. L 


from the heaven of a Kingdome and Principalitie , through the 
Yrlderneſſe of many Woes and miſeries,, with infinite other 
difficulties and barbarous indigaities , impoſſible:to be 
proffered or forced vpon Ladies by generous ſpirits, and 
impoſlibleto be borne and overcome, but by an invin- 
cible ſpirit: And haue ſeene a Palatinate ſpoyled , the 
chiefe City ( SanQuary for the perſecuted members of 
Chriſt; a Seminary of piety heretofore) ſtormed, taken, 
poſſeſſed , and made a Cage for vncleane birds: yea, all 
the reſt blockt vp and belieged beyond hope of reco- 
very : The Church alſo among the Griſons, and in 
France oppreſſed and perſecuted; and yet for all this 
Haue norfaſted a meale, sheda teare , let flic a publike 


1igh, or generall grone, abatcd any of our pompe or 


pride, 
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; — , for theſe afflitions and humiliation , butrather, 

Like corrupted flesh ,. ſwel'd higher for theſe ſtrokes ; or 
as {cnflefle limbes,haue not felt the cauterizing and cut- 
ting off our 0wne members. Nay, 88, and (he Powder- 
plot are forgotten , or we haue forgotten to giue thanks 
for thoſe deliverances ; or whether we may praiſe God 
for them or no, 1 know not, but I am ſure ofthis, that 
wedoe not. | 

Perhaps this may bee the peoples fault , who are fo 
farre from obſerving extraordinary and religious Faſts, 
as they will not obey the Magiſtrate commanding or- 
dinary and civill Faſts for politicke reſpects. Perhaps it 
may be the Prieſts, who should obſerve when God calleth Tocl.y 144 
vs #0 faſting, and then admonish the Magiſtrate , and 
blow the'trumpet to excite the people to mourning. = 
. Perhaps the fault may be generall , Peace and Plenty 
having rockt vs aſleepe with a continuall feaſt of ſixty 
and foure yeeres long , ſo. that now we haue forgot to 
faſt, or haue bodies vnapt for that exerciſe. But where- 
| ſoeverthe fault is, I wish it were mended. ' 

-- I should concladeall with a touch of their Councel, 
and politique Goyerament- in point of State ,; but that 
the. buſincſie is too deepe and private for my inquiſi- 
tion : Onely 1 obſerue a generall freedome permitted 
and vied , where generall ations which concerne all , 
and are maintained: by all,are generally debated,argued, 
ſifted and cenſured: by.all men without contradiction, 
And this (1thinke/), ro:the cad citherthat Rumour ha- 
ving ſcope'cnough to play in , may die without an Ec- 
cho ,or that fo the beſt and worſt may bee ſcene or 
heard , and all danger and adyantages diſcovered which 
are ſubjeQ. to the common eye-. - But afterall this, the 
1 T | N reſolution 
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_ . reſolution and concluſion is ſilent and ſodaine, whilft 


they giue all men libertie to informe, they themſclues 
only dire& and diſpoſe of the buſineſſle : for rhey ſeeke 
not the ſatisfattion of their owne wils ſo much , as the 
gecnerall ſatisfaQion ofall , where jt may be with the 
ood of all. And whilſt men doe no hurt with their 
and, they permit them freely to do all the good they 
can with their tongues , without feare of punishment. 
No man doth any thing , which he is ashamed to 
heare of; or if he doth euill ( as all men may erre ) deſi- 
reth to heare of it by any mcanes, that ſo he may the 
better and ſooner know how to amend it. Itis the in- 
ſolent and obſtinate which hideth his faukes , and 
ſtops the mouth of truth by violence;the penitent con- 
fcſleth his error, becauſe he intends ro giue fatisfaQion, 
And now I haue showne you but a glimpſe orsha. 
dow of the true ſtate of thoſe Countries., what need 
wee ſecke for Plato hu communitie , or Sir Thomas More his 
Yeopia, when the realitic of their wishes and beſt con- 
ceptionsare brought into ation; andthe beſt of what- 
they fancied might bee, is hecre ſcene truly to bee, af- 
ter a moſt exaQt and correted Copie? And this is 
enough to make all wiſemen well affeQtioned toward 
the people, which I wish with all my heart, thar ſo 
our aſſaciation might be firme., our imitation ſafe. 
Whatshall we nced to traucll to ſuch places for fashi- 
ons as affoord nothing but what wiſe men and good 
men$hun? Let vs rather flocke thither where all things 
abound , which wiſemen and good men ſecke : Fidetiry 
in bargaines and contratts , wifedome in counſel, trengthin 
warre , brotherly lowe and aſſurance, modeity and fFugalitie 
and that I may ſay all ixaword, Pictic , and Religion. 
0 \ay _ W Far 
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..* For that which I heare ſome whiſper in ſcerne a- 
gainſt this Encomiam of their pietie, as if there were no. 
thing leſſe cared for then Religion amongſt them , 
wheteall Religions are tollerated , is caſily cleered to 
an indifferent and ynderſtanding Iudge : conſiderin 
Firft, that they are in warre, and muſt for that cls 
hold good quarter with all , but in regard of their 
owne infeted members, whoſe corruption might 
otherwiſe be wrought vpon to breake out , as alſo in 
zegard the burthen of the warre requires many able 
ſupporters, who muſt bee wooed and bribed with pris» 
wvate libertie, to defend the publique; and oftentimes 
wee fee Indas carries the purſe, and the moſt able are 
notalwayecs the beſt affected. Secondly , where the gold 
and riches of 1»fdels are imployd to invade the: State, 
they thinke it lawfull to vſe the gold of ewes , Turks, 
and Heretikes to-defend themſclues withall. But if 
any objet , the Enemy takes the _ gold by com- 
ulfion without contiatt , and therefore his a@ is 


lawfull : theſe ſay , They doe it without compulſion, 
-with the conſent and good liking of the /eW, and there- 


fore they: hold their courſe more juſtifiable. Thirdly 
and laſtly, they area Common.Wealth , and ſo want that 
abſolute power ouer their members, which Monarchies 


hauc and may vſe; and therefore are forced ſometimes 
-to winke at ſingular Miſchiefes, for the avoyding of 


wvniverſall Incomveniences. Neither are they apt or deſi- 
rous to preſle the conſcience too ſtritly , ſince God him- 
fſelfe ſanes no man y”>”_ hu vl. 


Bur as I much Jament that the wine of giddie S:hiſore 


should diſ-mantle the Chriſtian Common-wealtb, to the 
ſcandall of ewes and Twrkes, and derilion of Arheiits, 
MM, . N 2 wishing 


Y 
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vvishing yvith all my heart ie vvere otherwiſe: fownith- 
all I vvish, fince ſuch a happineſle as vniverſall Peace 
cannot be hoped for, till it pleaſe God to effeR ir by 
miracle, that in the meane time there vyere an equall 
toleration of Religion thorow all Chriſtendome; vvith 
gt chat none but one Religion should be'profef- 
ed, and publiquely preached in one place; though - 
others might there liue ſafely and freely vvithout im- 
peachmentof their conſciences , perſons, or goods; ſo 
they neither made attempt of violent mutation ;:nox 
had publique meetings, 'or harboured ſach teachers as 
yvere contrary in opinion to the Church and' State 
yyherein they lived. | 
Andcifit be lawfull for ſilly ſubjes, vvho Ntand a- 
loofe off to price into the ſacred Arke of their Sove- 
raignes intent; and ſo to gueſle at their hidden purpo. 
ſes) I verily beleeve, that this, or CH it; is 
that yvhich his Majeſtie aymes at, if he couldeffe& ir as 
yyell in Ita, France,and Spaine,as he vyould ypon thoſe 
or better tearmes, 'vvillingly grant it in Evgland. Other- 
wiſe hee ſees it yyould be prejudiciall and difadvantage- 

ousto the 7rurh,to permita tolleration obly in E 
Except he could likewiſe eſtablish/ it 'vniverſally. 'But 
then it wereto be hoped, that Truth would ger ground 
of falshood by familiaritie ; and that civill communion 
vvould prepare the- mind for (pirituall,' and not ſuffer 
-ſach an averſceneſſe to continue amongſt vs, as-is noyy 
generally-profefied, vvhen Chrifzans hold each other in 
vvorſe account then Twrkes. Inſomuch as ſome men'ſay, 
and it ſeemes not yvithout ſome reaſon , that they had 
rather live vnder the Twrte, then vnder the King of 
Spaine, For the Twhe 'yvill permit" them the free _ 
_— Cllg 
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| riſcoftheirreligion,, arleaſt the libertic of conſcience; 


but the 7nqui/ition of Spaine-tyes all men jn a Tyranni- 
call manner to be flaues to Rope,and forceth thenuwith 
tortures' to renounce their Faith,doing violence to the 
will of man, which they themſelues hold to be free, 
eucn whilſt they,punish. the perfon/ and will'for being 


fo. Andaſluredly therefore, as religious pretences: and 


a ſtrict obſeryance of the Rowish Faith , have much 
advanced the -Sparish Conqueſts one way, among(t 
fooles that wilbe caſily miſ-led with flourishes : fo the 
preſſing-of the 1nquy/izzop ypon, conquered Countries 

hath hindered his Conquelts in other partes amongft - 
wiſe and free Nations, who can looke into thoſe dou- 
ble drifts of policie. And this diſcoverie hath ſaved 
Chriſtendome from that Catholique ſubjeiqn , -at 
which that State hatlymainely.ayared;;..cuer ſince: it ac- 


quired the atnbitious title from that:Cizty and Seas Where Apoc.: Y 
the Mart of ſuch royall Marchandize'is kept. 12.13. 


For wee (ec, whilſt the Twrke, holds all men $halbe 
ſaved in their ſeverall Religions, ſo they be conſtant to 
them; theſe hold all Ghrifians.to be Hereticks , that ad- 
here not in all-points to their. opinions, though never (o 
abſurd, abhor'd, and contradiftorie to the revealed 
will of God. And, theſe ſuppoſed Heretickes, they 
purſue with the ytmoſt violence , malicious hearts can 


expreſſe by cruell aftions,vfing themworle rhepa righte- Pro,n:. 30 


0s man would vſe hy bedft-,- which he: knowes: is his fel- 
low-creature : When theſe, forgetting all reſpe& tro Man 
the true -image of God, as themſclues arc, do.prefer 
dead Idols of their owne invention before him, Yea, 
andthinke there is a ſufficient. cauſe to defiroy him, if 
ke will not, with'them, dishonqur-the Image of God 
eh b-- = 7 which 
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which he beares by ſubjeQting it to one of their dead 
ſtatues, the worke of their owne hand. This aſperitic 
mult be removed on both ſides by lenitives ; which 
cannot bee till the rigorous Inqui/ition be abolished, and 
terfreedome giuen to Chriſ(sans to converſe , and a 
ter and more charitable conceit + wrought and-ad- 
mitted on both ſides of each other. For then thcre 
might be hope ofa generall Councell, where all mighe 
freely and without perill or prejudice ſpeake,, which 
is the only abſolute Phiſicke for this Maladie, - - | 
But if this meeting might not yet bee vniverſall ,.in 


» 


regard of that imperiouſneſſe which nrichritiichalen. 


geth, and excrciſeth oyer the whole Church, which 
will be hardly layd downe without blowes and bloud ; 
then, atleaſt , would ſuch an vnanimity and conſent 
mightbe wrought amongſt the Reformed Churches by a 
generall meeting,'as leaving every Church free to their 
owne formes; mightbinde ys together againſt the com- 
mon Enemies, in ſuch a firme, ſure, fundamentall, and 
brotherly vnity, for poynt of Fazrh , as a Ceremony or 
Shadow , or a-ſingular conceit/,'0r an opinion about the 
skitt or hemme of Chriſt garment ,-should not be able 
toShake or ſeparate the Communioa, or to juſtle ys 
fromeach other atſuch a diſtance. 

But whitheram I travel'd beyond the wiſedome of 
the Fiſmire, out'of her element ? Zealc hath tranſpor- 
ted me , and { 1 hope) that zeale which s according wnto 
knowledge. Paul may be thought mad , Re#usisſo: Hee 
cannot be beſides himſeIfe,who is not beſides the truth. 
As for thoſe which ſay , This courſe of connivencie 
would breed Artheiffs , Libertines ,' Free-gneſts , and luke- 
warme peſons ,{for count them allone iacffedt: 1.1 
Ri ;2s : , ans 
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 _Anſwere, Simm Magn will be ſuch, though he be $;- 
mon Peters diſciple , heare him preach daily , and,ſee him 

doe miracles. Norcan perſecution fo well diſtinguish 


truth and falshoad, as proſperity: It is Gamalzels counſell aa.;.,g. 


.and ſentence ; Let them alone; for "a their counſel be of men, 39- 
at will come to nought ; but if it beof God , ye cannot over- 
throw it, let haply yebe faund even to fight againf} God. 

And now to returne to my. purpoſe, and to demon» 
{rate all that I haue fayd in praiſe of this people , that 
my Countrymen may not paſle the ſeas, or trayell farre 


for a proofe , let them looke into Maſter Camden in his Camd, 
Britania, in the title of Pembroke. shire, and alſo into, Ma- B'it- in 


* % - 


ſer Speeds Chronicle concerning {zrtle England beyond SoredH.a, 


Wales, inhabited by the Durch-men in the time of Henry 
the 3. and ſe what they ſay, both for the juſt praiſe of 
that people, for our arid their conſanguinity; and fora 
briefs, yetfull confirmation ofall that I hauc ſaid, more 
largely and looſely. ; "1 <4 by; oo 
Orlet every Reader take a necrer courſe , and looke 
home to the next great Towne inhabited by the Duzch in 
our Lang, and conſider in what ſtate ſuch places were 
ar their firſt arrivall,, and how they have increaſed, in 
wealth, people, beauty , order, andzrading, ſince their 
admiſſion and entertainment there,and ( I beleeye ) he 
will be of my mind. | | 
. To inſtance. one place for all amongſt many that I 
Fnow,, looke vpan the City of Norwiche, which maybe 
a mirrorto all the Kingdome beſides, and thatparily I 
.might ſay , principally by their meanes. The order and 
good goyernement of the Magiſtrates, the diligence of 
the Citizens , their quicke trading, whereby they et 
,many.on works within.tcn or tweluc miles round 4- 
| 2 2 bout 
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bout the Cirie, isnorable and admirable. Thists priti= 
cipally occaſioned by the example of the Darch,, as alſo 
by a'Kinde of. vertuous'cmulation , to which the oy 
are excited by their diligence. And this, tho 
moveenvie in the baſer and ſlouthfuller ſoit, who i 
 Jothtoſee others liye'by them, and ſay they are preju- | 
diced by the'cheape ale of ich wares as the Strangers 
worke : yet others of better' mind and metall, are in- 
coutaged by this , and provoked to fare hard, to be fru- 
gall, to 'worke carly and late, that they may fell as 
cheape, and make as'\good worke as the Stranger. 

Many necefſarie rrades they* have 'brought in a- 
mong(tyvs, whereby our owne materials ,and onr men 
are joyntly well imployed : they haue beene the In. 
venters.of many profitable Engines both for peace and 
warre : Trayellers' by Sea-and Land arc 'bcholden- to 
their labors; and fot the belly”; thicy haue taught vs 
rootes, fruite, and the Garden crop, toſpare much! fles 
and Corne , if wee' wete as wiſe and willing to vic 
them as they doe. This donbtleſie is a good preventi- 
on for dcarth and Teattitie , arid Iwould'it were made 
more generall in'our Laitd'; that ſo wee heed not ſpend 
#l our flesh within ohg: feliies ;/ at eaſt not borrow of 
othets, who haue-farre'more need of their owne then 
wee. There was once a courſe taken 'by the Iudgesto 
ſettle and reward ſuch planters and Gardinets at the 
publique hirgs' in"enery place; bilt being'only pto- 
poundett, 4id never - farther enquited after, it vani- 
shed; and died afſoone as it was cohiceived , before'it 
could conceiue and bring forth'a yceres increaſe. 

' I might heere alſo $hewyor'} tiow , notwithſtanding 
theiytrunbeis "off that they'll, or the Sreatelt pate 
| _—_ | 
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fome 


ſelves, (though they finde vs witling to helpe them)and 
igall reſpetsghame.thefiatbful;eheare vprbedidigent, 


_. and ſatisfipthe! wiſe and well:mitded) Se:thatiwee 
may cvidently ſce',, as E27pr-was bleſſed: both: for 79- 


fps fake ; and in having him an inftructer; to teach 
en.to prouide wiſcly- ina plentifull: ſeaſon againſt a. 
faming,ſo arg.wce happy Jin having: theſe: men with 
vs 45 Examples,of mitatinn;;end: blefied alſo? by God 
for theirſakes: Whetfore to 'shut vpallin a word: - 
Since God hath. given vs.onc _originall ., not only' 
from Adam or Nob ,or laphet;, butin afacre neerer line 
to; be. derived fromonr tuft arrivall jn-Zagimnd,. andiſo 
artedour natures. and manners! together; rhar (:except: 
{mall differences which: will be betwixt Nation. 
and Nation, cuenby. the different temperature of the 
foyle and ayre , or.other naturall accidents, as: betwixe 
brother and. brotherig a:houe 2. wee.agree. well; and: 
ceme 25.1 wee Wernape paople- CONCISE 
Since it hath pleaſed Godſoto: place vs -ypon earth, - 
that one may - conveniently kelpe another ian ſpite of 
the interpoſition, 0r,oppalitionofany.third...- , - 
Since they;may. Crue aunegedſaticyentersotour.Coms. 
noditics,and wee:as able, Sapplicrs of their.necoſbties.” + 
' Since .Gad hath madeborth of ys ſtrong in 8hipping, 
ſo that joyning in one as wee had wont , no-Prince 1s: 
able to zouch, £iaher'iof ys, butwee remaine Maſters at 
Sea ; and that the only way to conquer'vsborh., isto 
dif-vaireandgiyide va 33010” LC OW CS! ; 


Since 
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© livevper their hendie-lgbcur yet chevy are noe Bur- 
' thenſame 10.theplacer'whoze theyre -loated!, bites) 
| ther, every wayihelpfilt vnto: them. '' None of them. 
| beget vs » their ownepoore they ſuſtaine within them+< 
VES, 
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hands iponncs | 
Scotland nk =  beeijogar inthisrxefpeR ; motwitha 
— as Ws mmm en vnion of E»gland) and 
y aſſiſted and ſeconded 'each other 
inane (4nd'received more curtclics 
GN abate other, then of all'Cheiſteadome | 

baſics wares our Chronicles of old , the late'ſea-fphr 
in #9; as alſo the acknowledgement of that gratctull 
Lueene of glorious mmorie, ' Elizabeth, in her'Letter to 
the Lord of Daveswerds Htmrabef Holland; Ann. 74. 

1598. in thefewords amongſtmianyiothers&#® 5- © 
The love and diligence Which my Lords tht States haut ved 
3" thu attion , deth Wiendſt unto vs , That the fincere wfſettion 
wee have exer borne tothe United Provinces , and benefites 
beifowed pou rhermy lans wit beene ill impleyed, et: And 
lizle aftcrin the fume! Lerret'; 'Moytoner your ze xeale an 
affeition to 11:w4ard;] doth increaſe our debt thwards you, the 


enment / ks fo deepely impprinted in' our heart, 
& Wee thought 'g theſe Larrers v0' make fo ſonee or Fo 
eu fattion > cho hte Wee Javvtede $0w910 70 th 


e of our friend 
ww xr org thas they nay: 
yo wee haxe' ginew fuffievent —_— + aur i her 
eftion towards their- - Conntrie', We are now by their 
ho wntorerwibert ome agdagh Sow. by 
e a64Y PI ack th 
——_— deſert of ſo Worthy a Nation as Ours; ys Wee. 
Wlcontinue your very good friend, Fc. 
Thus this good: Jo a worthy witnelſe beyond 
all exception, 62c.- W oO - 
Since alſo God hah honored onrNatidh to bethe 
principall 
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principatt inftrumentesof their preſent libertie , and of 
I che happic ar re that thereby they enjoy; let vs 


not ſeeme to neglect our owne honor which depends 
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| vpon the preſervation of their eſtate as our owne crea- 
- ture. Andlaſtly, to make theſe morives more ſtrong, 
_ and without which all the former and mych morewere 


Since God hath made vs Profeſſors of one true and re- 
formed Religion , wherein they may chalcenge properl 
to be Defenders of the Faith, and to belong tothe chiefs 
Defender of the Faith as well as wee; let 'vs -joyne 


' together 'in'one as brethren, and ler notthe malice of 


Sathan, the Policie of Axtichri/?, the treaſon and quar- 
rels of the World, the exorciſmes and charmes of Ieſ#- 
#tes, with any other Spanich Court Holy.Water , divide vs, 
diſtraQ \ys, or diſcourage vs ; but rather obſcruing all 
theſe traines wiſely, and viewing the end and ſcope of - 
their enterprizes, let vs weaye ourſelves morecloſely 
together, and tye our ſelues inſeparably in a true-loues 
knot, that Alexauder of Rome may neither vnty nor cut a- 


ſander, 


... Andfor ſuch as are contrarie minded for other fi- 
niſter reſpe&s, what shew ſoever they carrie , I feare 
they wish not well to the preſcnt Church and State in 
either Land : wherefore I woud they would follow 
Salomons direQion in this place, ſince they leight mine, 
aad goe to the _ and learne of her to be wiſer, leſt 
the yſſue prove them to be none of the true Honorers of 
God or the King. 
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into their owne nets , what that' tbo 
5 Save was tet the "King heave * ws When we call. Amen. 
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